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Notes

To learn more about the convention and to view convention photos and video reports, visit www.wels.net/
convention.

Many references to the Book of Reports and Memorials (BORAM) are included within the convention resolutions.
Unless otherwise noted, these are referencing the 2011 BORAM, which can be found at www.wels.net/about-wels/
synod-reports.



Convention overview

ore than 400 voting and advisory delegates met at Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, Wis., from July

25-29, 2011, for the 61st Biennial Convention of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. In addition to
experiencing the uplifting worship services and devotions and hearing two fine doctrinal essays, the delegates spent
a week reviewing the work of the synod during the past two years and making decisions on a number of issues.

The ministry financial plan (budget)

Delegates approved a ministry financial plan for the next two years that will make possible the opening of four to six
new home missions, expansion of staffing and programs in world mission fields, continued programs of called worker
training at the ministerial education schools, and a modest increase in synodical salaries (2 percent and 2.5 percent
in the next two years following two years of wage freezes). The budget recommended by the Synodical Council and
approved by the convention provides for careful expansion of the synod’s work, especially in the area of missions.

The synod'’s capital debt has been reduced from $22.4 million in 2007 to $11.6 million today. The budget provides for
continuing payments to eliminate the synod’s capital debt in eight years.

Chief Financial Officer Todd Poppe also reported to the convention that the closing for the purchase of a new synod
administration building would take place Aug. 1. The relocation is possible because of an accepted offer for the
synod’s current administration building. Funding for the relocation will come from the sale of the existing building
and the use of facilities funds already on hand; no mission dollars will be used for the move.

Bible translation

After working for nearly a year, the Translation Evaluation Committee reported to the convention that its initial
conclusions are that the revised New International Version (NIV) can be acceptable for use in synodical publications.
(The current version of the NIV is being phased out by the publisher and will no longer be available for use in synod
publications.) In an open hearing, many delegates expressed thanks for the committee’s work and for its clear
commitment to upholding the truth of the Scriptures. Some delegates expressed concerns and reservations about
the revised NIV and spoke in favor of considering other options. No final decision was expected at this convention,
and the committee was not making a final recommendation. The convention determined that a final selection of a
translation for synod publications should be done at the district conventions in 2012, with a two-thirds majority

of all delegates necessary to adopt a translation. The convention also resolved that a special committee should be
appointed to investigate the feasibility of WELS taking part in an effort to produce a new confessional Lutheran
translation of the Bible.

Termination of calls

The Conference of Presidents submitted a report on the matter of terminating calls for financial reasons—something
the synod and individual congregations were forced to do in the midst of the recent recession. The report stressed

the importance of honoring the divinity of the call and showing love and respect to called workers whenever difficult
decisions about divine calls need to be made. The convention accepted the report and also encouraged the Conference
of Presidents to develop guidelines for advising congregations as they wrestle with decisions affecting divine calls and
to consider whether a process of appeal should be developed.

Special celebrations

The delegates had the special joy of declaring fellowship with the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Church of Puerto
Rico. This church body originated as a WELS mission and has now achieved the status of an independent Lutheran
church. The delegates also thanked God for 75 years of mission work in Nigeria and for 50 years of humanitarian
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work done by the Central Africa Medical Mission. Finally, the delegates welcomed Rev. V'yacheslav Horpynchuk, the
head of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC). Touched by his account of the history of Lutheranism in Ukraine and by
the special challenges faced by that church today, the delegates were moved to gather a special offering of more than
$13,000 for the ULC. Horpynchuk expressed his deep gratitude for the warm welcome and for the generous gift.

“In Christ alone” long-range plan
Delegates unanimously adopted the long-range plan developed by the Synodical Council. The “In Christ alone” plan
provides the synod with a road map for the next six years.

Task force to study Lutheran schools
The convention called for the appointment of a special task force to address the challenges facing Lutheran schools
and to report their conclusions and recommendations to the districts in 2012.

The next synod convention will take place in July 2013 at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minn. For complete
information on the 2011 convention, go to www.wels.net/convention.

Serving in Christ,

President Mark Schroeder
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Teacher Peter Wolfgram, secretary Mr. Rod Sieg
Teacher Dennis Friske Mr. David Wahl

Rev. Gene Jahnke
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Committee #1;

Conference of Presidents

Subject: Expressions of gratitude
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the accomplishment of the convention’s work requires the effort of many people; and

WHEREAS 2) the work of the synod depends on the consecrated labor of many people within its membership;
therefore be it

Resolved, that the synod in convention express its gratitude to:

e St. John Lutheran Church and St. Mark Lutheran Church for the use of their facilities for our opening
and closing services.

e The faculty staff of Luther Preparatory School for hosting this convention, especially Roger Kobleske.

e The support staff and officers of the synod for arranging and conducting the business of this
convention, especially Kathy Kolander and Carla Martin.

e Those who delivered the sermons, devotions, and essays; conducted the services; served as
organists and instrumentalists; sang in the choirs, and in other ways led us in worship.

e The Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society for the presentation of the flags.

e The delegates and floor committees of the convention for their concentrated efforts and all who
served on boards, commissions, and committees of the synod.

e Northwestern Publishing House; Church Extension Fund, Inc.; and others who provided materials
for the convention.

 The school staff, kitchen staff, pages, and volunteers who have contributed their time and talent to
make the convention flow smoothly to a successful completion.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Offerings of the convention
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS a thank offering was gathered at both the opening and closing services; therefore be it

Resolved that the 2011 convention of WELS designate both offerings to the Lutheran Church of Puerto Rico.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Location of the 2013 synod convention
Resolution No. 03
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WHEREAS

Resolved

Martin Luther College has extended an invitation to host the 2013 synod convention in New Ulm,
Minn.; therefore be it

that we accept the invitation of Martin Luther College with thanks.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Expression of gratitude
Resolution No. 04

WHEREAS

Resolved

Rev. Joel Frank has served faithfully as district president of the Nebraska District; therefore be it

that our synod in convention thank the Lord for Rev. Frank for his years of faithful service.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: The doctrine of the divine call
Reference: Conference of Presidents report
Resolution No. 06

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

1) the Conference of Presidents has reminded us what Scripture teaches regarding the office of
gospel ministry; and

2) our understanding of the doctrine of the holy ministry, as well as how we apply that doctrine, must
always be drawn from Scripture alone, standing firm on God'’s truth where Scripture clearly speaks
regarding ministry; and

3) as believers we strive to make decisions based on Christian love and sanctified wisdom and
judgment where Scripture allows Christian freedom in ministry matters; and

4) there are times when a calling body recognizes it will not be able to support a worker and
therefore may terminate a divine call for financial reasons or changing ministerial needs; and

5) there may have been past situations involving the termination of divine calls that may have been
handled in different ways, thereby showing greater honor for the public ministry and more love for
those involved; therefore be it

a) that we thank the Conference of Presidents and the three men who served on the ad hoc
committee for their work on this report; and be it further

b) that we adopt the general principles presented by the Conference of Presidents; and be it further

c) that the calling bodies of our synod carefully adhere to these principles when making decisions
about called workers, so that the ministry is given proper honor and called workers are treated with
respect and honor; and be it further

d) that we encourage continued study of the Scriptures in circuits and conferences regarding the
doctrine of the divine call; and be it finally

e) that in view of Christ’s forgiveness we pray that a forgiving spirit prevail among us.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED
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Subject: Strengthen school ministries
Reference: Conference of Presidents recommendation
Resolution No. 07

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolvi

1) the Lord has instructed us in the Great Commission, “Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19,20); and

2) our Lutheran schools are actively carrying out this Great Commission; and

3) the devil is powerful and is looking to destroy the wonderful work being done through our
Lutheran schools; and

4) it is vital that our Lutheran schools be as strong as possible during this time of challenge and
change; therefore be it

a) that all synod members keep our schools and their students, teachers, and leaders in their regular
prayers; and be it finally

b) that a task force on Lutheran schools be established and given the charge of working with the
Commission on Lutheran Schools to find ways to build awareness of and to promote and strengthen
Lutheran schools in our congregations, federations, and synod.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Procedures for the elective termination of a divine call
Reference: Unpublished memorial (2011-05U)
Resolution No. 09

WHEREAS
WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolved,

Resolved,

1) Scripture instructs us to treat all called workers with love and respect; and

2) the convention has adopted the general principles regarding the doctrine of the divine call as it
was presented by the Conference of Presidents; therefore be it

a) that the Conference of Presidents develop a process regarding the termination of the divine call for
elective reasons, giving consideration to the matter of an appeal in such matters; and be it further

b) that they communicate this process to calling bodies so that it may be used proactively; and be it
finally

c) that the Conference of Presidents maintain oversight over the process.

Pastor Douglas Free, chairman
Pastor Mark Gartner, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #2:

Synodical Councll

Subject: Synodical Council report
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 49-55
Report No. 01

Floor Committee #2 has reviewed the report of the Synodical Council (SC). The SC is responsible for all activities of
the synod in pursuit of its mission, other than those conferred on the Conference of Presidents, acting on behalf of the
synod between conventions.

We commend the SC for faithfully following through in implementing the resolutions of the 2009 synod convention as
outlined in BORAM, pp. 54 and 55. We have full faith that the SC will continue to monitor and implement the resolu-
tions of the 2011 synod convention.

We note with joy the efforts made to reduce the number of special funds and the continued efforts to streamline the
management of special funds. We are thankful that, since 2007, our synod has been able to significantly reduce our
debt. We look forward to the day when the synod is debt free. We commend the SC for its efforts in the relocation of
the synod’s headquarters.

We express appreciation for the SC members who have completed terms of faithful service: Mr. Dale Anderson, SC lay
representative; Mr. Rodger Anderson, SC lay representative; Pastor Harold Hagedorn, administrator for Home Mis-
sions; and Pastor Phil Koelpin, chairman for the Board for World Missions.

Pastor Samuel Hacker IIlI, chairman
Pastor Michael Spaude, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Synodical Council report addendum
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 49-55
Report No. 02

We express appreciation for the service of Pastor Doug Engelbrecht (SC COP representative), who concludes his
time of service on the SC with this convention. We also have been informed that this will be the final year of Synodi-
cal Council (SC) service for Mr. Tom Schlittenhart, SC representative from the Arizona-California District; Mr. Seth
Hansen, SC lay representative from the Dakota-Montana District; and Mr. Kurt Austad, SC lay representative from the
Nebraska District.

We express appreciation for these faithful servants of the Lord.

Pastor Samuel Hacker III, chairman
Pastor Michael Spaude, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #3:

President’s report

Subject: Membership—congregations
Reference: Report from the President’s Office
Resolution No. 1

WHEREAS 1) the following congregations are recommended by their respective district presidents for
membership in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod; and

WHEREAS 2) their constitutions have been examined and approved by their respective district constitution
and legislation committees; therefore be it

Resolv that these congregations be graciously welcomed into the voting membership of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod:

MICHIGAN DISTRICT
Hosanna Lutheran Church, Maumee, Ohio

NEBRASKA DISTRICT
Grace Hmong Lutheran Church, Kansas City, Mo.
Christ Lutheran Church, Denver, Colo.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT
Holy Trinity Korean Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Wash.
Peace in Jesus Vietnamese Lutheran Church, Boise, Idaho

SOUTH ATLANTIC DISTRICT
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Shepherd of the Lakes, Land O’ Lakes, Fla.

Pastor Norman Burger, chairman
Pastor William Runke, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Membership—called workers
Reference: Report from the President’s Office
Resolution No. 2

WHEREAS the following pastors, professors, graduate tutors, male teachers, and staff ministers are
recommended by their respective district presidents for voting membership in the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod; therefore be it

Resolved that the following be graciously welcomed into the voting membership of the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod:

ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA DISTRICT

Rev. David A. Frey, Living Word Lutheran Church, Mission Viejo, Calif., from WLS

Rev. Jonathan P. Loescher, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Sacramento, Calif., from WLS
Rev. Gary Lupe, Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Cibecue, Ariz., from ACTS
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Rev. Colin M. Rieke, Grace (Vail Exploratory), Tucson, Ariz., from WLS
Teacher Steven A. Springborn, Cross of Glory Lutheran School, Peoria, Ariz., from MLC

DAKOTA-MONTANA DISTRICT
Rev. Seth D. Bode, Great Plains Lutheran High School, Watertown, S.D., from WLS
Rev. Jordan P.]. Ertl, Our Savior/Grace Lutheran Churches, Bismarck/Minot, N.D., from WLS

MICHIGAN DISTRICT

Rev. Justin L. Dauck, Michigan Lutheran Seminary, Saginaw, Mich., from WLS

Rev. Timothy S. Denney, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Big Rapids, Mich., from WLS

Rev. Alexander F. Groth, Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, from WLS
Rev. Andrew M. Lindke, St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church, Kawkawlin, Mich., from WLS
Rev. Joel M. Tullberg, Shepherd of the Hills, Lansing, Mich., from WLS

Teacher Steven R. Lehman, St. Peter Lutheran School, Plymouth, Mich., from MLC
Teacher Samuel Schlicht, Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Burton, Mich., from MLC

MINNESOTA DISTRICT

Rev. Benjamin P. Kempfert, Grace Lutheran Church, Oronoco, Minn., from WLS

Rev. Aaron A. Nitz, St. Mark Lutheran Church, Bemidji, Minn., from WLS

Rev. Stephen A. Schmiel, Faith Lutheran Church, Prior Lake, Minn., from WLS

Rev. Steven R. Tews, St. Peter Lutheran Church, Balaton, Minn., from WLS

Rev. Daniel . Westendorf, Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., from WLS

Rev. Wei Zhao, Distance Learning Program Assistant, East Asia, from WLS

Teacher Matthew Evans, Crown of Life Lutheran School, West St. Paul, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Daniel P. Gawrisch, Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Theodore R. Glodowski, St. John Lutheran School, Goodhue, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Justin D. Hansen, St. John Lutheran School, Red Wing, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Samuel D. Korth, Trinity Lutheran School, Belle Plaine, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Daniel H. Rick, St. John Lutheran School, Sleepy Eye, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Derick M. Rosenbaum, Petra Lutheran School, Sauk Rapids, Minn., from MLC
Teacher Nolan H. Valus, Mt. Olive Lutheran School, Delano, Minn., from MLC

NEBRASKA DISTRICT

Rev. James R. Enderle, Hong Kong Mission, East Asia, from WLS

Teacher Taylor T. Bentz, Gethsemane Lutheran School, Omaha, Neb., from MLC
Teacher Andrew D. Danner, Salem Lutheran School, Colorado Springs, Colo., from MLC
Teacher Jonathan P. Huebner, Nebraska Lutheran High School, Waco, Neb., from MLC
Teacher Bradley |. Jensen, Zion Lutheran School, Valentine, Neb., from MLC

Teacher Ryan J. Obry, Trinity Lutheran School, Hoskins, Neb., from MLC

Teacher Justin Vilski, Our Savior, Longmont, Colo., from MLC

NORTH ATLANTIC DISTRICT
Rev. Peter F. Hagen, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, from WLS
Rev. Philip P. Kiecker, Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Raleigh, N.C., from WLS

NORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT

Rev. Lincoln A. ]. Albrecht, Messiah Lutheran Church, Green Bay, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Paul A. Bowe, Immanuel, Waupaca, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Preston T. Heuer, Grace Lutheran Church, New London, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Jesse K. Johnston, Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Waupaca, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Paul M. Micheel, Holy Cross/St. Mark Lutheran Churches, Daggett/Wallace, Mich., from WLS
Rev. Thomas M. Moldenhauer, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Algoma Wis., from WLS

Rev. Matthew P. Nowak, Trinity/Risen Savior Lutheran Churches, Wabeno/Mountain, Wis., from WLS
Rev. James D. Saatkamp, Christ/St. Peter Lutheran Churches, Denmark/Kewaunee, Wis., from WLS
Rev. Robin A. ZeratsKky, St. John Lutheran Church, Florence, Wis., from WLS

Teacher William C. Fuerstenau, St. John Lutheran School, Montello, Wis., from MLC

Teacher Karl R. Schwerin, Fox Valley Lutheran High School, Appleton, Wis., from MLC

Teacher Landon ]. Zacharyasz, Mt. Olive Lutheran School, Appleton, Wis., from MLC
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT

Rev. Youn Soo Park, Holy Trinity Korean Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Wash., from WLS

Rev. Jason A. Strong, Syndoulos, Fairbanks, Alaska, from WLS

Teacher Nicholas K. Trebesch, Evergreen Lutheran High School, Des Moines, Wash., from MLC

SOUTH ATLANTIC DISTRICT

Rev. Philip J. Gurgel, Ascension Lutheran Church, Sarasota, Fla., from WLS

Rev. Caleb J. Kurbis, Living Savior Lutheran Church, Asheville, N.C., from WLS

Rev. Matthew P. Westra, Living Promise Lutheran Church, Morristown, Tenn., from WLS
Rev. Benjamin P. Zak, Bethany Lutheran Church, North Fort Myers, Fla., from WLS
Teacher John Althoff, Divine Savior, Doral, Fla., from MLC

Teacher Erik Parsons, Divine Savior, Doral, Fla., from MLC

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT

Rev. Aaron R. Bublitz, Mt. Lebanon Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wis., from WLS
Rev. Luke D. Italiano, St. Luke Lutheran Church, Kenosha, Wis., from WLS

Teacher Christopher D. Bartsch, Siloah Lutheran School, Milwaukee, Wis., from MLC
Teacher Andrew J. Becker, St. Marcus Lutheran School, Milwaukee, Wis., from MLC
Teacher Tyler ]. Briney, Atonement Lutheran School, Milwaukee, Wis., from MLC
Teacher Tyler Morgan, Word of Life Lutheran School, Milwaukee, Wis., from MLC

WESTERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT

Rev. Kyle D. Bitter, Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Joshua M. Bodden, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Onalaska, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Daniel |. Foelske, St. Peter/Trinity Lutheran Churches, Savannah/Mt. Carroll, I11., from WLS
Rev. Joel D. Free, St. Luke Lutheran Church, New Lisbon, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Harland H. Goetzinger 11, Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis., from WLS
Rev. Joshua M. Krieger, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Medford, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Newlin T. Schafer, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Middleton, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Keith A. Schleis, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Menomonie, Wis., from WLS

Rev. Txawj Hem Yang, Wausau Area Hmong Ministry, from WLS

Teacher Martin R. Pagel, Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis., from MLC
Teacher Philip ]. Strong, St. Stephen Lutheran School, Beaver Dam, Wis., from MLC

Pastor Norman Burger, chairman
Pastor William Runke, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: President’s report
Report No. 01

We note with gratitude the gift that God has given us in the service of President Schroeder over the course of the past
four years. We pray that our Savior would continue to grant him a rich measure of love for the Word and for God’s
people, and courage and wisdom to guide our synod in fulfilling our Savior’s mission.

