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WELS Home Missions
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126 total home missions

3 new mission starts/1 enhancement in 2019

89 new mission starts/enhancements since 2011

630 new mission starts since 1960 



14 
Home 

Mission 
Districts



Home Missions New Starts 2016

Coeur d’Alene, ID

Meridian, ID

Lehi, UT

Rockwall, TX

Victoria, TX

Atlanta, GA

Fredericksburg, VA

Stevens Point, WI



Intown Lutheran Church, Atlanta, Ga. –
Grand Opening Worship with 18 new visitors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The city of Atlanta is ringed by seven WELS churches. Now, with more members living in the city and with travel difficult from the city to the churches, a mission is being started in inner city Atlanta. Over the past two years, WELS members have been holding Bible studies in the city, and a core group has been established. As an urban mission, there will be ample people to reach out to. Rev. Lucas Bitter serves this new mission, now called “Intown Lutheran Church”. 

While this new mission start in the heart of the city was approved for funding in Spring of 2016, the call for a new pastor was not accepted until the middle of 2017. Pastor Lucas Bitter arrived in August 2017 and began working with this core group – preparing, planning, and previewing for their grand opening worship. 60 people attended the service, which included 18 new visitors. Pastor Bitter also reported that after church, four of their first-time visitors signed up for an upcoming Bible Basics class. Praise God for continuing to give Intown Lutheran opportunities to share Jesus with the people of Atlanta! Click here to view a video from their grand opening worship service.



Home Missions New Starts/
Enhancements 2017

Westminster, CO

Milwaukee, WI

Waukegan, IL

Little Rock, AR

Chattanooga, TN

Hendersonville, NC

Huntersville, NC



Huntersville Lutheran Church – Grand Opening
Reaching 62 people with the gospel in North Carolina

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Huntersville was approved as a new mission start by the Board for Home Missions in April 2017. In May 2017, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary graduate Rev. Doug Van Sice was assigned to serve this new congregation. This entire summer Huntersville focused on outreach – hanging 10,000 door hanger bags and sending out another 5,500 mailers on top of their other evangelism efforts. God brought 62 people through their church doors at their grand opening worship service. Pastor Van Sice commented, “I think the most memorable thing for me was standing before the altar and confessing my sins with 62 other people. And, in turn, facing those same 62 people (some of whom have never heard the gospel) and announcing with gospel-certainty that their sins are forgiven. It’s truly amazing that God gives sinful men, men like me and all the other missionaries, the privilege to proclaim his “arrow-pointing-down love” to people in our community.

Read more: https://wels.net/what-its-all-about/




Home Missions New Starts/
Enhancements Spring 2018

Anchorage, AK

7 New Starts 7 Enhancements



Light of the Valleys – Reno, Nev.
Rev. Joel Heckendorf installed as pastor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two area congregations are partnering to start this congregation in the Northern Valleys area of greater Reno. On March 25, the first worship service was held; 63 people attended. Rev. Joel Heckendorf just recently accepted the call to serve this congregation, and is pictured at his installation service. 





Epiphany and First Lutheran in Racine, Wis. 
Outreach to school families

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Epiphany and First, Racine, Wis. – These two Racine congregations currently operate a joint Lutheran Elementary school. Home Mission funding will allow the school to call a staff minister or teacher to coordinate outreach efforts to prospective church families. Mr. Mark Blauert recently accepted the call to be School Chaplain.




Faith Lutheran Church – Anchorage, Alaska
Hispanic ministry enhancement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Faith Anchorage – Hispanic ministry



Home Missions does NOT 
provide any direct funding, 
but provides assistance 
through its district mission 
boards, mission counselors, 
and synodical support staff. Pictured: St. John’s, Juneau, WI  -

Outreach to Horicon



Home Missions New Starts –
Fall 2018

Richland Center, WI

Bluffton, SC

Mansfield, OH



Home Missions New Starts –
Spring 2019

Folsom, CA

Houston, TX
Wesley Chapel, FL

Oshkosh, WI



Core group from 
The Rock Lutheran Church in Folsom, Calif.



Spring 2019 Campus Ministry enhancement
Rising Son Ministry Center – Oshkosh, Wis. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oshkosh, WI – campus ministry enhancement



Celebrating 100 years in 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Pictured: Students from Wisconsin Lutheran Chapel on the UW-Madison campus share finals goodies with other students) 

WELS Campus Ministry – A subsidiary of WELS Home Missions

Mission Statement - The Mission of the Campus Ministry Committee (CMC) is to assist congregations in ministering to college students and other young adults with the Means of Grace so they may grow in their faith, be trained for service, and reach out to the lost. 

Campus Ministry
WELS is involved in more than 550 campus ministries across the United States and Canada.
Includes any ministry to college students on a secular university campus – including congregations supporting their own students while they are away at college.   
Also includes congregations serving students attending universities near their congregation

What Can You Do? 
Provide the Campus Ministry Committee with update contact information for college students at www.wels.net/campus-ministry
Welcome college students in your area to your congregation
Help start or support an organized Campus Ministry at your church
Pray that the Lord would keep college students close to him through regular worship and bible study.
Encourage your congregation to remember Campus Ministry with special offerings



In Fall 2018, WELS CEF approved an additional 
$1 million grant to Home Missions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CEF’s financials are strong, allowing the board to approve this special grant while continuing to provide a sound investment vehicle for WELS members and congregations.