We appreciate how President Schroeder laid out the principles that “... few other churches are offering: the gospel
of Christ crucified—proclaimed by the Scriptures, summarized in the Lutheran Confessions, preserved for us through
the generations.” Together with President Schroeder, we pray that these principles, which by God’s grace have guided
us in the past, will continue to guide our church body in discussions today and mold our conversations and dealings
with one another as we face the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

We pray that our heavenly Father would guard and protect our Wisconsin Synod as we work to proclaim the gospel to
a dying world.

Pastor Norman Burger, chairman
Pastor William Runke, secretary

ADOPTED

PROCEEDINGS 2011 www.wels.net/convention 23



Subject: Appointments and installations 2009-2011
Report No. 2

Installations:

Rev. Keith Free as administrator, Board for Home Missions

Rev. Paul Prange as administrator, Board for Ministerial Education
Teacher Greg Schmill as director, Commission on Lutheran Schools

Appointments:
To Board for Ministerial Education
Mr. Kyle Koltz

To Commission on Lutheran Schools
Mr. Ronald Conradt
Teacher Shawn Herkstroeter

To Commission on Worship
Rev. Jon Zabell, chairman
Rev. Aaron Christie

To Commission on Congregational Counseling
Rev. Jonathan Hein, chairman

Rev. Adam Mueller

Rev. David Scharf

Prof. James Tiefel

Rev. Douglas Tomhave

To Constitution Committee
Rev. Paul Naumann, chairman

To Commission on Inter-Church Relations
Rev. Jonathan Balge
Prof. Keith Wessel

To Translation Evaluation Committee
President Paul Wendland, chairman
Rev. John Braun

Prof. Kenneth Cherney

Prof. Thomas Nass

Rev. Joel Petermann

To Continuing Education for Called Workers Committee
Prof. David Bauer

Rev. Bryan Gerlach

Prof. Richard Gurgel

Rev. James Huebner

Rev. Peter Kruschel

Rev. Paul Prange

Teacher Greg Schmill

To Ad Hoc Congregational Assessment Planning Commission
Rev. Jonathan Hein

Rev. Wayne Schulz

Prof. James Tiefel

Rev. Douglas Tomhave

To Support Committee
Rev. Douglas Free

Rev. Mark Lindner
Rev. Paul Naumann
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Rev. John Steinbrenner
Rev. Donald Tollefson

To Publication Review Committee
Rev. Harlyn Kuschel
Rev. John Schroeder

To Publication Coordinating Commission
Teacher Jeffrey Inniger

Rev. Harlyn Kuschel

Rev. Brian Keller

To Study Committee, Termination of a Divine Call
Prof. Joel Fredrich

Rev. Peter Prange

Prof. John Schuetze

To Christian Aid and Relief
Rev. Robert Hein, chairman

To WELS Historical Institute
Prof. James Korthals

To Forward in Christ Bible study writer
Prof. Daniel Balge

To Forward in Christ interactive Bible study writer
Prof. Joel Otto

To Forward in Christ devotion writer
Rev. Norman Burger

Rev. Steven Pagels

Rev. Michael Woldt

To Forward in Christ editorial comment writer
Rev. Kenneth Brokmeier

To Accounting Oversight Committee
Mr. Carl Rudolph

To WELS Church Extension Fund, Inc.
Mr. Kenneth Zehm
Mr. John Tappe

To WELS Investment Funds, Inc.
Mr. Daniel Eastman
Mr. Ronald White

To WELS VEBA Commission
Rev. Richard Agenten
Teacher Christopher Fischer
Mr. Richard Hudock

Capt. Douglas Miller

Mr. Jeffrey Timm

To WELS Pension Commission
Mr. Robert Abramowski

Mr. Roger Kamin

Mr. David McCulloch

Mr. Eugene Szaj

Teacher Scott Uecker
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To WELS Foundation
Mr. Timothy Boerneke
Mr. James Brenn

Mr. Timothy McDonald
Rev. Paul Prange

Mr. Mark Schulz

Pastor Norman Burger, chairman
Pastor William Runke, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #4:

Finance and budget

Subject: VEBA premium holiday gift
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 54,77,78
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the Lord blessed the investments and use of the WELS VEBA insurance program so that a one-
month premium holiday for 2009 was declared; and

WHEREAS 2) many WELS entities participating in VEBA (congregations, schools, and other ministries) remitted
to WELS the monthly premium holiday amount; and

WHEREAS 3) this significant support contributed to a greater than anticipated Financial Stabilization Fund;
therefore be it

Resolv a) that we thank the Lord of the church for these gifts through his people; and be it finally

Resolved b) that we thank WELS VEBA Commission for providing this premium holiday.

Pastor Daniel Habben, chairman
Teacher Scott Loberger, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Encouragement in continued use of the Financial Stabilization Fund (FSF)
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 54,77,78
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) previous budget support forecasts estimated the amount of bequests that would be received in the
next biennium and used that estimate in budgeting; and

WHEREAS 2) there were years when the amount of bequests actually received was often significantly less than
what was anticipated; and

WHEREAS 3) this required adjustments to plans or reductions in ministry programs; and

WHEREAS 4) now all non-CMO dollars are set aside in the Financial Stabilization Fund for use only in the
following years, rather than in the year in which those funds are actually received; and

WHEREAS 5) this step enables better planning because non-CMO funding is already on hand before it is used;
and

WHEREAS 6) it provides up to one year to address unanticipated reduced funding levels; and

WHEREAS 7) it reduces the likelihood of needing to cut back on ministry in the middle of the year; and

WHEREAS 8) it provides a mechanism for accumulating funds for capital or special projects; and

WHEREAS 9) the Financial Stabilization Fund is working as designed; therefore be it

Resolved that we encourage the Synodical Council in its continued use of the Financial Stabilization Fund.
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Pastor Daniel Habben, chairman
Teacher Scott Loberger, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Gratitude for reduced travel and meeting costs
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 52,54
Resolution No. 03

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolved

1) the 2009 synod convention, in resolution 08-01, called for corporate travel expenses to be reduced
by $400,000; and

2) the reductions actually exceeded $400,000; therefore be it
a) that the areas of WELS ministry be commended for their diligence in this matter; and be it finally

b) that the areas of WELS ministry continue to be circumspect when incurring meeting and travel
costs.

Pastor Daniel Habben, chairman
Teacher Scott Loberger, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: 2011-13 Ministry Financial Plan
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 77-90; Memorial 2011-04; Synodical Council Unfunded Program

Priority List

Resolution No. 04

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

1) the Synodical Council’s (SC) proposed Ministry Financial Plan for the 2011-13 biennium not only
maintains ministry but also provides for careful growth in Home and World Missions while maintain-
ing a three-tiered, four-school ministerial education system; and

2) the SC’s proposed Ministry Financial Plan for the 2011-13 biennium includes the projected use of
reserves of one-time funds (totaling circa $9.5 million) to sustain ongoing ministries; and

3) the SC’s proposed Ministry Financial Plan includes a projected need for Congregation Mission
Offerings (CMO) to increase 3 percent for calendar years 2012 and 2013; and

4) in order to maintain ministries and continue a careful growth of ministries beyond the 2011-13
biennium, support from all other sources will need to grow at 3 or 4 times the rate of inflation to
make up for the use of reserves in the proposed Ministry Financial Plan; and

5) there are still unfunded ministry programs, including archives and archivist, that would be carried
out if funding becomes available; therefore be it

a) that the 2011 synod convention adopt the 2011-13 Ministry Financial Plan proposed by the
Synodical Council; and be it further

b) that we adopt the SC’s unfunded programs priority list; and be it further

c) that we encourage every congregation to consider prayerfully increasing their CMO so that we can
maintain and carefully grow area of ministry programs; and be it finally

d) that we pray that the Lord of the harvest bless the gospel proclamation that the 2011-13 Ministry
Plan supports.

Pastor Daniel Habben, chairman
Teacher Scott Loberger, secretary

ADOPTED
28
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Committee #5:

Inter-Church Relations

Subject: Formalize fellowship with the Confessional Lutheran Church of Puerto Rico
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 157,158
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Church of Puerto Rico (IELC de PR) has its origin in mission
work initiated by WELS in 1964; and

WHEREAS 2) Christian fellowship has been practiced throughout the years between IELC de PR and WELS, and
both churches have been members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC) since
its inception in 1993; and

WHEREAS 3) unity in faith between IELC de PR and WELS has been evidenced by a common commitment to the
Holy Scriptures, to the Lutheran Confessions, and to the doctrinal booklet This We Believe; and

WHEREAS 4) all of the affairs of the IELC de PR and of its congregations are currently administered by the IELC
de PR, its governing board, pastors, and leaders, without any direct administration or financial
support from the WELS Board for World Missions; and

WHEREAS 5) WELS Commission on Inter-Church Relations has begun contacting IELC de PR as an autonomous
sister church, making use of the non-budgetary Puerto Rico Fund for expenses; and

WHEREAS 6) the IELC de PR at its national assembly on Jan. 29, 2011, officially resolved to ask WELS for a
formal recognition of church fellowship; therefore be it

Resolved a) that we thank God for allowing the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Church of Puerto Rico
(IELC de PR) to be formed as an independent confessional Lutheran church with whom we enjoy
unity in faith; and be it further

Resolved b) that WELS officially declare fellowship with the IELC de PR as an independent sister church; and
be it further

Resolved c) that we ask the Lord to bless this fellowship with continuing benefits and joy for both church
bodies; and be it finally

Resolved d) that we look for opportunities to strengthen our fellowship with the IELC de PR, including
cooperative efforts in theological education.

Pastor John Koelpin, chairman
Pastor Tom Unke, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Work of the Commission on Inter-Church Relations (CICR)
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 8-10
Report No. 01

Floor committee No. 5 has reviewed the report submitted by WELS Commission on Inter-Church Relations (CICR).
This commission’s responsibility is to represent the synod in doctrinal discussions with other church bodies who are,
or are not, in fellowship with the synod and to stay informed about the doctrinal trends in other church bodies.
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We are encouraged to see that WELS and the ELS continue to work together in consistent doctrine and practice. This
relationship with our sister synod continues to be a blessing to all.

We support the CICR as it seeks to encourage and provide assistance to church bodies in the Baltic States, Eastern
Europe, and in Scandinavia.

We note with joy that our sister synod in Germany (the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Germany) is celebrating
the 10th anniversary of its elementary school in Zwickau, which now has an enrollment of 145 students in grades
1-4. They have remained faithful in proclaiming the gospel in the face of many challenges.

We give thanks for the formal declaration of fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Confessional Church in Puerto
Rico. This marks an important milestone in our efforts to share the gospel with the people of Puerto Rico.

We encourage the CICR in exploring the possibility of assisting with the organization of free conferences where topics
pertinent to confessional Lutherans could be presented and discussed.

Floor committee No. 5 thanks the CICR for its faithfulness in working with other church bodies to explore relation-
ships based upon a common confession of the truth of God’s Word.

Pastor John Koelpin, chairman
Pastor Tom Unke, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #6:

Ministry of Christian Giving

Subject: Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO)
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 11,12
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) every Christian enjoys the blessings of Christ’s love; and
WHEREAS 2) every Christian is called to share those blessings with others; and

WHEREAS 3) the Ministry of Christian Giving (MCG) works “on behalf of the Conference of Presidents to remind
every WELS member that Christ’s love is our calling;” and

WHEREAS 4) the CMO remains the primary source of funding to carry out the work God has called us to do; and

WHEREAS 5) the MCG has produced excellent materials to be used for the purpose of excelling in the grace of
giving based on “Christ’s Love, Our Calling;” therefore be it

Resolved a) that we encourage every WELS congregation to recognize its CMO is the foundational source to
carry out the ministry God has called us to do as we walk together as a synod; and be it further

Resolved b) that we encourage every WELS congregation to take advantage of the opportunity to participate
in the CMO; and be it further

Resolved c) that we encourage every WELS congregation to prayerfully consider an increase in its CMO; and
be it finally
Resolved d) that we encourage every WELS congregation to implement the “Christ’s Love, Our Calling”

stewardship program.

Pastor David Schneider, chairman
Teacher John Dorn, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Expression of gratitude upon retirement
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 11,12
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) Mr. Tom DeWitz has served the Ministry of Christian Giving faithfully for 11 years; and

WHEREAS 2) Mr. Arnie Nommensen has served the Ministry of Christian Giving faithfully for 13 years and in the
teaching ministry for 37 years; and

WHEREAS 3) Mr. Neil Scriver has served the Ministry of Christian Giving faithfully for 5 years and in the teaching
ministry for 43 years; and

WHEREAS 4) Mrs. Jan Lampe has served the Ministry of Christian Giving faithfully for 10 years and an additional
26 years in the Synod Administration Building; therefore be it

Resolved that our synod in convention thank the Lord for their years of faithful service.
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Pastor David Schneider, chairman
Teacher John Dorn, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #7/:

Communications

Subject: Communication Services Commission
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 12-14
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the Communication Services Commission (CSC) was created in 1993 when the Commission for
Communication on Financial Support was divided into two commissions: one for encouraging
financial support; the other for promoting communication in general; and

WHEREAS 2) the CSC exists to assist the Conference of Presidents (COP) in communicating WELS’ mission to the
members of the synod; and

WHEREAS 3) the CSC meets quarterly to offer meaningful advice on day-to-day communication operations; and

WHEREAS 4) the current structure of the CSC does not address the reality of rapidly changing communication
operations; and

WHEREAS 5) current technologies allow low cost or no cost exchange of information on an “as needed” basis; and

WHEREAS 6) the COP is recommending that the CSC be eliminated and that the Office of Communications and
its director be accountable to the COP through the synod president; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the Communication Services Commission be eliminated as proposed in bylaw Amendment #4
(BORAM, pp. 153,154); and be it further

Resolved b) that an informal committee be created to advise the director of communications on trends in the
field and how they impact the delivery of information; and be it finally

Resolved c) that we thank those who served on the Communication Services Commission for their service.

Prof. Steven Thiesfeldt, chairman
Teacher Jeffrey Kurbis, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Meeting the long-term communication needs of WELS
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 12-14
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) communication methods, means, and messages are critical components to WELS accomplishing its
overall goals; and

WHEREAS 2) “At the heart of our planning for the future is our desire to seek the lost as well as nurture the
found” (BORAM, p. 59); and

WHEREAS 3) the Long-Range Planning Committee has identified a goal stating that “WELS will be more widely
known as a confessional Lutheran church body, firmly founded on the Holy Scriptures and joyfully
proclaiming the saving love of Jesus Christ in Word and sacrament to as many people as possible
around the globe” (BORAM, p. 60); and

PROCEEDINGS 2011 www.wels.net/convention 33



WHEREAS 4) WELS strives to present a clear, positive, and recognizable image as a confessional Lutheran
church body to the general public in a manner that benefits local congregations in their outreach
efforts; and

WHEREAS 5) the majority of current resources are directed toward internal communication (e.g. Forward in
Christ, WELS Connection, Close-Up) and few are directed to external communication (promoting the
WELS image to the outside world); therefore be it

Resolved a) that the Conference of Presidents places a high priority on meeting the needs of an ever-changing
communications landscape; and be it further

Resolved b) that the director of communications addresses not only the needs of communicating to WELS’
membership but also the needs of reaching out to the rest of the world; and be it finally

Resolved c) that the Synodical Council allocates the necessary resources in future budgets to address
Communication Services’ plans for communication designed for audiences outside of our WELS
fellowship (external communication).

Prof. Steven Thiesfeldt, chairman
Teacher Jeffrey Kurbis, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Progress of the Communication Services Commission
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 12-14
Report No. 01

The Communications Floor Committee appreciates the progress the Communication Services Commission (CSC) has
made toward its priority of unifying and coordinating various WELS communication platforms. The committee also
supports the CSC’s work in creating a social networking presence and is pleased with the initial results of this effort.
The committee encourages a continued emphasis on social networking, mobile applications, and the promotion of
new technologies. Finally, the committee strongly supports the initiative to fully leverage the newly-designed WELS
Web site as an outreach tool.

Prof. Steven Thiesfeldt, chairman
Teacher Jeffrey Kurbis, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #8:

Support Services

Subject: Support Services review
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 65-76
Report No. 1

Technology and Financial Services

In spite of budget cuts and staff reductions, we commend Technology and Financial Services for improved service.
Outside contracting and a commitment to new technology has improved efficiency and quality. We thank Martin
Spriggs, Todd Poppe, and their staff members for their commitment to excellence and dedication to ministry.

Human Resources

Despite a lack of clerical support due to budget constraints, Human Resources continues to expand resource materi-
als on Connect, conduct training, and seek new ways to better serve synod-operated organizations. We thank Roger
Crawford and his staff for their tireless work.

The Human Resource Advisory Committee suggests the development of a volunteer human resource professional
network to improve efficiency. Within each district, congregations would have a professional contact to assist them
with human resource questions. We concur with the Human Resource Advisory Committee that this service would
better address called worker care matters such as compensation guidelines, “minister of the gospel” tax treatment,
and risk management issues.

Facility Services

Facility Services provides support service to the ministries conducted at or through the synod corporate headquar-
ters currently located in Milwaukee, Wis. We concur with the planned sale of the current Synod Administration Build-
ing (SAB) and the pending purchase of a 33,000-square-foot office building in Pewaukee, Wis.

Dr. Ronald Buelow, chairman
Teacher Shawn L. Herkstroeter, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #9:

World Missions

Subject: General report
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 91-95
Report No. 01

We thank the Lord of the church who has blessed our WELS world missions with 1,396 souls who were added to our
fellowship during the past biennium. This brings the total of those baptized to 84,466 in the 23 fields where WELS is
doing work. This does not include the approximately 32,000 who are being served in seed-sowing ministries in Asia
and Africa, but who have not been fully organized into congregations or national churches. The 32,642 souls in our
world mission fellowship in 1990 have more than doubled to more than 84,000 today. If we added the people who
are currently willing to be under WELS’ spiritual guidance, there are more than 100,000 who need to be further nur-
tured, trained, and empowered to reach out to those around them.

We express our thanks and appreciation for the work of the Board for World Missions (BWM) as it uses cost-effective
and alternative strategies, including funding the World Missions professor position at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,
to reach an increasing number of people with limited funding.

We commend the BWM for encouraging national ownership of the gospel work, so that work moves forward at a bet-
ter pace and ultimately enables manpower and resources to be redeployed elsewhere for the spread of the gospel.

We express appreciation for the work of the Multi-Language Publications Committee and encourage it to continue to
explore uses of technology in sharing Christ-centered materials.

We encourage the BWM to continue the use of Christian Aid and Relief as a bridge for spreading the gospel.

We join the members of the BWM in expressing our thanks to Pastor Philip Koelpin who served the BWM as chairman
since 1999 and on the board and its committees in various capacities since 1983. His dedication and zeal for mission
work, his faithful service, his leadership, and his adept chairing of numerous meetings with complicated issues has
earned the respect and gratitude of the Board for World Missions and the appreciation of WELS.

It appears that World Missions will be able to enter the next biennium reasonably confident that its current program
can be sustained. Making this possible, however, is the heavy commitment of its special funds. Unless these special
funds are generously replenished, or there is an adequate increase in Congregation Mission Offerings, it may leave
us with the potential for further reduction of programs after the biennium is over. We encourage WELS members to
prayerfully consider supporting World Missions’ efforts through their generous gifts of love.

We pray for the safety of our missionaries and congregations who face dangers and opposition to the sharing of the
gospel.

With the world’s population at 6.8 billion and a growth of 80 million souls annually, there has never been a larger
mission field or greater opportunity to spread the gospel than right now. With that in mind, we commit the future of
our world missions to the Lord in prayer.

Pastor Timothy Spaude, chairman
Teacher John Melso, secretary

ADOPTED
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Subject: Joint Mission Council
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 105,106
Report No. 02

The Joint Mission Council (JMC) oversees those mission opportunities that are the operational responsibility of both
the BWM and the BHM. Much of its work is centered on training people from foreign countries living in the United
States before they return to their homes in our foreign mission fields.

The Lord has blessed the work of the JMC in accomplishing its purpose of preventing or resolving conflicts, enhancing
outreach in established mission fields, and facilitating outreach into new mission fields.

We encourage congregations and members of WELS to look for opportunities in their communities to reach out to
ethnic populations.

We pray for the Lord’s continued blessings on all the efforts of the JMC.

Pastor Timothy Spaude, chairman
Teacher John Melso, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #10:

Home Missions

Subject: Expression of gratitude
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS Rev. Harold Hagedorn has faithfully served as administrator for the Board for Home Missions for
24 years; therefore be it

Resolved that our synod in convention thank the Lord for Rev. Hagedorn for his years of faithful service.

Pastor Ross Else, chairman
Teacher Daniel Brands, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Board for Home Missions
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 99-103
Report No. 01

The ministry of the Board for Home Missions (BHM) has been filled with numerous challenges and blessings. One of
the challenges is the board’s interest in trying to help fellow synod members to see how the Lord is blessing the gos-
pel proclamation in Home Missions. Those interested in learning more about this can set up a mission presentation
by contacting missionspeaker@wels.net.

In an attempt to better represent its district mission boards, the BHM decided to restructure into regional mission
boards (BORAM, p. 100). Concerns have been expressed that the responsibilities of the regional board chairmen and
the representation of the district mission boards under the new structure may be disproportionate. We wish the BHM
God’s blessings as its members evaluate and implement the restructuring process.

Among the blessings we note with thanks to the Lord of the church the 24 years that Rev. Harold Hagedorn faithfully
served as administrator of the BHM. We also acknowledge with thanksgiving the generous $1 million grant from
WELS Church Extension Fund, Inc., (CEF) that allowed the allocation of funds to six missions for land and facilities.
We rejoice that the BHM was able to start four new missions this calendar year in Leamington, Ontario; Tucson, Ariz.;
Morristown, Tenn.; and Moncks Corner, S.C. The BHM continues to explore partnering with congregations in various
ways to make the most of the limited resources available. We are pleased to report that the BHM has also identified
many new mission fields that are ripe for harvest. We trust that the Lord will provide in his good time and according
to his will the funds needed to pursue these opportunities.

Pastor Ross Else, chairman
Teacher Daniel Brands, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #11:

Ministerial Education

Subject: Ministerial Education
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 107-139
Report No. 01

The continuing scriptural purpose of Ministerial Education is the preparation of candidates for the public ministry
of the gospel to proclaim Christ’s love in the congregations, schools, and mission fields of our fellowship (Book of
Reports and Memorials, p. 107). The Lord has richly blessed our four synodical schools this past biennium as they
continued to prepare young men and women for the full-time ministry of proclaiming the gospel “to every nation,
tribe, language, and people.” Never before in the history of our schools have they enjoyed such wonderful opportu-
nities to participate in the worldwide proclamation of the gospel beyond the classroom walls (opportunities that
include Pastoral Studies Institute, overseas teaching, implementation of Mandarin, Daylight International Program,
Project Timothy, and Project Titus). Our two preparatory schools, Luther Preparatory School (LPS) and Michigan
Lutheran Seminary (MLS), are projecting positive trends in school enrollment. These student increases will, with
God’s blessing, translate into enrollment increases at Martin Luther College (MLC) and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
(WLS) in forthcoming years. Both WLS and MLC are faithfully implementing and working to expand continuing edu-
cation programs for the spiritual and professional growth of our called workers. While the four synodical schools are
currently understaffed due to budget restrictions, we are thankful that these dedicated men and women are proving
themselves as faithful servants of the Lord and picking up additional workloads to the best of their abilities and for
the good of their respective student bodies and our synod at large.

We note with concern that while the overall financial support for the Board for Ministerial Education will increase
slightly this biennium, the Synod Support Operating Allocation portion of this amount will decrease slightly. For this
reason, all four synodical schools are reporting that they will rapidly spend down whatever reserve funds are avail-
able to them and will need to implement tuition increases. However, with tuition increases we are concerned that
students will continue to graduate from MLC and WLS with a significant debt load. While the four schools will receive
adequate funding to operate and function this biennium, the Board for Ministerial Education (BME) continues to
work toward a plan for long-term financial stability. This includes operating funds as well as capital projects on all
four campuses that have been put on hold due to budget restrictions.

What our gracious Lord, the head of the church, said nearly 2,000 years ago is still just as applicable today: “The
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few” (Matthew 9:37). With that in mind we need to diligently encourage and
recruit young men and women to prepare for the full-time preaching and teaching ministry, not just to fill current
vacancies but also to be ready to respond to any opportunity the Lord places before us to preach and teach his Word
throughout the world. Workers are still needed—needed for our local pulpits and classrooms, needed for our minis-
terial education schools and our area Lutheran high schools, needed for our home missions and our world missions.
It will take the support of our entire synod to continue to produce these well-trained called workers. These schools
are our schools. We are the ones whom the Lord uses to support these schools with our offerings, prayers, and
encouragements. With his blessing “all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

In spite of the many challenges, the Lord continues to pour forth his blessings upon our schools (students, faculties,
staffs, governing boards) and the members of the Board for Ministerial Education, as together they faithfully use their
God-given gifts to prepare gospel servants for the Lord’s kingdom and our church body.

Pastor Jonathan Voss, chairman
Staff Minister Adrian Smith, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #12:

Congregation and Ministry
Support Group

Subject: CMSG funding priorities
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 16,17,32-35
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) “The role of CMSG is to provide direct assistance to congregations so that they might carry out
gospel ministry in the most faithful way on the local level ... ” and to provide resources to meet those
needs; and

WHEREAS 2) budgetary concerns required a downsizing of the CMSG from 11 positions in 2009 to five directors
and one coordinator by 2011; and

WHEREAS 3) this downsizing left no director for the Commission on Adult Discipleship, Youth and Family
Ministry, and Congregational Counseling; and

WHEREAS 4) the lack of funding for these commissions has made it difficult for them to fulfill their objectives;
and

WHEREAS 5) some programs, such as LivingBold and Kids Connection Web sites, that were being utilized by
congregations are no longer available; and

WHEREAS 6) some programs in the affected commissions are currently funded by grants that may soon expire,
such as Kids Connection video; therefore be it

Resolved that as funding for Tier 1 priorities for CMSG becomes available, the commissions currently without
directors be given special consideration to fund the most necessary programs and materials in these
commissions.

Pastor Kevin Klug, chairman
Teacher Leonard Proeber, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Acknowledgements
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 16-35
Report No. 01

We thank the members of the CMSG for their diligent work in light of limited staffing and financial resources. We
commend their efforts and pray that the Lord would continue to bless the CMSG with enthusiasm and creativity so
that God’s people are faithfully served.

Pastor Kevin Klug, chairman
Teacher Leonard Proeber, secretary

ADOPTED
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Subject: Commission on Adult Discipleship
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 33,34
Report No. 02

We commend the faithful work accomplished by the Commission of Adult Discipleship especially in the area of Wom-
en’s Ministry. This group has gathered Bible studies for women written by women and conducted a national confer-
ence. We encourage our congregations to promote these opportunities and to encourage the women of our synod to
make use of them.

Pastor Kevin Klug, chairman
Teacher Leonard Proeber, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #13:

Northwestern Publishing House and
WELS Historical Institute

Subject: Publication Coordinating Commission (PCC)
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, p. 57
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the WELS Publication Coordinating Commission (PCC) coordinates and prioritizes the publishing
and media production of the synod’s boards and commissions and Northwestern Publishing House

(NPH); and

WHEREAS 2) in the past the PCC reviewed and evaluated publishing proposals for material that would not likely
recover the cost of production and awarded funds from the Publication Fund to those it considered
vital; and

WHEREAS 3) most of the financial resources in the Publication Fund of the PCC were moved to the Financial

Stabilization Fund in order to help other areas of ministry weather this biennium’s financial
challenges; and

WHEREAS 4) the PCC has not been able to fund new projects because of the depleted Publication Fund; and

WHEREAS 5) the PCC has identified a number of worthy projects—such as vacation Bible school materials, a
follow-up video to Road to Emmaus, and various Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary textbooks (BORAM,
p. 57)—that will require funds to complete them; and

WHEREAS 6) the Synodical Council (SC) has identified funding restoration of $300,000 to the PCC Publication
Fund as a Tier 2 priority; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the PCC subcommittee continue to coordinate and prioritize the publishing and media
production of the synod’s boards and commissions and NPH; and be it further

Resolved b) that the PCC be thanked for its timely financial support of WELS; and be it further

Resolv c) that we encourage the members of WELS to support the PCC publishing projects with their prayers
and financial gifts; and be it finally

Resolved d) that the SC make the restoration of the $300,000 to the PCC Publication Fund a high funding
priority within the SC’s Program Priorities—Tier 2.

Pastor Michael Quandt, chairman
Teacher Greg Schmill, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Northwestern Publishing House
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 141,142
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) the WELS Constitution states, “The object and purpose of the synod shall be to extend and
conserve the true doctrine and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church”; and
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WHEREAS 2) the constitution lists a number of activities we do together as a synod, including printing,
publishing, purchasing, selling, and disseminating literature that maintains Lutheran doctrine and
practice, and furnishing appropriate literature for parish schools, Sunday schools, missions,
institutions, and churches; and

WHEREAS 3) for more than 100 years NPH has prepared materials consistent with Lutheran doctrine and
practice; and

WHEREAS 4) the WELS long-range plan includes the continued function of NPH; and

WHEREAS 5) NPH receives no funding from WELS’ budget but instead generates revenue through the publication
of Lutheran materials and sales to individuals, congregations, and schools; and

WHEREAS 6) the bylaws of the constitution indicate the proceeds NPH receives from these sales shall be used to
develop and publish new materials according to its mission; and

WHEREAS 7) the leadership at NPH proactively anticipated the financial challenges caused by the economic
downturn in our country and made appropriate adjustments to facilities, inventory, and staff; and

WHEREAS 8) NPH is aggressively exploring the use of electronic means to distribute NPH materials; therefore
be it

Resolved a) that NPH continue to explore ways to meet its financial challenges without diminishing its ability

to serve the needs of the synod; and be it further

Resolved b) that NPH continue to look for ways, including electronic media, to produce quality materials that
present the Lutheran teachings we treasure; and be it finally

Resolv c) that NPH be thanked for its long history of producing materials faithful to the truths of God’s Word.

Pastor Michael Quandt, chairman
Teacher Greg Schmill, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: WELS Historical Institute
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 142,143
Report No. 01

We reviewed the report submitted by WELS Historical Institute. The institute works to preserve and present the
story of God’s grace to WELS, publishes WELS Historical Institute Journal and WELS Historical Institute Newsletter,
and works for the restoration and preservation of Salem Landmark Church.

We thank the WELS Historical Institute for its work and encourage it to continue to seek funding apart from budget-
ary support of WELS.

Pastor Michael Quandt, chairman
Teacher Greg Schmill, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #14:

WELS Church Extension Fund

Subject: WELS Church Extension Fund, Inc.
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 143-145
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) WELS Church Extension Fund, Inc. (CEF), is a self-supporting, not-for-profit corporation; and

WHEREAS 2) its mission is to provide financing for mission-minded projects under the direction of WELS Board
for Home Missions by providing loans and grants to qualified mission congregations, so they can
acquire land and build or renovate worship/ministry facilities used as tools for gospel outreach; and

WHEREAS 3) the Loan Program is funded by investments in WELS CEF certificates by individual WELS
members, WELS congregations, and WELS-affiliated organizations; and

WHEREAS 4) the Grant Program is funded by gifts and bequests made directly to WELS CEF; and

WHEREAS 5) during the past two fiscal years, WELS CEF has provided more than $25 million in loans to mission
congregations for 23 facility construction projects and 10 property purchases; and

WHEREAS 6) during the same period, WELS CEF has provided more than $2.1 million in matching grants to 20
different mission congregations, increasing their down payments for either land purchases or facility
projects; and

WHEREAS 7) since 1993, WELS CEF has disbursed nearly $24 million in matching grants to mission
congregations across North America; and

WHEREAS 8) in 2011, WELS CEF has provided a one-time grant totaling $1 million to WELS Board for Home
Missions to help kick-start a number of mission congregations; and

WHEREAS 9) in 2009, WELS CEF began offering Retirement/IRA certificates, providing a new option for
supporting our missions; therefore be it

Resolv a) that WELS gives thanks to WELS CEF for the generous grants they have contributed to WELS Board
for Home Missions; and be it further

Resolved b) that WELS encourages individual members and congregations to invest in WELS CEF Loan
Certificates, Savings Certificates, and Retirement/IRA Certificates; and be it finally

Resolved c) that WELS encourages individuals to remember WELS CEF with their gifts and bequests.

Pastor Samuel Clemons, chairman
Pastor Ross Stelljes, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #15:

WELS Foundation and
WELS Investment Funds

Subject: WELS Investment Funds, Inc.
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 147,148
Report No. 01

Our committee acknowledges the thorough work that the WELS Investment Funds, Inc. (WIF), directors and officers
continue to do for the benefit of WELS organizations. WIF makes it possible for organizations within WELS to invest
in two professionally managed investment portfolios, the WELS Equity Fund and the WELS Income Fund.