Over and above its loan and grant program, since August 2015 CEF has given more than $4.3 million to Home Missions’ operations budget. This has helped fund many of our new mission congregations and helped enhance outreach throughout the United States, Canada, and the English-speaking Caribbean.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
CEF Special Rates



Groundbreaking at Ascension in 
Jacksonville, N.C. - October 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jacksonville, NC – Breaking ground



Grace Lutheran Church in Sahuarita, Ariz.
Groundbreaking on fourth facility  



Divine Savior – Liberty Hill, Texas 
Groundbreaking on church and school



WELS Joint Missions

wels.net/2019synodconvention

Supporting cross-cultural and 
people-group ministry, the 
Pastoral Studies Institute (PSI) and 
WELS Mission Journeys



Peace in Jesus Vietnamese – Boise, Idaho

Ministries supported by 
WELS Joint Missions: 

Chinese
Hispanic
Hmong
Korean

Liberian
South Asian
South Sudanese
Vietnamese



Hispanic Ministry
109 WELS churches serve Hispanic people

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hispanic Ministry

Pictured: Santo Tomas, AZ



Hmong Ministry
Trinity Hmong – Manitowoc, Wis.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Baptized 6 people during Easter morning worship



South Sudanese Ministry
8 locations across the U.S. and Canada

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo: Rev. Peter Bur, Global South Sudanese Coordinator, pictured with his wife Martha

Sudanese Ministry all started when Peter Bur approached the Pastor at Good Shepherd LC in Omaha, NE. He graduated from the Pastoral Studies Institute (PSI), and has been serving as Global South Sudanese Coordinator. Besides expanding outreach in the United States and Canada, Rev. Peter Bur is making trips back to Kenya and Ethiopia to minister to and train leaders in South Sudanese refugee camps. 

Sudanese Ministry, supported by Home Missions in partnership with Joint Missions, is occurring in the following locations:
Good Shepherd – Omaha, NE
Lincoln Heights – Des Moines, IA
St. Mark - Mankato, MN
Ascension - Rochester, MN
Divine Peace - Renton, WA
St. Paul – Calgary, Canada
St. Paul – Ottawa, Canada
Saviour of the Nations – Vancouver, Canada



Home Missions Partners

• Church Extension Fund
• Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

Society 
• Christian Aid & Relief 
• Builders for Christ 
• WELS Foundation
• Multi-Language Publications

• Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
• Martin Luther College
• Women’s Ministry Committee
• Military Services



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overview: 
WELS Mission Journeys, the official WELS program for short-term mission trips, provides an opportunity for all WELS members to walk together in the Great Commission. Through church- or school-based volunteer trips to WELS mission fields at home and abroad, members have the opportunity to engage in Christian service. Pre-trip training led by a Mission Journeys team leader equips volunteers to have significant impact during their trip. While volunteering, the learning and sharing of outreach ideas will allow teams to explore how they can use their God-given abilities to lead an outreach event upon their return home. With the Lord’s blessing, these trips will inspire a lifelong journey of service and outreach for all who volunteer.

WELS Mission Journeys Coordinator: Mr. Shannon Boehme (previously with Friends of China for 17 years) 

Three Unique Program Steps: 
Pre-trip training: Through pre-trip training, you will develop a spiritual plan for your earthly mission journey. Teams receive training materials that provide opportunities for spiritual growth, team building, and enhanced cultural understanding. 
During Trip: Your Mission Journey will provide you with a new perspective on the urgency of sharing the Gospel. With everything centered on our Savior, you will develop meaningful relationships with your team, host congregations, and even members of the community you witness to. 
Post-Trip Outreach Event: Your team will have the opportunity to lead an outreach activity or event in your community through your local congregation. This will allow your team to take what you’ve learned and apply it back home, continuing to walk together in the Great Commission.

More Program Details: 
Open to all WELS members age 13 and up – you don’t need any specific experience to go on a trip (Example – St. Matthew’s trip to Quito, Ecuador; one person on the team knew a little Spanish)
Goal is to offer 40 one- to two-week trips in the first year, with 200 trips completed after 3 years
75% of trips will be domestic, 25% international

LEARN MORE: wels.net/missionjourneys



Wisconsin Lutheran Chapel (UW-Madison)
Mission Journey to Colorado Springs, Colo.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
WELS Missions Facebook page - Like our page to stay up-to-date on news from Home and World Mission fields, read inspiring stories of the gospel at work, and take advantage of the many resources WELS Missions has to offer. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Subscribe to the WELS Missions Update biannual newsletter and weekly blogs–written by our own missionaries here and abroad at wels.net/subscribe. 

Missions Blogs:
Sent out every Thursday with personal stories of the gospel at work from our Home and World Mission fields

Biannual Missions Update e-Newsletter
Sent out every Spring (April/May) and Fall (October/November) with the latest news updates from our WELS Home and World Missions. 

WELS Resource Center: 
Find the latest Fact Sheets, PowerPoint presentations, maps, and mission speaker resources at http://missions.welsrc.net/

Questions? Email missionspromotions@wels.net



All to God’s Glory!
“If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it 
with the strength God provides, so that in all things God 
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

1 Peter 4:11
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