With the changing investment climate, various strategic investment options continue to be considered. To manage
risk in an uncertain market, WIF considers numerous stock and bond investments but does not invest directly in
individual companies. By following its current guidelines, the overall performance of WIF has outpaced the overall
market. WIF provides a conservative investment medium for individual congregations and other WELS organizations.

WIF appreciates the more than 160 WELS organizations, including 129 congregations, who have invested more than
$65.8 million in WIF. As more organizations invest with WIF the overall costs are shared, improving overall return.

WIF encourages congregations or other WELS organizations that have long-term investments available to consider a
WIF investment.

For more information, contact www.welsfunds.net or call toll-free 877-888-8953.

Layman Gary Gilgen, chairman
Pastor Paul Johnston, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: WELS Foundation
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 145-147
Report No. 02

WELS Foundation’s function is to assist individuals in making prayerfully planned gifts either to WELS, a WELS con-
gregation, or WELS-affiliated organizations and ministries.

Donors may choose from a surprising variety of plans and options as the Holy Spirit moves them to make a gift of love
to the Lord, including the option of receiving a regular income. These gifts may include any form such as cash, invest-
ments, property, life insurance, or bequests. WELS Foundation works closely with WELS Ministry of Christian Giving.

Our committee heard an excellent example of teaching children about Christian giving. Every Thanksgiving, a grand-
mother would present her grandchildren with giving options from her donor advised fund. She would let them choose
where the distribution of funds would be given. What a wonderful way to teach children about giving to the Lord!

Additional information can be found at the WELS Foundation Web site, www.WELSFoundation.net, or call toll-free
800-752-8940. Requests are distributed to the appropriate WELS Christian giving counselor for follow up.

Layman Gary Gilgen, chairman
Pastor Paul Johnston, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #16:

Benefit Plans

Subject: WELS Benefit Plans
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 149,150
Report No. 01

The synod in convention wishes to commend and recognize the WELS VEBA Commission for its hard work in imple-
menting the mandates made necessary by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. While the long-term
implications of reform are unknown, the commission is diligently attempting to insure the availability of affordable,
quality health care to our called workers in the future.

The floor committee wishes to commend and recognize the WELS Pension Commission for steps to diversify invest-
ments in a manner that reduces risk while potentially increasing return. While not currently fully funded (approxi-
mately 80 percent), this action has the potential to make it fully funded within five to seven years.

Layman David Schwantz, chairman
Pastor Leon Ehlert, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #17:

Christian Aid and Relief

Subject: The ongoing work of WELS Christian Aid and Relief
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 63,64
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolv

Resolved

Resolved

1) the apostle Paul gives scriptural encouragement for the mission of WELS Christian Aid and
Relief, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10); and

2) Jesus himself exhorts us to support those in need by telling us that on judgment day he will
commend his sheep for their acts of Christian love, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40); and

3) the committee partners with WELS missionaries to support humanitarian aid projects that can
help build bridges to proclaim the gospel; and

4) Christian Aid and Relief is not funded in the WELS budget but by the special gifts of WELS
members; and

5) the 2009-10 fiscal year saw expenditures totaling $468,849 with $320,699 designated for
domestic relief efforts and $148,150 for foreign relief efforts; and

6) many thousands of dollars were given to support areas of humanitarian aid through home and
world missionaries, offering opportunities to show how much WELS cares, which can help build
bridges to proclaim the gospel; for example, a) in Haiti, money given to support orphanages led to
Sunday School sessions through our missionary and lay helpers, b) in Africa, money for boreholes
led to new opportunities to proclaim the gospel, and c) in Pakistan, money for food, clothing, and
personal needs led to village Bible studies; and

7) WELS Christian Aid and Relief continues to look for ways to improve its communication to synod
members and has produced a video that describes this ministry; and

8) the committee is partnering with other WELS agencies, such as WELS Kingdom Workers,
Wisconsin Lutheran College, Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service, and our synod’s worker
training schools to coordinate volunteers to assist in relief efforts where appropriate; therefore be it

a) that WELS in convention thank the committee for its faithful work; and be it further

b) that WELS in convention encourage congregations, schools, and other local church organizations
to make use of the WELS Christian Aid and Relief video so that the constituency of WELS who
support the work can see firsthand how their gifts are used; and be it further

c) that local churches, schools, and organizations be encouraged to invite members of the committee
to report firsthand about the work of the committee; and be it further

d) that WELS in convention encourage the constituency of WELS to use the Web page
www.wels.net/relief to learn firsthand the current work of the committee and to donate online; and
be it further
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Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

e) that WELS in convention encourage each individual congregation to include WELS Christian Aid
and Relief in its annual budget or to consider holding a freewill door offering at least once per year;
and be it further

f) that WELS in convention encourage other agencies of WELS to partner with WELS Christian Aid
and Relief to coordinate volunteers who assist in relief efforts when appropriate; and be it finally

g) that WELS in convention encourage the committee to look for more opportunities to provide relief
and aid, which become bridges for pastors in home missions and missionaries in world missions to
proclaim the gospel in new places.

Teacher Stephen Schultz, chairman
Pastor Roy Hefti, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #18:

Long-range plan

Subject: WELS long-range plan
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 59-63
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the synod’s long-range plan as presented provides a general guideline for the future direction of
our synod that is flexible enough to react to changing circumstances and allows areas of ministry to
fill in the details of their plans; and

WHEREAS 2) some WELS members have requested access to the details supporting this general plan; and
WHEREAS 3) a good long-range plan needs to provide for measurement, tracking, and reporting; and
WHEREAS 4) the long-range plan needs to recognize the great importance of staying current with new

technologies as they become available, utilizing the best methods for spreading the gospel to as
broad an audience as possible; and

WHEREAS 5) it is important to communicate in a brotherly way with world mission fields and as we operate
cross-culturally; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod in convention adopt the long-range plan with
thanks to the long-range planning committee for its diligent service; and be it further

Resolv b) that access to the details that support this general plan be made available to interested members
of our synod; and be it further

Resolved c) that provisions be made in connection with the long-range plan for measurement, tracking, and
reporting that focus on efforts rather than just those results that only the Holy Spirit can grant; and
be it further

Resolved d) that we encourage the utilization of the best methods for spreading the gospel to as broad an
audience as possible through new technologies; and be it finally

Resolved e) as it involves churches in world mission settings, the long-range plan will be communicated to our
brothers and sisters in the world in a way that does not impose our plans on them but respects their
full partnership with us in gospel ministry.

Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht, chairman
Pastor Mark Paustian, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #19:

Bible translation

Subject: Translation Evaluation Committee

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 36,37; Supplemental Report of the Translation Evaluation Committee;
Unpublished memorials from the Michigan and South Central Districts

Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the 1984 NIV will be unavailable for use in synod publications as early as 2013, and Northwestern
Publishing House will need to change to a different translation; and

WHEREAS 2) the Translation Evaluation Committee (TEC) was appointed by the synod praesidium to evaluate
Bible translations; and

WHEREAS 3) the TEC combined its members’ experience and expertise to produce a measured report, to
evaluate NIV 2011 in its entirety, to offer reviews of various other translations, to provide a
supplemental report, to compile a comprehensive bibliography of theological and linguistic
materials, to maintain a Q & A forum that answers the most frequently asked questions about NIV
2011, to create a Web site to share all its findings with the synod, and to arrive at a conclusion to
which we may react; and

WHEREAS 4) Floor Committee #19 reacted to the report of the TEC with approval; and

WHEREAS 5) two memorials have come to this convention expressing concerns about the changes made in NIV
2011 and asking for time for study and discussion; and

WHEREAS 6) continuing study and discussion are the path to consensus and confidence about which Bible
translation to use in synod publications; and

WHEREAS 7) the TEC is willing to continue in its role as our teachers and guides; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the synod in convention express heartfelt thanks to the TEC for its faithful work; and be it
further

Resolved b) that the TEC continue to function in order to educate the synod on the general principles that we

ought to use to evaluate the Bible translations mentioned in its reports, and so to help build a
consensus among us on which translation to use for synod publications (suggested teaching methods
include the publication of study documents, a symposium at our seminary, personal appearances,
distance learning, and the like); and be it further

Resolv c) that the TEC specifically address the concerns about gender inclusive language and messianic
prophecy in connection with its proposal to use NIV 2011 in synod publications; and be it finally

Resolved d) that we ask the Lord of the church to preserve his Word of Life among us so that we may use it to
teach all nations.

Pastor Thomas Jeske, chairman
Prof. Norv Kock, secretary

ADOPTED
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Subject: A Confessional Lutheran Bible translation
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 36,37; Supplemental Report of the Translation Evaluation Committee
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) some have articulated concerns about each of the translations currently available for use in our
synodical publications; and

WHEREAS 2) some have expressed a desire for a translation produced by confessional Lutherans (a 10- to 15-
year project); and

WHEREAS 3) confessional Lutheran study notes (a five- to seven-year project) would be a welcome addition to
any Bible translation chosen for use in synodical publications; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the Synod Praesidium appoint a task force to study the feasibility of producing a confessional
Lutheran translation and/or study Bible with notes to accompany whatever Bible translation is
chosen; and be it finally

Resolved b) that the appointed task force offer a preliminary report to the 2012 district conventions and final
recommendations to the 2013 convention of WELS.

Pastor Thomas Jeske, chairman
Prof. Norv Kock, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: The mechanism for a decision on the choice of a Bible translation for synod publications
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 36,37; Supplemental Report of the Translation Evaluation Committee
Resolution No. 03

WHEREAS 1) making a decision on which Bible translation to use in synod publications before the synod meets
in convention in 2013 would assist Northwestern Publishing House because it needs to make writing
assignments and to avoid lost revenue; and

WHEREAS 2) this decision will also impact those that Northwestern Publishing House serves, including our
Lutheran schools; and

WHEREAS 3) the ongoing work of the Translation Evaluation Committee (TEC) will be a major component in
the selection process (i.e., the publication of study documents, a symposium at our seminary,
personal appearances, distance learning, and the like); and

WHEREAS 4) the synod in convention has authority to create a mechanism by which the decision on the choice
of a Bible translation for synod publications may be made; therefore be it

Resolv a) that the TEC give a “Final Report” to the Synod Praesidium in time to be included in the 2012
Report to the Twelve Districts; and be it further

Resolved b) that the TEC include in its “Final Report” the input it will receive from the ongoing process of
evaluation; and be it further

Resolved c) that on the basis of the TEC’s “Final Report” the praesidium of the synod create a ballot that will
be used at each 2012 district convention to choose a Bible translation for synod publications; and be
it finally

Resolved d) that if there is not a two-thirds majority from all 2012 district delegate votes (aggregate), the
Synod Praesidium will make provision for a final vote at the 2013 synod convention or call a special
convention.

Pastor Thomas Jeske, chairman
Prof. Norv Kock, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #20:

Called worker continuing education

Subject: Continuing education for WELS called teachers
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 38-44; unpublished proposal
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS
WHEREAS
WHEREAS
WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Resolved

Resolv

Resolv

Resolved

1) out of love for both the lost and the saved, the Lord of the church has established the public
ministry; and

2) the Lord of the church has established qualifications for those who would serve in the public
ministry; and

3) individuals possessing these qualifications are divinely called into the public ministry; and
4) those who have been given such a trust must prove faithful; and
5) proving faithful requires “fanning into flame” the gifts that have been received; and

6) the devil is ever changing his tactics to most effectively destroy the faith of the children of God,
necessitating the ongoing spiritual growth of called teachers; and

7) the ongoing changes in the profession of teaching require continuing education to stay abreast of
these changes; and

8) the Sixtieth Biennial Convention of WELS adopted resolutions that the Continuing Education for
Called Workers (CECW) Committee “develop a coordinated and comprehensive program of
continuing education for called workers that meets real ministry needs and that understands the
various learning styles and preferences of our workers,” realizing that “programs of professional
growth can be flexible and can incorporate many different kinds of professional growth opportunities”
(2009 BORAM, p. 186, lines 1021-1024); and

9) for called teachers, these directives are in keeping with the standards of the profession both within
society and within WELS; and

10) research verifies that the development of a quality teacher and the establishment of lifelong
habits of effective continuing education are supported through a system of new teacher induction; and

11) research verifies that ongoing professional development for teachers that is sustained and
intensive leads to student achievement gains; and

12) a program of continuing education requires the resources of time and money; therefore be it
a) that WELS expect ongoing continuing education by its called teachers; and be it further

b) that WELS develop standards for continuing education that include creating, following, updating,
and reporting a plan of continuing education to be called a Ministry Development Plan (MDP); and be
it further

c) that a distinction be made between synod certification and continuing education status; and be it
further

d) that a called teacher’s continuing education status be reported on documents that are supplied to
a calling body when it considers candidates at a call meeting; and be it further
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Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved

Resolved,
Resolvi

Resolved

Resolved

e) that the assignment of Martin Luther College (MLC) teacher candidates be accompanied by a
system of new teacher induction; and be it further

f) that the ongoing status of continuing education be maintained by an ongoing process of creating,
following, updating, and reporting of MDPs at regularly established intervals; and be it further

g) that MDPs include goals for spiritual and professional growth through formal and informal
activities; and be it further

h) that the Commission on Lutheran Schools (CLS) in collaboration with MLC and Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary (WLS) be authorized to create the necessary procedures and instruments to pilot and test
the details of this system of continuing education; and be it further

i) that a system be developed whereby the MDPs are reported and managed; and be it further

j) that calling bodies be expected to provide the necessary resources of time and money so that
teachers may maintain appropriate continuing education status; and be it further

k) that the Conference of Presidents (COP) and the Synodical Council (SC) plan for the resources of
time and money needed to support a system of continuing education for WELS teachers; and be it
finally

1) that the director of the CLS supply progress reports to the 2012 district conventions and the 2013
synod convention for their feedback and/or action.

Pastor Donn Dobberstein, chairman
Teacher David Niemi, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Continuing education for WELS called pastors
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 38-44
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS

WHEREAS
WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS
WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

60

1) the Sixtieth Biennial Convention of WELS adopted resolutions that the Continuing Education for
Called Workers (CECW) Committee “develop a coordinated and comprehensive program of
continuing education for called workers that meets real ministry needs and that understands the
various learning styles and preferences of our workers,” realizing that “programs of professional
growth can be flexible and can incorporate many different kinds of professional growth opportunities”
(2009 BORAM, p. 186, lines 1021-1024); and

2) continuing education in WELS is motivated by the gospel; and

3) continuing education in WELS honors all God’s gifts, including our mind and all our abilities
(First Article gifts); and

4) continuing education in WELS values the many ways individual called workers learn throughout
their lives; and

5) continuing education in WELS delights in the mutual support of the body of Christ; and

6) in the summer of 2010, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) established “Grow in Grace: the
Institute for Continuing Education at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary” to signal a renewed commitment
to provide resources and opportunities that enable it to partner with called workers—especially
pastors—in the lifelong challenge of spiritual and professional growth; and

7) the work of Grow in Grace has been funded wholly by two generous grants without a single dollar
from the seminary or synodical budget; and

8) the work of Grow in Grace under God’s blessing has launched into a five-pronged approach to
support the spiritual and professional growth of called workers (2011 BORAM, pp. 39,40); therefore
be it
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Resolved a) that we acknowledge with heartfelt thanks the work of the CECW and WLS; and be it further

Resolved b) that we encourage WLS to continue the Pastor Partner Program (2011 BORAM, p. 40) in the
coming biennium; and be it further

Resolved ¢) that our WELS congregations encourage and support their pastors in developing a spiritual and
professional growth plan; and be it further

Resolved d) that WLS pursue the goal that the Grow in Grace institute be self-supporting; and be it finally

Resolved e) that the Continuing Education for Called Workers Committee supply progress reports to the 2012
district conventions and present a proposal for continuing education for pastors at the 2013 synod
convention.

Pastor Donn Dobberstein, chairman
Teacher David Niemi, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #21:

Miscellaneous memorials

Subject: Time of Grace ministry
Reference: Unpublished Memorials 2011-06U and 2011-07U
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) Time of Grace Ministry is serving a valuable purpose in the spreading of the gospel around the
world and serving our WELS constituency with doctrinally sound, Bible-based materials, television
programs, and Internet resources; and

WHEREAS 2) some in our fellowship are concerned with the relationship between Time of Grace and the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), possibly resulting in an unclear confession and/or cases
of offense within our fellowship; and

WHEREAS 3) the praesidium of the Southeastern Wisconsin District, the constitutionally appointed body tasked
with overseeing doctrine and practice in its district, has been working with Time of Grace in order to
address the issues causing the controversy and confusion; and

WHEREAS 4) Time of Grace is cooperating with the praesidium of the Southeastern Wisconsin District in order
to address these concerns; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the synod acknowledges, thanks, and encourages Time of Grace to continue in its ministry
for the edification of WELS members and the spreading of the pure gospel message to thousands of
others; and be it further

Resolved b) that the synod supports the praesidium of the Southeastern Wisconsin District as it works with
Time of Grace (and will report to the Conference of Presidents in October 2011) toward a God-
pleasing, scriptural resolution to this matter; and be it finally

Resolved c) that we praise God the Holy Spirit for the precious unity of faith and brotherly love we enjoy in
WELS and pray that through the Word he keep us steadfast in the same.

Pastor Fred Casmer, chairman
Pastor Scott ]. Stone, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Christian Life Resources’ proposed resolution on abortion
Reference: Unpublished Memorial 2011-01U
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) the Holy Scriptures clearly testify to a reverence for the life of the mother and the life of her
unborn child as both being equal in value, each being accountable for sin, each the object of God’s
precious gift of salvation, and therefore each being worthy of protection; and

WHEREAS 2) the Holy Scriptures demonstrates its reverence for life by commanding its protection and
condemning as sin the selfish and wrongful termination of life; therefore be it

Resolv a) that we acknowledge when an abortion procedure is performed with the specific intent not to
preserve life but to terminate life, it is rightfully called sin and condemned by God; and be it further
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Resolved b) that we encourage the editors of our synodical periodicals, as well as our pastors and teachers,
to continue fervently and faithfully testifying against sin and, in particular, the sin of abortion that
involves the intentional and willful killing of any human life whether inside or outside of the womb;
and be it further

Resolved c) that in those extremely rare circumstances in which a pregnancy directly endangers the physical
life of the mother, or the mother’s condition directly endangers the life of her unborn child, we call
for action towards preserving both lives however possible or preserving at least one life when
preserving both lives is not possible; and be it further

Resolved d) that we encourage our membership to express its concern and compassion for distressed
pregnant women by supporting all God-pleasing options in the face of unplanned pregnancies and
that our congregations regularly review the teaching of Scripture on the high price of sin and of the
inherent value of God’s gift of life; and be it finally

Resolved e) that we more zealously pursue the pure proclamation of the gospel of Christ, which alone can
change wicked hearts from sin to righteousness and then to practice Christ-inspired love as we seek
to care for both the mother and her unborn child.

Pastor Fred Casmer, chairman
Pastor Scott ]. Stone, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: The composition of the voting delegates for the synod convention
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 155,156; Memorial 2011-01
Resolution No. 03

WHEREAS 1) the memorial from the Michigan District (2011-01) called upon the WELS in convention to amend
the bylaws to revert back to 1993 delegate voting composition (see below); and

WHEREAS 2) this committee determined that the best course of action is to receive more direction from the
12 districts of WELS before recommending this amendment to the bylaws; therefore be it

Resolved that the synod request each district to vote on the following proposed amendment to the synod
bylaws.

Current bylaw:
(b) The distribution of delegates among the districts shall be arranged as follows:

1. The number of delegates shall not exceed 400 voting delegates.

2. Half of the voting delegates shall be lay delegates.

3. In determining the distribution of male teacher and of pastor voting delegates, teachers shall be represented in
the same proportion to their total number as pastors are to their total number.

4. The recording secretary of the synod, with the advice and consent of the Conference of Presidents, shall deter
mine the delegate distribution so that each district is equitably represented. The number of delegates of the
Arizona-California, Dakota-Montana, Nebraska, North Atlantic, Pacific Northwest, South Atlantic, and South
Central districts shall not be less than their number of delegates to the 1993 convention.

5. Ordained pastors teaching at one of the educational institutions of the synod or within the synod are to be
placed on the roster of active pastors. All other male members of the respective faculty are to be placed on the
roster of active teachers.

6. Overseas world missionaries shall be selected by the Board for World Missions as synod convention delegates
with the same formula used in determining called ministerial delegates.

7. Pastors and teachers, retired or active, are not eligible to serve as lay delegates.

Proposed bylaw:
(b) Each district shall be represented by a delegation consisting of the following:
1. One lay delegate for every ten congregations of the district. Alternatively a district may choose to be represented
by one lay delegate for every 2,500 communicant members in the district. Pastors and teachers, retired or active,
are not eligible to serve as lay delegates.
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2. One pastoral delegate for every ten active pastors serving in the district.

3. One male teacher delegate for every ten active male teachers serving in the district.

4. Ordained pastors teaching at one of the educational institutions of the synod or within the synod are to be
placed on the roster of active pastors. All other male members of the respective faculty are to be placed on the
roster of active teachers.

5. Overseas world missionaries shall be selected by the Board for World Missions as synod convention delegates
with the same formula used in determining called ministerial delegates.

Pastor Fred W. Casmer, chairman
Pastor Scott ]. Stone, secretary

DEFEATED

Subject: Declining synod membership
Reference: Unpublished Memorial (2011-04U)
Report No. 01

We commend the compassion for souls exhibited by our fellow Christians in the Pacific Northwest District as they
have expressed in their memorial (2011-04U) concerning declining synod membership.

However, after hearing the report concerning the WELS Long-Range Plan 2017 (“In Christ Alone”), this committee
determined that establishing another task force to research membership trends would be duplicating the efforts of
the committee working on the Long-Range Plan 2017. We trust their work will address the questions put forth by
Memorial 2011-04U.

Pastor Fred W. Casmer, chairman
Pastor Scott ]. Stone, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #22:

Constitutional matters

Subject: Amendment #1: Congregation and Ministry Support Group
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 151,152
Resolution No. 01

WHEREAS 1) the 2009 WELS convention approved the reorganization of the former Board for Parish Services
and authorized the Conference of Presidents (COP) to implement it; and

WHEREAS 2) this reorganization involved certain name changes and other wording adjustments to the synod
bylaws and the Constitution of the Districts as adopted by the 2009 convention; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the synod constitution and bylaws be amended as follows:

Section 4.15

Congregation and Ministry Support Group
(a) There shall be an appropriate number of commissions that shall serve under the Conference of Presidents to
provide services and resources to congregations, schools, and individuals in the following areas of ministry: evange-
lism, worship, youth and family ministry, Lutheran schools, adult discipleship, special ministries, and congregational
counseling.
(d) The commissions, their chairmen, and their directors are accountable to the Conference of Presidents.
(f) The director of each commission shall be called by the Conference of Presidents in consultation with the
commission.
(g) Each commission director shall establish means of communication and coordination with district coordinators in
carrying out the work of the commission;

and be it further

Resolved b) that the synod constitution and bylaws be amended as follows:

Synodical Council
Section 5.00
Synodical Council Duties and Responsibilities
(c) The advisory members of the council shall include the first vice president; second vice president; chief financial
officer; an administrator each for home missions, world missions, and ministerial education; the coordinator of the
Congregation and Ministry Support Group; the director of the Ministry of Christian Giving; the director of communi-
cations; and the treasurer. Additional advisory members may be appointed by the chairman as necessary;

and be it further

Resolved c) that the synod constitution and bylaws be amended as follows:

Section 5.10
Synod Operations
(d) Ministry Support includes the praesidium, the Synodical Council and areas accountable to it, and Support Services
as specified in the bylaws;

and be it further

Resolved d) that the synod constitution and bylaws be amended as follows:
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Introductory paragraph preceding bylaws Section 7.00
SUPPORT SERVICES
Support Services includes but is not limited to accounting, archives/history, budgeting, benefit plans, finance, human
resources, legal, lending, planning, real estate, revenue forecasting, and technology. The president oversees this area
directly or indirectly through advisory members he appoints to support the corporations, committees, and commis-
sions accountable to the Synodical Council;

and be it finally
Resolv e) the District Constitution and bylaws be amended as follows:

ARTICLE XV (District Constitution)
Congregation and Ministry Support Group
Section 1. There shall be a district Congregation and Ministry Support Group to assist congregations in the following
areas of ministry: evangelism, worship, youth and family ministry, Lutheran schools, adult discipleship, special minis-
tries, and congregational counseling. The group shall consist of as many coordinators as the district deems appropri-
ate to cover these areas of ministry. Coordinators shall be elected for a term of six years and may succeed themselves
once. The terms shall be staggered within the group.

Section 2. The coordinators shall provide a link with the synodical commissions. Each biennium the coordinators
shall choose one from among their number to serve as the chairman of the group.

Dr. Mark Braun, chairman
Pastor Roy Beyer, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Amendment #2: Structure of the Board for World Missions
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 152,153
Resolution No. 02

WHEREAS 1) at its November 2010 meeting the Synodical Council (SC) approved a resolution, originally
submitted by the Board for World Missions (BWM), which proposes a change to Section 6.16 (d)
of the synod bylaws; and

WHEREAS 2) the Board for World Missions currently consists of two pastors (one the chairman), two laymen,
and one teacher; therefore be it

Resolved that the synod bylaws be changed to read as follows:

Section 6.16
Board for World Missions
(d) The remaining four men shall consist of one pastor, two laymen, and one teacher and be elected for terms of six
years from a slate of candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee of the synod and each may succeed himself
once.

Dr. Mark Braun, chairman
Pastor Roy Beyer, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Amendment #3: WELS Christian Aid and Relief
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, p. 153
Resolution No. 03

WHEREAS 1) the WELS Committee on Relief and the WELS Humanitarian Aid Committee have been reorganized
into a single entity entitled WELS Christian Aid and Relief; and
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WHEREAS 2) its report in BORAM (p. 63) provides the rationale for this change and a description of the new
committee; and

WHEREAS 3) the present bylaw does not reflect the current structure of the committee; therefore be it

Resolved that the convention approve the proposed bylaw change for Section 6.92, which reads as follows:

Section 6.92

WELS Christian Aid and Relief
(a) There shall be an agency that will serve under the Synodical Council to assist them in administering and acting as
agent for any program of disaster relief, special assistance to those in need, or humanitarian aid projects undertaken
by the synod.
(b) The name of this agency shall be “WELS Christian Aid and Relief”
(c) The agency shall be overseen by a committee consisting of five members appointed by the president for a term
of six years. The terms shall be staggered. At least one of the members shall be appointed from a slate of candidates
provided by the Board for World Missions. Committee members may succeed themselves once. Insofar as practicable,
the members shall represent diverse geographic areas.
(d) One of the committee members shall be appointed by the president to serve as chairman
(e) The committee shall make provisions for appropriate administrative and support staff.
(f) The committee, with the approval of the president, shall advise the constituency of the synod as to needs that, in
the judgment of the committee, should be the object of relief appeals within the synod.
(g) The committee shall report to the president.

Dr. Mark Braun, chairman
Pastor Roy Beyer, secretary

ADOPTED

Subject: Amendment #4: Office of Communication Services
Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 153,154
Resolution No. 04

WHEREAS 1) in 1993 the Commission for Communication on Financial Support (CCFS) was divided into two
new entities, the Ministry of Christian Giving and the Office of Communication Services, each
governed by its own commission; and

WHEREAS 2) history has shown that there is no need for a commission to oversee the Office of Communication
Services; and

WHEREAS 3) the Conference of Presidents (COP) is recommending that the Communication Services Commission
be eliminated and that the Office of Communication Services and its director be accountable to the
COP through the synod president; therefore be it

Resolved a) that the convention eliminate the Communication Services Commission; and be it further

Resolved b) that bylaws Section 4.30 be amended as follows:

Office of Communication Services
(a) There shall be an Office of Communication Services that shall serve under the Conference of Presidents to assist
them in communicating the synod’s mission to the members of the synod. The Office of Communication Services will
be administered by a director of communications who shall report to the Conference of Presidents through the synod
president.
(b) The Office of Communication Services, through its director, shall be responsible for a clear and consistent com-
munication of the synod’s mission from the synod’s national offices; explore, support, and expedite innovative media
usage, shared communication, and similar improvements on a continuing basis for WELS ministries and congrega-
tions; review and authorize all new communications originating in the synod’s national offices; and evaluate parallel
communications functions and efforts to seek economy of cost and time in communication from the national offices.
(c) The director of communications will work in close cooperation with the editor and staff of Forward in Christ to
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coordinate and facilitate clear and consistent communication to the constituency of the synod. The editor of Forward
in Christ shall be called by the Conference of Presidents and shall report to the Conference of Presidents through the
synod president. A Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary professor shall be appointed by the Conference of Presidents to
serve as the doctrinal consultant for Forward in Christ.

Dr. Mark Braun, chairman
Pastor Roy Beyer, secretary

ADOPTED
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Committee #23:

Elections

Subject: Elections
Report No. 01

President
Rev. Mark Schroeder, Watertown, Wis.

Second Vice President
Rev. Joel Voss, Centerville, Ohio

Synodical Council
Pastor-at-large
Rev. Earle Treptow, Denver, Colo.

Board of Appeals
Pastor
Rev. Joel Leyrer, Wauwatosa, Wis.

Teacher
Mr. James Moeller, Watertown, Wis.

Layman
Mr. Kennith Gosch, Aberdeen, S.D.

Board for World Missions
Chairman
Rev. Larry M. Schlomer, Houston, Tex.

Member
Mr. Danny Wehmeyer, Deltona, Fla.

Board for Home Missions
Chairman
Rev. Charles Westra, Columbia, Tenn.

Board for Ministerial Education
Teacher
Mr. Jon Woldt, Winona, Minn.

Laymen
Mr. Hogey Holtz, Saginaw, Mich.
Mr. Dean Waldschmidt, Fond du Lac, Wis.

WLS Governing Board
Chairman
Rev. Thomas Westra, Cincinnati, Ohio

Commission on Worship
Chairman
Rev. Jon Zabell, Green Bay, Wis.
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Commission on Special Ministries
Chairman
Mr. Charles Buege, Livonia, Mich.

Commission on Congregational Counseling
Chairman
Rev. Jonathan Hein, Summerville, S.C.

NPH Board of Directors
Pastor
Rev. Joel Schroeder, Overland Park, Kan.

Layman
Mr. Matthew Plocher, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Teacher Rendell Koeppel
Rev. James Naumann
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Committee #25:

Membership and attendance

Subject: Attendance
Report No. 01

Three hundred seventy-four voting delegates attended the 61st Biennial Convention of the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod, comprised of one hundred eleven pastors, three missionaries, eighty-two teachers and staff min-
isters, and one hundred seventy-eight laymen. Forty-seven advisory delegates and four special guests were in at-
tendance contributing to a total of four hundred twenty-five attendees. One delegate was absent and unexcused. One
delegate was called home to heaven prior to the convention.

Staff Minister John Meyer, chairman
Staff Minister Peter Wolfgramm, secretary

ADOPTED
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Financials

The financial information listed on the following pages summarizes the ministry financial plan (budget) approved for
the 2011-13 biennium by the 2011 convention delegates, outlined in Resolution No. 04 from Committee #4, Finance
and Budget (see p. 28).

The plan calls for about $62 million in total expenses for fiscal year 2011-12 and about $63 million in fiscal year
2012-13. The adopted budget permits a careful expansion of both Home and World Missions—including the start

of four to six new mission congregations in North America and increased manpower to east and south Asia. It also
maintains staffing at all four synodical schools and permits a wage increase of 2 percent in the first year of the bien-
nium and 2.5 percent in the second. The resolution adopted by the delegates notes that the ministry financial plan
projects use of reserves (one-time funds) totaling about $9.5 million to sustain ongoing ministries. Also, the approved
budget is based on Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO) increasing three percent for calendar years 2012 and 2013
after several years of slight decreases or flat support.

The current ministry financial plan reflects the change begun in the last biennium of expanding the scope of financial
planning to include areas of ministries’ special funds—those funds restricted by donors for a specific ministry—and
the synod’s four ministerial education schools. It also includes continued use of the Financial Stabilization Fund
(FSF), which is where all unrestricted non-CMO support flows. Before the FSF was established, the synod’s ministry
financial plan was based on the support forecast for CMO and other sources of operating support, such as gifts from
individuals, foundation grants, and bequests. Although the CMO forecast, which is based on congregations’ intent

or subscription, has been fairly accurate in recent years, non-CMO sources of support have varied widely with little
advance notice. Because these non-CMO sources are difficult to predict, in 2009 the Synodical Council and synod con-
vention delegates concluded that good stewardship required these dollars be spent in the year or years after they are
received rather than in the year they are expected to be received. Thus, the FSF was created.

In keeping with the synod’s bylaws, the Synodical Council (SC) is responsible for providing a prioritized listing of
unfunded ministry programs that would be carried out if funding becomes available. This biennium, the SC grouped
the various programs into three tiers, with Tier 1 having the highest priority. Items within each tier are not prioritized.
If funding becomes available, the SC will determine which individual programs will be funded, keeping in mind needs
and circumstances at that time. Here is the list of unfunded ministry programs for 2011-13:

Tier 1

$135,000 Home Missions Restore funding for a home mission, currently funded by special funds

$125,000 World Missions Restore funding for a professor at Asia Lutheran Seminary, currently funded
by special funds

$150,000 World Missions Fund two graduate mission associate positions for East Asia, currently
funded by special funds

$300,000 Ministerial Education Increase synodical support for schools to avoid depletion of net assets

$160,000 CMSG Restore funding for commissions, currently funded by special funds

$100,000 Synodical Council Provide funding for synod archives staff and operations

Tier 2

$135,000 Home Missions One additional new home mission

$125,000 World Missions Asia Multi-language Publications coordinator

$100,000 Christian Giving Restore previously eliminated giving counselor position

$ 50,000 Technology Restore contingency funding previously eliminated
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$300,000

$ 45,000
$ 20,000

Tier 3

$300,000
$300,000
$100,000
$100,000
$ 46,000
$100,000
$100,000
$ 15,000

76

CMSG

Financial Services
CMSG

Ministerial Education
Ministerial Education
CMSG

Christian Giving
Communications
Ministerial Education
CMSG

Human Resources

Restore funding for the Publications Coordinating Commission
previously eliminated

Restore administrative support for the Financial Services area
Additional funding for Institutes for Worship and Outreach

Program maintenance at synodical schools

Financial assistance for students at Martin Luther College

Director for the Commission for Congregational Counseling

Restore funding for counselor travel

Web site promotion to non-WELS members

Supplemental funding for the vicar program

Restore funding for the civilian chaplain, currently funded by special funds
Operational needs
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FY 2011-12 Total Ministry Plan Support
$62,347,976

Tuition & Fees
$16,850,375

Grants & Other

Synod Support - $3,790,487
Operating*
$28,911,000
Gifts
$8,075,335

*Funding from Congregation
Mission Offerings and the Financial
Stabilization Fund

Reserves
$4,720,779

FY 2011=-12 Total Ministry Plan Expenses
$62,347,976

Home Missions
$7,999,700

Ministerial
Education
$32,.513,149

World Missions
$8,847,127

Congregation &
District Ministry
$6,601,700

Ministry Support ——_ Debt Retirement
$4,786,900 $1,600,000
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World Missions
$5,945,500

FY 2011-12 Synod Operating Support Allocation
$28,911,000

Ministerial
Education
$8,362,600

Congregation &
District Ministry
$4,351,900

Ministry Support
$3,250,800

Debt Retirement
$1,600,000

Home Missions
$5,400,200
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FY 2012-13 Total Ministry Plan Support
$63,045,853

Tuition & Fees
$17,322,955

Synod Support -
Operating™*

$29,354,000 Grants & Other

$4,883,232

Gifts
$6,800,855

*Funding from Congregation
Mission Offerings and the Financial Reserves
Stabilization Fund $4,684,811

FY 2012-13 Total Ministry Plan Expenses
$63,045,853

Home Missions
$7,917,000

Ministerial
Education
$32,658,344

World Missions
$9,415,909

Congregation &
District Ministry
$6,673,600

Ministry Support - T———— Debt Retirement
$4,781,000 $1,600,000
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FY 2012-13 Synod Operating Support Allocation
$29,354,000

Congregation &

Ministerial ong tic
Education District Ministry
$8,178,600 $4,554,800

Ministry Support
$3,362,800

World Missions
$6,124,100

___ Debt Retirement
$1,600,000

Home Missions
$5,533,700
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Minutes

Mon,, July 25,2011

The convention opened with a worship service with Holy Communion held at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Watertown, Wis. The preacher was Rev. Paul Wendland, president of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. Romans 12:1-8
served as the text for the sermon. Rev. John Boehringer served as the presiding minister, Prof. Randy Bode as organ-
ist, and Adrian Smith as choir director. An area choir, soloists, and instrumentalists also assisted in beautifying the
service to the glory of God.

President Mark Schroeder called the convention to order and welcomed the delegates in the name of the triune God
at 11:17 a.m. President Schroeder introduced President Matthew Crass of Luther Preparatory School, who welcomed
the group to the school. President Crass presented a short history of the school, directed the group to a handout from
the school, and mentioned gifts from the school to each delegate. President Crass was thanked for his presentation.

Second Vice President Joel Voss was introduced. He presented an orientation to the convention, noting that the con-
vention is “the synod.” He explained the Book of Reports and Memorials (BORAM) and discussed the floor committees,
memorials, open forums, fellowship times, and the closing service scheduled for Thursday evening. He was thanked
for his presentation.

Mrs. Jackie Hieb, president of the Lutheran Women'’s Missionary Society (LWMS), was introduced. She and Mrs.
Sharon Roth of the Rock River Circuit of the LWMS presided over the presentation of flags. These flags represent the
countries in which WELS does mission work or in which WELS is in fellowship with a confessional church body. Fol-
lowing the presentation, President Schroeder thanked the ladies involved and the LWMS for their prayers and ongo-
ing support of the mission efforts of WELS. The flags were left on display across the front of the convention floor.

There were no announcements, and the group joined in the common meal prayers. The morning session adjourned at
12:01 p.m.

The afternoon session was opened with prayer led by President Schroeder at 1:30 p.m. Teacher Rendell Koeppel,
Chairman of Floor Committee 23, Elections, was introduced. The nominating ballot for the office of synod president
was conducted. After all ballots were collected, the nominating ballot for synod president was declared closed.

First Vice President James Huebner took the chair. President Schroeder presented his printed President’s report
(p. 100). He was thanked for his presentation.

President Schroeder resumed the chair. Rev. Jon Zabell was introduced, and he presented the essay “Cleansed and
Fed—The Sacramental Life” (p. 107). He completed Parts One and Two. A break was declared at 3:24 p.m.

The afternoon session resumed at 3:45 p.m. Rendell Koeppel, chairman, reported for the Elections Committee. There
were seven nominees for the office of synod president: Reverends John A. Braun, James R. Huebner, Thomas J. Jeske,
Herbert H. Prahl, Mark G. Schroeder, Charles A. Westra, and Paul O. Wendland. After the ballots were cast, the election
was declared closed.

Rev. Zabell presented Part Three of his essay “Cleansed and Fed—The Sacramental Life.” After the essay was com-
pleted, the floor was opened for questions and comments. After discussion of the essay, it was moved and supported
to thank Rev. Zabell for his presentation. The motion carried.

The Elections Committee reported the election of Rev. Mark G. Schroeder for a second four-year term as the president
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Schroeder received a large majority of the votes on the first ballot.
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The nominating ballot for the position of second vice president of WELS was cast, and after all ballots were collected,
the nominating ballot for second vice president was declared closed.

The afternoon session adjourned with prayer led by Secretary Robert Pasbrig at 4:29 p.m.

Tues., July 26,2011
President Mark Schroeder called the morning session to order at 8 a.m. Dr. Mark Braun led the opening devotion
based on Psalm 1:1-3. Wyatt Smith served as the organist.

President Schroeder expressed his gratitude to the convention for entrusting him with the responsibility of the won-
derful task of serving as the synod’s pastor. What a joy, a privilege, and an honor to serve people who love their Savior,
people with whom we will reign in heaven. He quoted from Ephesians 6:18,19: “Be alert and always keep on praying
for all the saints. Pray also for me.” President Schroeder requested the prayers of all. He announced his acceptance of
the call to serve for another four years as president of the synod, and he asked for God’s continued blessings on WELS.
The delegates responded with a round of applause.

Elections Committee Chairman Rendell Koeppel came to the podium and shared information about upcoming elec-
tions. The ballot for the election of second vice president was announced. Nominated candidates were Reverends Joel
R. Voss, Herbert H. Prahl, and Thomas ]. Jeske. After all ballots were collected, the election was declared closed.

First Vice President James Huebner presented a PowerPoint overview of “In Christ Alone,” WELS Long-Range Plan
2017. The report has been submitted to Committee #18 for a response. He was thanked for his presentation.

Mr. Todd Poppe, WELS’ chief financial officer, presented a PowerPoint overview of the ministry financial plan. He was
thanked for his presentation.

Rev. Joel Voss, WELS’ second vice president, presented an overview of the Conference of Presidents’ paper, “The doc-
trine of the divine call.” He was thanked for his presentation. A break was declared at 9:26 a.m.

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Koeppel announced the re-election of Rev. Joel Voss as WELS’ second vice president. Nomina-
tions from the floor were opened for the 15 board and commission positions up for election. Rev. Kevin K. Schultz
was nominated for the ballot for chairman of the Board for World Missions. It was moved and supported to accept the
slate of candidates on the ballot. The motion carried. After all votes were cast, the election was declared closed.

Rev. Joel Voss announced his acceptance of the call to serve as the second vice president of WELS. He expressed
gratitude to his family and to his congregation for their support of this work. He thanked the convention delegates
and stated that he looks forward to working with President Schroeder in the future. The delegates responded with a
round of applause.

Rev. John Braun, chairman of the Reformation 500 Committee, shared via PowerPoint the work of the committee. He
emphasized what WELS, as a confessional Lutheran church, will want to celebrate and articulate in 2017. Reforma-
tion rallies will be encouraged synodwide. A video on the life of Luther is planned. A series of Bible classes will be
prepared. Special worship services will be written. Additional ideas are requested. He was thanked for his report.

Rev. Michael Quandt, chairman, reported for Floor Committee #13, Northwestern Publishing House and WELS His-
torical Institute. Adoption of Resolution 13-01 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Adoption of Resolution
13-02 was moved and supported. The motion carried.

After announcements, the morning session adjourned at 10:36 a.m. for committee meetings.

At 1:30 p.m. the afternoon devotion, based on Galatians 3:26,27, was led by Rev. Daniel Habben. Teacher Jason Snodie
was the organist.

Staff Minister John Meyer, chairman, reported for Floor Committee #25, Membership and attendance. Report #25-01
was read. Committee #25 was dismissed with thanks.

Chairman Koeppel presented a list of 14 candidates for 7 run-off elections. After the votes were cast, the run-off elec-
tions were closed.

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary President Paul Wendland presented the report of the Translation Evaluation Commit-
tee. He introduced the members of the committee and explained the reason why the question of Bible translations
is before the convention. He emphasized that the choice of a translation is not a doctrinal issue. He asserted that
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a word-for-word translation is not possible from one language to another and that there is no perfect translation.
Three known reasons motivating the production of the New International Version 2011 (NIV2011) were mentioned:
language changes; scholarship advances; and the mission of the Committee on Bible Translation (CBT), which de-
mands that the translation utilize current and common language. Language has changed since the NIV84 was pub-
lished. Wendland noted that every WELS congregation has the privilege of choosing the translation it wishes to use,
but a translation decision is needed for Northwestern Publishing House. The Translation Evaluation Committee made
the best use of the time available to them and did spend the most time working with the NIV2011. Gender inclusive
language was a concern to the committee. However the truth regarding male and female roles is clearly taught in
NIV2011; it is not a feminist translation. Old Testament verses containing messianic prophecy were carefully stud-
ied. Old Testament pronoun references to God are not capitalized, but that allows each reader to come to their own
conclusions. Decision options available to the convention were outlined. In his closing remarks, President Wendland
noted how humbling the work on this committee has been for him. He requested that although the matter is very
emotional for many, that WELS be able to maintain the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace as translations are
discussed. President Wendland was thanked for his presentation.

Rev. Daniel H. Koelpin, administrator of the Board for World Missions, introduced Rev. Douglas Weiser, who shared
information regarding the 75th anniversary of mission work in Nigeria. He presented a historic video of mission work
in Nigeria. He introduced veteran Nigerian missionary emeritus Prof. George S. Baer, who shared a few thoughts and
memories. Baer was thanked with a standing round of applause. Weiser continued with a PowerPoint presentation
depicting Nigeria and WELS’ mission work there. He closed with a prayer asking for God’s blessing on a “discovery
team” of four headed to Nigeria in the near future.

Mrs. Linda Liesener was introduced. She spoke of the 50th anniversary of the Central Africa Medical Mission, project-
ing many photographs of the medical mission’s efforts. Perhaps 1,000,000 souls in Africa have been touched by the
work of the medical mission over the past 50 years. Mrs. Liesener and all the ladies involved were thanked.

Rev. Timothy Satorius, WELS'’ liaison to the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Church of Puerto Rico (IELC), addressed
the convention. He quoted from the Book of Haggai and read a letter from President Rev. Sergio Cortijo of the IELC

and a January 2011 resolution from this church body requesting fellowship with WELS. National Student Pastor Eligio
Rodriquez, representing the IELC, was introduced. He addressed the group, giving thanks to God for allowing his pres-
ence at the convention. He thanked Missionary Ralph Martens for his many years of work in Puerto Rico.

Rev. John Koelpin, chairman, reported for Floor Committee #5, Inter-Church Relations. Resolution 05-01 was moved
and supported. The motion passed with a standing round of applause. President Schroeder presented a gift, a wooden
Luther seal carved by Indonesian nationals, to the IELC and was thanked by Rodriquez. Rev. Douglas Free, chairman
of Floor Committee #1, Conference of Presidents, took the podium. Resolution 01-02 was moved and supported. The
motion carried. The convention joined in singing the hymn, “We All Are One in Mission.”

A break was declared at 3:40 p.m. The afternoon session resumed at 4 p.m. Rev. Daron Lindemann presented the es-
say, “Care of Souls: People Matter” (see p. 135). He completed the first 26 pages of the essay.

At 5:30 p.m. the afternoon session closed with prayer led by Rev. Daniel Habben.

Following the evening meal, an open hearing was held in the convention hall regarding the ministry financial plan and
the Translation Evaluation Committee’s report.

Wed., July 27,2011
The morning devotion, based on Psalm 32:1-5, was led by Rev. Paul Prange. The organist was Teacher Leonard Proeber.

Chairman Rendell Koeppel presented the final report of the Elections Committee, Floor Committee #23. Report #1
was moved and passed. The motion carried. The committee was thanked for its efficient work.

Rev. Daniel Koelpin, administrator of the Board for World Missions, presented a World Missions report using Pow-
erPoint and a video clip. Koelpin highlighted recent developments in Haiti, including extensive humanitarian efforts;
Mexico; Pakistan; and the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference. Rev. Philip Koelpin, chairman of the Board
for World Missions, was introduced. He presented his final report, as his term on the World Mission Board is ending.
He was given a round of applause as a thank-you for his many years of service. Three world missionaries also spoke
about their world mission field ministries. President Schroeder expressed the synod’s thanks to all WELS world mis-
sionaries and the World Missions staff.
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Rev. Paul Prange, administrator of the Board for Ministerial Education, presented a ministerial education report. He
introduced Rev. Philip Hirsch, chairman of the Board for Ministerial Education, who added to the report. The four
WELS ministerial school presidents—Rev. Paul Wendland (Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary), Rev. Mark Zarling (Martin
Luther College), Rev. Matthew Crass (Luther Preparatory School), and acting president and Teacher William Zeiger
(Michigan Lutheran Seminary)—were introduced and using PowerPoint presented reports on the four schools.

A break was declared at 10:19 a.m. The morning session resumed at 10:43 a.m. with Rev. Charles Westra, chairman
of the Board for Home Missions, reporting for Home Missions using PowerPoint. Rev. Keith Free, administrator of the
Board for Home Missions, added to the report. The chairmen of district mission boards were introduced and thanked
for their work. Rev. Craig Wasser reported on Korean outreach in Salem, Ore.

President Schroeder thanked all who presented reports.

Rev. John Moldstad, president of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), brought greetings from the ELS. The theme for
the ELS’ recent convention was Jesus’ question, “Who Do You Say That I AM?” Both the ELS and WELS take doctrine
seriously but we also want to share it. Strategic planning has taken place in the ELS to address this sharing process. In
the next five years, the ELS will emphasize sharing the Savior as each congregation views itself as a mission congre-
gation, seeking new ways to share the Savior. Worship is also under study—sacramental, law-gospel worship. At the
Emmaus Conference, Tacoma, Wash. (a free conference), three synod presidents of synods that were once part of the
former Synodical Conference were present, perhaps for the first time in 50 years. The challenge of reaching the 16- to
29-year-olds in our society was noted. The outstanding WELS educational system was acknowledged with sincere
thanks and appreciation. The ELS urges WELS to continue on the same path and with the ELS to remain faithful to the
Word of God. President Schroeder asked President Moldstad to assure the ELS that WELS continues to pray for them
and rejoices in our fellowship together.

Prof. Richard Gurgel shared a report on the work of the committee for Continuing Education for Called Workers
(CECW) using a PowerPoint presentation.

After announcements, the morning session adjourned for lunch at 12:06 p.m. with prayer led by President Schroeder.

At 1:30 p.m., Rev. John Koelpin led the opening devotion based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. The organist was Rev.
Bryan Gerlach.

Rev. Daron Lindeman completed the reading of his essay, “Caring for Souls: People Matter.” The delegates joined in a
round of applause in appreciation for the paper and the work of preparing it. It was moved and supported to thank
the essayist. The motion carried.

Rev. Bryan Gerlach, director of WELS Congregation and Ministry Support Group (CMSG) and WELS Commission

on Worship, reported for the CMSG. Adding to the report were Rev. Jonathan Hein, chairman of the Commission on
Congregational Counseling; Teacher Greg Schmill, director of the Commission on Lutheran Schools; Teacher Cindi
Holman, national coordinator for early childhood ministries; Rev. Carl Ziemer, director of the Commission on Special
Ministries; Rev. Randy Hunter, chairman of the Commission on Adult Discipleship; and Rev. Michael Hintz, director of
the Commission on Evangelism. Hintz also reported for the Commission on Youth and Family Ministry. PowerPoint
presentations and videos were utilized in the reports. All were thanked for their reports and their work.

A recess was declared at 3:27 p.m.

At 3:52 p.m,, Rev. Dr. V'yacheslav Horpynchuk, representing the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, addressed the assembly.

He demonstrated his “law and gospel” tools and presented them as a gift to President Schroeder. He also presented a

Ukrainian embroidered scarf, shirt, and brightly decorated Ukrainian Easter eggs to President Schroeder. Dr. Horpyn-
chuk shared a PowerPoint presentation about the country and the Lutheran work done therein. He highlighted many
current difficulties. The assembly responded with a standing round of applause. President Schroeder responded with
the promise that WELS will stand with and support the Ukrainian Lutheran Church.

[t was moved and supported that a special offering be gathered for the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. The motion car-
ried, and the offering will be gathered on July 28.

Rev. John Koelpin, chairman, presented Report #01-GR-01 of Floor Committee #5, Inter-Church Relations. It was
moved and supported to accept the report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Norman Burger, chairman, presented the report of Committee #3, President’s report. Adoption of Resolution
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#03-01 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Adoption of #03-02 was moved and supported. The motion
carried. Report #03-GR-01 was read. Report #03-GR-02 was submitted. It was moved and supported to accept the
entire report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Jonathon Voss, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #11, Ministerial Education. Report #11-GR-01
was read. It was moved and supported to accept the report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Douglas Free, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #1, Conference of Presidents. Resolution #01-
03 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution #01-04 was moved and supported. The motion carried.
Resolution #01-05 was withdrawn. Resolution #01-06 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution
#01-07 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution #01-08 was moved and supported. There was
discussion of unpublished memorial 2011-05U. It was moved and supported to recommit this resolution. The motion
to recommit was carried.

Rev. Ross Else, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #10, Home Missions. #10-01 was moved and sup-
ported. The motion carried. Report #10-GR-01 was read. It was moved and supported to adopt the report of Floor
Committee #10 with thanks. The motion carried.

Mr. David Schwantz, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #16, WELS Benefit Plans. Report #16-GR-01
was read. It was moved and supported to accept the report of Committee #16 with thanks. The motion carried.

The afternoon session adjourned with prayer led by Rev. John Koelpin at 5:20 p.m.
After the evening meal, World Missions presentations were offered in the assembly hall.

Thurs., July 28,2011
Rev. Thomas Jeske opened the morning session with a devotion based on 1 Peter 1:23-2:3. The organist was Prof.
John Nolte.

Mr. James Buelow, president of WELS Church Extension Fund (CEF), was welcomed to the podium. He shared infor-
mation about the CEF utilizing a PowerPoint presentation.

A DVD presenting WELS Christian Aid and Relief was shown. Rev. Robert Hein, chairman of WELS Christian Aid and
Relief, addressed the assembly utilizing a PowerPoint presentation. He introduced Mr. Mark Vance, director of op-
erations for WELS Christian Aid and Relief, who spoke of the relief work he has been doing in Haiti, Japan, and New
Orleans. The men were thanked for their presentations and their work.

Rev. John Braun, vice president of publishing services, reported for Northwestern Publishing House using PowerPoint.
He was thanked for his report.

Teacher Steven Thiesfeldt, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #7, Communications. Report #07-GR-
01 was read. Resolution #07-01 was moved and supported. The motion carried by more than a two-thirds majority.
Resolution #07-02 was moved and supported. The motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the com-
plete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Dr. Mark Braun, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #22, Constitutional matters. Resolution #22-01
was moved and supported. The motion carried by more than a two-thirds majority. Resolution #22-02 was moved
and supported. The motion carried by more than a two-thirds majority. Resolution #22-03 was moved and supported.
The motion carried by more than a two-thirds majority. Resolution #22-04 was moved and supported. The motion
carried by more than a two-thirds majority. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks.
The motion carried.

Rev. Kevin Klug, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #12, Congregation and Ministry Support Group.
Resolution #12-01 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Reports #12-GR-01 and #12-GR-02 were read. It
was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Daniel Wagenknecht, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #18, Long-range plan. Resolution #18-
01 was moved and supported. The motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with
thanks. The motion carried.

A break was declared at 10:05 a.m.
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At 10:30 a.m., Rev. James Mattek, director of ministry for Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service (WLCFS),
addressed the convention. Mattek emphasized that WLCFS is not part of the synod like Northwestern Publishing
House but fully supports the synod. He presented a DVD depicting Luther Haven, which is located in Milwaukee and
offers reduced rates to retired called workers. A second DVD was shown describing counseling services provided by
WLCFS. Mattek was thanked for his presentation.

Rev. David Liggett, administrator of WELS Ministry of Christian Giving, presented the group’s report. Various charts
were used, and plans were shared for the four years of the current WELS stewardship program, “Christ’s Love, Our
Calling.” Among other things, he urged daily devotions and regular church and Bible class attendance. He also men-
tioned a “silent” campaign to support a building at Martin Luther College, elimination of the existing capital debt,
building up of WELS endowments, and capital needs at other WELS school campuses.

Rev. Thomas Jeske, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #19, Bible translation. The committee’s three
resolutions were first read before any motions were made. Resolution #19-01 was moved and supported. It was
moved to amend Resolved B to change the word “translation” to “translations.” The motion was defeated. The motion
was called. The motion to call the question carried. The motion to adopt Resolution #19-01 carried.

At 12:02 p.m., Rev. Thomas Jeske offered a prayer, and the morning session adjourned for lunch.
At 1:33 p.m,, the afternoon session was opened with prayer led by President Schroeder.

Rev. Thomas Jeske returned to the podium to continue the report of Floor Committee #19. Resolution #19-02 was
moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution #19-03 was moved and supported. It was moved and sup-
ported to amend Resolution #19-03 by dropping resolutions c) and d) and adding a new resolved c), “that the COP ar-
range for a special synod convention in July of 2012 to choose a Bible translation for synod publications.” The motion
to adopt the amendment was defeated. An amendment was moved and supported to add the words to the end of Re-
solved d) “or call a special convention.” The motion to amend carried. It was moved and supported to amend Resolved
d) by replacing the words “a two-thirds majority” with “a simple majority.” The motion to amend was defeated. After
a motion to call the question passed, the motion to adopt amended Resolution #19-03 was carried. It was moved and
supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Donn Dobberstein, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #20, Called worker continuing educa-
tion. Resolution #20-01 was moved and supported. It was moved and supported to amend the Resolution by striking
whereas 8). The motion to amend carried. The motion to adopt amended Resolution #20-01 carried.

The afternoon session recessed at 3:09 p.m.

At 3:30 p.m., Rev. Dobberstein continued the report for Committee #20. Resolution #20-02 was moved and supported.
The motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

It was moved and supported to change the word “appointed” to “called” in Resolution #22-04. The motion carried by
more than a two-thirds majority.

Rev. Timothy Spaude, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #9, World Missions. Reports #09-GR-01 and
#09-GR-02 were read. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Dr. Ronald Buelow, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #8, Support Services. Report #08-GR-01 was
read. It was moved and supported to adopt the report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Fred Casmer, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #21, Miscellaneous memorials. Report #21-
GR-01 was read. It was moved and supported to adopt Report #21-GR-01. The motion carried. Resolution #21-01
was moved and supported. It was moved and supported to amend whereas 2), dropping the words after the comma.
The motion to amend was defeated. After a motion to call the question passed, the motion to adopt Resolution #21-
01 carried. Resolution #21-02 was moved and supported. It was moved and supported to amend the resolution by
adding the words, “the sin of abortion” in place of “sins” in Resolved b). The motion to amend carried. The motion to
adopt amended Resolution #21-02 carried. Resolution #21-03 was moved and supported. The motion was defeated.
It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Teacher Stephen Schultz, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #17, Christian Aid and Relief. Resolution
#17-01 was moved and supported. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion
carried.
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At 5:21 p.m., President Schroeder closed the afternoon session with prayer.

Following the evening meal, a closing worship service was held at 7 p.m. at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Watertown, Wis. Rev. Joel Petermann served as the preacher and based his sermon on 1 Thessalonians 3:12,13. Rewv.
James Werner served as the presiding minister, and Adrian Smith served as the organist. An area choir, soloists, and
instrumentalists also assisted in beautifying the service to the glory of God. As part of the service, Rev. Mark Schroeder
was installed for a new four-year term as WELS president and Rev. Joel Voss was installed for a new four-year term as
WELS second vice president.

Fri., July 29, 2011
The morning devotion, based on Ephesians 3:14-21, was led by Rev. Daniel Wagenknecht. The organist was Teacher
David Niemi.

Rev. Daniel Habben, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #4, Finance and budget. Resolution #04-01
was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution #04-02 was moved and supported. The motion carried.
Resolution #04-03 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution #04-04 was moved and supported. The
motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Douglas Free, chairman, returned to the podium to report for Floor Committee #01, Conference of Presidents.
Resolution #01-08 was withdrawn. Resolution #01-09 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolu-

tion #01-01 was moved and supported. The name of Carla Martin was added to those named in the resolution. The
amended motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Samuel Clemons, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #14, WELS Church Extension Fund. Reso-
lution #14-01 was moved and supported. The motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete
report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Neal Schroeder extended thanks for the convention’s warm welcome to and support for Dr. Horpynchuk. Dr.
Horpynchuk, in turn, extended his thanks for the support of WELS. He urged WELS to continue to stand firmly on the
scriptures.

Mr. Gary Gilgen, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #15, WELS Foundation and WELS Investment
Funds. Reports #15-GR-01 and #15-GR-02 were read. The motion carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the
complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. David Schneider, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #6, Ministry of Christian Giving. Resolution
#06-01 was moved and supported. The motion carried. Resolution #06-02 was moved and supported. The motion
carried. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Samuel Hacker III, chairman, presented the report of Floor Committee #02, Synodical Council. Reports 02-GR-01
and 02-GR-02 were read. It was moved and supported to adopt the complete report with thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Michael Quandt, chairman of Floor Committee #13, Northwestern Publishing House and WELS Historical Insti-
tute, returned to the podium. Report #13-3 was read. It was moved and supported to accept the complete report with
thanks. The motion carried.

Rev. Fred Casmer, chairman of Floor Committee #21, reported that the committee chose to not present Memorial
#2011-03 to the convention. It was moved and supported to accept this final report from Committee #21. The motion
carried.

Mr. Joel Hochmuth spoke about how delegates might respond to questions about WELS and the antichrist. He showed
the August WELS Connection to demonstrate what WELS Connection is trying to emphasize—the work of the Holy
Spirit and the fact that WELS cares for souls. Hochmuth explained the tools that delegates can use when making re-
ports about the convention. He was thanked for his report.

Rev. Philip Hirsch invited the delegates to a free conference scheduled for Nov. 9 and 10 at Martin Luther College in
New Ulm. Four presenters and reactors are scheduled. Promotion of the free conference was encouraged.

There were several announcements. Rev. John Graf announced the total of the special gift for the Ukrainian Lutheran
Church was about $13,000.
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President Schroeder made some closing comments (pp. 176,177). He spoke of the great challenge lying before us to
share the Savior with the world. Do we have the “right stuff?” We are sinful, weak, filled with guilt. But we do have

the “right stuff” because of what the Savior has done for us. He has given us the mission, the right message (law and
gospel) and an amazing promise—he is with us. By the grace of God we do have the “right stuff” What a joy to serve
God by speaking about what we have seen and heard. The men in the assembly were thanked for their time and effort.
President Schroeder stated that is a joy to work with you. The assembly responded with a round of applause.

The assembly arose and joined in singing the words of the Doxology.

At 9:54 a.m,, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the 61st Biennial Convention of the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod. The motion carried, and President Schroeder declared the convention adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Robert W. Pasbrig,
WELS recording secretary
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Convention presentations

For a complete list of convention presentations, see the minutes, which begin on p. 87.

Opening service sermon

July 25, 2011
St. John, Watertown, Wis.
President Paul Wendland

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect
will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us has
one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form
one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s
gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if
it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership,
let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:1-8).

ear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,

Competition. The mad scrabble of life. Pushing the other guy down so I can get ahead. I see it all around me.
Did Roger Clemons take steroids to become a hall of famer? Did Lance Armstrong to win the Tour de France? I don’t
know. But I could understand their thinking if they did. In a situation where even the slightest advantage can give you
aleg up on the competition, why not? Besides: everyone else is doing it. Now is this competitive, looking out for No.
1 spirit just an American thing? Well, maybe we’re perfecting it, but other cultures have it too. China, South Korea,
Japan. Europe and India. I could go on and on.

And even in cultures and societies where community is emphasized over individuality, things are not always as won-
derful as they might seem. An old African proverb says, “I am as we are; we are as I am.” Sounds great, doesn't it? All
for one and one for all. I find my identity not apart from the community but as a part of the community. Yet as it plays
out, you quickly discover that sin is still at work. The pressure to conform, the pressure to keep your head down—not
be too successful, too outstanding, too different from the rest—it’s always there. You do it this way more because of
outside pressure than from inner conviction. It's born more of a fear of what others will think rather than a heartfelt
humility and genuine love. And there’s still plenty of jealousy and resentment going on.

Think for a moment. Can you really imagine any society where people live in peace, where there are no possessions,
no greed or hunger, a brotherhood of man? Maybe John Lennon could, but I can’t. No way. It’s just not how we’re built.

But that’s exactly what makes Paul’s message here so astonishing. Paul does more than imagine such a group existing
in the world. He proclaims it as a rock-solid, kingdom truth. Sure it won’t be perfect this side of glory, but the body of
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Christ is not a figment of his imagination, but God’s extraordinary creation. All part of Jesus’ transforming impact on
us, a love that changes us from the inside out so that now we see that there may be

Different Gifts, but the Same Grace!
1. Because One makes us one
2. So we can serve the world and one another

1. Here we all are, brothers and sisters. It happens every two years. This great celebration of unity. From all over
North America, from all around the world, men and women, rich and poor, many cultures, different languages—but
one Lord. Isn’t it just amazing? Isn’t it just grace?

But here’s a shocker: Christian don’t always get along. Even WELS Lutherans. That’s right. You heard me. We squab-
ble. We quarrel. We fight. We disagree. And not always so agreeably. And not always about doctrine. In fact, I believe
that most of our quarrels have very little to do with doctrine. More about different ways of doing things or different
points of view on current issues. And we get passionate about these issues. We feel them deeply and so sometimes
things get heated. They get heated because (gasp) we have different personalities, personalities that rub each other
the wrong way. Sometimes our own egos get engaged and we want to be right—and to be seen to be right—more
than we want to win our brother or sister or build the body up. It’s a sad fact that sometimes our conduct as a visible
congregation can lead people to say not, “See how they love one another!” but “Wow, they really beat each other up!”

And we know true, sincere Christian love is not something you can fake. Oh, you can put on the plastic smile, but if

it still hides gleaming teeth that want to bite, what good is it? You can extend your palm in a warm handshake, but

if it still conceals steely claws that long to tear, what's the point? Because the problem is right here, in the heart: our
wayward, treacherous, sinful, me-centered hearts. And if our sin-nature is threatening to gain the upper hand in us,
it’s a sure sign that we're losing our grip on grace—the same grace that saved us all. When amazing grace ceases to be
so amazing, that’s where the trouble starts.

It’s like that unforgiving servant Jesus talked about once. Not to unbelievers but to his disciples. The guy owed an
impossible debt. He pleaded for more time to pay it off. Just like that, the master took pity on him. Forgave him every-
thing. Just wiped the slate clean. Then what does the servant do? He forgets the impossible debt he owed, all that he
had been forgiven, and he turns around and shakes down his fellow servant, “You gimme what I've got coming or I'll
put you where the sun never shines!” Boy, Jesus gets us, doesn’t he?

All too soon we start conforming to the world. We don’t see so clearly the impossible debt we owe. We don’t see so
clearly the majestic mountains of mercies we’ve received.

And that’s why, that’s exactly why Paul speaks of our need for continuous transformation. Only One can make us one.
Only One can renew our minds so that we take our bodies—each one of us in our unique individuality—and offer
them all up as one single, complete sacrifice that’s good and pleasing and perfect. God must transform us, or we must
remain as we are. So Paul says, “Therefore in view of God’s mercy!!”

It’s as if Paul had said, “Yes, get a grip on your sin. See just how much you owe. See how poor and blind and wretched
you are by yourself. But above all, keep your eyes focused on grace! Look at your God. See how rich, how free, how
high, how deep his mercies are. They came to you new on the morning of your Baptism, making you a child of God.
They are new to you every morning.” Consider the nature of God’s love. It’s so different from ours. We love people who
are good to us, kind to us. We love people who love us back. But God demonstrated his love to us in this that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Jesus gave himself up—not for the pretty good, not for those that mostly get it
right in their sanctification struggles—but for sinners. For sinners. Like you and like me. Though he knows we have
not always offered our lives up with humble and glad heart. Though he knows how often we’ve let ego trump love.

Isn’t it a rich taste of his grace too that he’s going to forgive each one of us today by giving us his body and blood “for
you!” he says “for you!” Whether you've been tempted to disregard your brothers by running off to pursue your own
road like the Prodigal, or whether you have been tempted to despise your brother with a judgmental, evil eye like the
Older Son, Jesus’ pardoning grace touches us right there, forgiving just that sin, healing just that hurt, and bringing us
together under his great mercy. One and the same grace transforms us all. Only One can make us one. And we, though
many, form one body in him.

2. So we can serve the world and one another. Paul can speak about these matters so confidently because he knows
the power of grace. He knows that God really has done something new in the world by sending his Son to die for us.
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He’s making everything new, and that means Jesus’ love really does renew our minds and transform our thinking so
that we willingly put to death our old, egocentric, mad-scrabble way of living. Grace makes all the difference in the
world. “Here’s who you are,” Paul’s saying to us, “Now be who you are!”

Our response? “As he lived for others, so will I. As he gave his life up for others, so will I. Freely I have received, freely
will I give. All that I am, I am by grace. All that I have, I have by grace”—that’s the renewed mind talking.

But now here comes another shocker: we aren’t all the same. Paul speaks about the “grace given to me.” He knows
that his gifts aren’t the same as everyone else’s. And he says to the members of this one new body that Christ’s grace
has created in the world, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”

That means I'm not Dave Valleskey. I've had to come to terms with that through the years. I'm not Mark Schroeder. I'm
not Dan Deutschlander. I'm not Earle Treptow. 'm not Forrest Bivens. I'm not Tom Nass. 'm not . You can fill in
your own blank from your district, your circuit, your congregation, or your family. People you love and admire, people
who have blessed you, people whose gifts you may even wish you had. The first point here is, we're different because
that’s the way God wants it to be. It’s the same as if Paul had said, “I have my gift. .. and the Holy Spirit has given each
one of you your own gift.”

The second point is that we no longer see these differences as things that divide us, as grist for the mill of competition
or envy. Just the opposite: they unite us. The whole purpose of the picture of the body and its members is to demon-
strate that we need each other. We can’t make it on our own. That means I need my very real flesh and blood brother
or sister right next to me in my congregation or circuit or district. Yes, even when he says things to me I may not like
or that I may not want to hear. Yes that means even when [ may not particularly like what he’s doing because it’s not
how I would do it. I can’t retreat into some special safe little cyber world, gathering about me all the bloggers and
pundits who share my opinions and bounce them back at me. If I can’t talk directly to my brother with whom I may
have a concern, where is the love of Christ in me? If I can’t love my real flesh-and-blood brother right next to me, with
whom God has placed me, how can the love of God remain in me?

And the final and perhaps the most important point is, we can’t fulfill the purposes God has in mind for the body of
Christ if we run off on our own. God saved us as individuals. He saved us in all our wide variety of gifts and aptitudes.
But he also saved us to be together and to work together. He means for us to display the splendor of his grace to all
the world.

We are God’s hands, bringing help and healing. We are God’s feet, going out into all the world. We are God’s mouths,
formed to declare his praise—all of this guided by the mind of Christ that puts no limit on the boundaries of his love.
If we don’t preach the gospel, who will? If we don’t model loving, self-giving relationships in the family, who will?
Christ said, “I did not come to be served but to serve and to give my life for others.” If we don’t mirror his love in

all our relationships both inside the church and outside of it, who will? God has no other plan! And this sacrifice of
praise is good and pleasing and perfect to our God. He honors it by saying, “Whatever you do for the least of these
brothers of mine, you've done it for me.”

Luther sums up this truth so beautifully, “Who could fathom such great love? God comes down into our world and
says that he receives all the deeds done to our neighbors as if they had been done to him! The world is full of God. In
every lane you meet Christ. You find him at your door. Don’t stand gaping into heaven (looking for some super spiri-
tual way to love and serve God). You have him in your house, in your neighbors. Help them with your possessions,
wisdom, and skill. I am as close to you as your brother who needs your help and teaching.”

[look at you all and I see the faces of my dear brothers and sisters. This church body means so much to me.Iam a
synod man. My heart is full of joy and gratitude when I think of how I have been blessed by walking together with you
through the years. You have been my leaders, my teachers, my encouragers. And even if I don’t know you by name or
recognize a single thing that you've done, that hardly matters. Jesus sees. Jesus knows. He honors every unknown act
of mercy, every cup of cold water given in his name.

[ thank God for you all because I see the wonder of what God is doing through you in the world. [ know you feel the
same. Different gifts, same grace!

[ remember as a young man in central Africa—my first ministry—my sense of awe and wonder that there were so
many people in America praying for me, supporting me with their gifts and offerings. They didn’t know me. But they
loved me. What a miracle of grace! And now as I go around representing the seminary, people come up to me and say
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out of the sheer goodness of their grace-filled hearts, “We’re praying for you. We’re supporting you. We have the semi-
nary, our schools, their faculties, their students, on our hearts.” What wonders God does among his people!

And I know, [ know—as surely as [ know Christ’s grace—that there are many more miracles and wonders to come,
miracles he means to do through us, this little band of brothers and sisters. You know who you are. You are God’s own
people. Now be who you are!

Amen.

President’s report

July 25,2011
Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.
President Mark Schroeder

“May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us” (1 Kings 8:57).

he delegates to the convention of the Wisconsin Synod could not have been looking forward eagerly to the task
that was before them. It promised to be a difficult and painful week, and it had nothing to do with the prospect
of sitting for a week on hard chairs in a gymnasium without air conditioning. Weighty, even historic, decisions would
need to be made at that convention—and the burden carried by the delegates who would make those decisions was a
heavy one.

Fifty years ago this summer, the Wisconsin Synod was faced with making a final decision regarding an issue that had
been prayed about, debated, and discussed for more than ten years. In question was the precious fellowship relation-
ship with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS)—a relationship of unity in doctrine and practice that had
begun more than 80 years earlier with the formation of the Synodical Conference.

Throughout the 1950s, WELS and the ELS had been in almost continual theological discussions with the Missouri
Synod. At the heart of the discussions were Missouri’s changed position on church fellowship and signs that the LCMS
was gradually moving away from its unqualified commitment to the inerrancy of the Scriptures. The LCMS was in-
creasingly becoming involved with the American Lutheran Church in various church-related activities and had begun
to work toward the establishment of fellowship, even though it was clear that there was no real unity in doctrine
between the two church bodies. Only months earlier, after a decade of brotherly and patient admonition from its
sister synods, the Missouri Synod had given a firm indication that it did not intend to heed the pleas to return to the
doctrines on which it had always stood. The Wisconsin Synod was faced with the decision to declare that the blessed
fellowship that had united the two synods no longer existed.

Those of us who did not personally experience those difficult days can only imagine how painful and traumatic that
decision must have been—and what faith and courage was required to make it. If the fellowship relationship was de-
clared to have ended, it would signal the end of almost 90 years of God-given unity in doctrine and practice. Families
would be divided. Congregations would be split. Long-standing joint mission and educational efforts would no longer
be possible. Matters of private conscience would become topics of heated public debate. The small Wisconsin Synod,
which had for nearly a century leaned on its larger partner and looked to it for direction, would need to stand on its
own—oparticularly in the area of missions.

In spite of the challenges and personal sacrifices, in spite of charges that WELS was being legalistic and judgmental,
in spite of distortions and caricatures of the WELS doctrine of fellowship (which was in fact the historic position of all
the members of the Synodical Conference), the delegates to that convention 50 years ago were led to make a coura-
geous decision that reflected a steadfast commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to the Lutheran Confessions. It
was a decision that brought no joy or pleasure. But if the Wisconsin Synod were to remain faithful to the Scriptures
and to the doctrine that had been graciously preserved among us, it was a decision that had to be made.
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God has blessed that courageous and faith-filled decision in the decades since. The end of the Synodical Conference
was necessary because of the commitment by WELS and the ELS to stand firmly on the unchanging truth of God’s
inspired and inerrant Word, a commitment that by God’s grace remains today. That event awakened in our synod
the recognition that we would need to undertake an expanded mission effort that was truly worldwide in scope. It
spurred our synod to a planned and focused effort to plant congregations far beyond the few Midwestern states in
which most of our congregations were located. It kindled the recognition that the gospel was something not only to
be cherished and preserved among us, but that it also needed to be shared with people of all cultures and races. The
decision resulted in a renewed commitment to maintaining a strong system of ministerial education for both pas-
tors and teachers. It strengthened our commitment to stand firmly and squarely on the unchanging Word of God in

a world and culture that would be constantly changing. It enabled us to reaffirm that WELS is a synod that places

its trust completely in the means of grace to bring people to faith, to strengthen faith, and to equip them to serve as
faithful witnesses and disciples. It reflected a God-given commitment to remain distinctly Lutheran, anchoring all we
do as a synod in the heritage of “sola gratia, sola fide, and sola scriptura” passed down to us by generations of faithful
Christians who have gone before. It fostered a remarkable doctrinal unity and clarity throughout our beloved synod
that still exists today.

Today, as we look back to that important event in our synod’s history, we humbly thank God for the unity of faith and
doctrine that he has graciously preserved among us, and that for 50 years he has permitted us to continue to find our
strength and unity in his Word alone. As we look ahead to the future, we do so with the heartfelt prayer of Solomon,
“May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us” (1 Kings 8:57).

Our synod’s principles

Almost four years ago, in a series of articles in Forward in Christ, | emphasized a number of characteristics that, by
God’s grace, describe our synod and the principles on which we stand. It was our prayer at that time, and I am confi-
dent that you will now join me in praying, that we continue to be a synod that

¢ stands boldly and without hesitation on the truth of God’s inspired and inerrant Word.

« focuses on our mission of proclaiming to all people the gospel of Christ crucified and risen, with an undying
commitment to reach the lost and to nurture the found.

¢ is a confessional Lutheran church, holding on to the great truths restored to the church through the Lutheran
Reformation and clearly confessing and demonstrating what it means to be distinctly Lutheran.

e values Christ-centered and gospel-proclaiming worship, in which Word and Sacrament alone are recognized as the
powerful means through which the Holy Spirit works, and which reflects and treasures the rich heritage passed
down to us through the ages.

¢ is committed to Christian education on all levels, resulting in well-trained called workers and in lay members
equipped to carry out their Christian vocation.

e cherishes the fellowship that unites us in a common faith, in Christian love, and in unity of doctrine and practice.

¢ is relevant to today’s world, not because we have adjusted the message, but because the unchanging Word of God
offers exactly what sinners need—a call to repentance and the unconditional assurance of forgiveness, life, and joy
in Christ.

e is joyful and optimistic because it trusts in the promises of a gracious and all-powerful God.

¢ upholds and defends biblical values such as the sanctity of marriage as God has defined it, the God-given value of all
human life, and the roles in which God has given to men and women for joyful Christian service in the home, church,
and society.

As our synod continually rededicates itself to these principles, we will celebrate the amazing blessings that God has
showered on us, in spite of our all-too-human failures and weaknesses. Together we will marvel that God has chosen
frail and faulty vessels like us to be witnesses of his saving work in our communities, in our nation, and throughout
the world. Together we will commit ourselves to carrying out that mission faithfully and fervently. Together we will
recognize that faithfulness to doctrine not only does not hinder a commitment to mission efforts and outreach, but
that faithfulness to the Word is the only sure foundation and springboard for our efforts to reach the lost with the
saving truth of the gospel. Together we will rejoice in the gospel freedom that God has given to his church, and we will
strive to exercise that freedom with great care, with extensive consultation, with Christian love, and with God-given
wisdom. Together we will cherish the heritage that God has given to us, a heritage that connects us not only with the
Reformers but with God’s church on earth stretching back to the time of the apostles; at the same time, we will recog-
nize that the church in every age—ours included—will continue to add to that heritage new expressions of faith that
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faithfully proclaim Christ-centered biblical truth. Together we will work to uphold God’s truth, bear one another’s
burdens, encourage one another, and forgive one another. Together we will admonish one another when necessary,
but we will both give and receive admonition in a spirit of humble Christian love.

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians is a prayer also on behalf of Christians of all time, including us: “I pray that out of his
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasur-
ably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations” (Ephesians 3:16-21).

Convention reports

The synod convention in 2009 outlined a number of areas to be addressed in the two years that followed. Delegates
to the 2011 convention will hear detailed reports outlining the efforts and progress made during the past biennium,
as well as descriptions of future plans and efforts, in the following areas:

e Resuming an aggressive effort to plant home mission congregations and to expand the reach of existing mission
congregations (Home Missions).

e Expanding and enhancing world mission efforts through traditional and non-traditional mission strategies (World
Missions).

e Supporting and maintaining our ministerial education system (Ministerial Education).

e Increasing our emphasis on congregation-wide involvement in reaching the lost (Commission on Evangelism).

 Developing and implementing a four-year stewardship emphasis for congregational use (Ministry of Christian
Giving).

e [nitial planning for the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation (Reformation 500 Committee).

e Development of a flexible program of continuing education for called workers (Committee for Continuing Education
for Called Workers).

e Increased integration of ministerial education programs with mission experiences (Ministerial Education, World
Missions, and Home Missions).

e Forging closer relationships with church bodies around the world that are united with us in doctrine and confession
(Commission on Inter-Church Relations).

e Emphasizing the centrality of the means of grace in worship and outreach (Commission on Worship, Commission
on Evangelism).

e Improving the synod’s ability to provide assistance to congregations seeking to improve their ability to minister to
members and prospective members (Congregation and Ministry Support Group).

e Conscious efforts to utilize early childhood ministry as a means for outreach (Commission on Lutheran Schools).

e Development of a long-range plan (Synodical Council).

e Enhancing the circuit pastor system for better spiritual care of called workers and enhanced synodical participation
by congregations (Conference of Presidents, Ministry of Christian Giving).

e Improving ways to communicate to congregations and individuals the synod’s mission and ministry programs
(Communication Services).

e Stressing and communicating the recognition that the Congregation Mission Offering provides the foundational
support for our mission and ministry, while making careful use of other financial blessings God provides
(Conference of Presidents).

e Developing additional strategies for improved short- and long-term financial stability; continuing to make
improvements in the transparency of financial reporting; and improving the planning processes for program and
budget (Synodical Council).

Delegates will have the opportunity to hear and respond to reports on all of these activities in great detail throughout
this convention. Many of these areas will be addressed and expanded in the proposed “In Christ Alone” long-range
plan that will be considered by this convention.

The proposed ministry financial plan (budget)

After the difficult reductions to the synod’s mission and ministry programs that took place in 2007, we are thankful
that the financial situation has stabilized. Congregations and individuals faithfully provided financial support in spite
of a difficult economy and in spite of the fact that local congregations are facing financial challenges as well.
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As the ministry financial plan was developed, it was our prayer that our synod would be able to move from the previ-
ous reductions to a resumed expansion of mission and ministry. Faithful stewardship would necessitate making wise
use of the resources available, including a generous grant from WELS Church Extension Fund to provide Home Mis-
sions with additional funding for capital needs in various mission locations.

Planning was carried out with several guiding principles in mind: a commitment to “careful” (not “cautious”) expan-
sion of our efforts to proclaim the gospel throughout the United States and around the world; a plan to maintain our
system of ministerial education that would enable it to continue producing the quality and quantity of called workers
we require; and an effort to improve our ability to provide assistance to congregations in carrying out their local min-
istries. All of these efforts would be accompanied by a continuing commitment to reduce administrative costs wher-
ever possible. As you consider the details of the proposed ministry plan, you will see that the proposal will enable us,
God-willing, to achieve those goals.

The proposed ministry financial plan will provide for a resumption of the careful expansion of our synod’s mission
and ministry in the short term. It should be noted, however, that longer term sustained expansion of our mission will
be possible only if Congregation Mission Offerings reverse their decline of recent years and return to historic annual
increases.

Capital debt

In 2007 the synod’s capital debt was $22.3 million. The Year of Jubilee offering, continuing gifts from individuals
and congregations, and budgeted payments have reduced the debt by almost half to approximately $11.7 million.
We join in thanking a gracious God for enabling us to make such progress even in difficult economic times. If current
payments are maintained, the debt will be entirely removed within eight years. Once that happens, the $1.6 million
budgeted for debt repayment will be available to support other synodical missions and ministry.

Relocation of the synod offices

In 2010 a study was conducted to determine the cost of making necessary repairs to the current Synod Administra-
tion Building on Mayfair Road. Conservative estimates indicated that nearly $2 million would be required to bring the
building up to code and make necessary repairs on major infrastructure. Such an investment would have required the
synod to use precious resources that would be better used to support the ongoing mission and ministry of the synod.

In the fall of 2010 a real estate developer made an offer to purchase the existing administration buildings on Mayfair
Road for $2.8 million. With that offer in hand, a committee investigated the various options for relocating the synod’s
administrative offices. After ruling out the construction of new facilities because of the cost, the committee looked at
eight available existing buildings. One of those buildings, located along I-94 in Pewaukee, emerged as an ideal pros-
pect for relocation. The Synodical Council authorized the acceptance of the offer to purchase the existing synod ad-
ministration building for $2.8 million. It also authorized an offer to purchase the Pewaukee building for a final price
of $2.82 million.

The Synodical Council had indicated that it would be willing to relocate the synod offices only if it could be done with-
out the use of operating funds. The proceeds from the sale of the current building, along with facilities funds already
on hand, will make this possible and will also cover the costs of moving, furnishings, and minor renovations in the
new building.

A complete and current report will be provided to the convention by the synod’s chief financial officer, Mr. Todd Poppe.

Inter-church relations

WELS continues to thank God for the close relationship it enjoys with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. The two syn-
ods are in frequent contact through their presidents, in biennial meetings of the Evangelical Lutheran Confessional
Forum (involving administrative leaders from the two synods), and in annual meetings between the WELS Commis-
sion on Inter-Church Relations and the ELS Doctrine Committee.

We also continue to forge stronger relationships with confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world.
Most of these church bodies are members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). The CELC
meets every three years, with the last meeting held in New Ulm, Minn., last June and the next meeting scheduled for
2014 in Peru.

It was noted earlier in this report that our synod’s fellowship with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod came to a
sad end in 1961. That breach continues today due to continuing doctrinal differences in a number of areas. We are
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encouraged to note, however, that the LCMS, under the guidance of its new president, Matthew Harrison, has begun

a synodwide effort to discuss a wide range of doctrinal issues and to foster a greater doctrinal unity and consistency
within the Missouri Synod. We pray that these discussions will be guided by the clear teachings of Scripture and the

Lutheran Confessions.

No doctrinal discussions between WELS and the Missouri Synod have taken place, nor are any planned. One possible
point of contact between the synods will be free conferences. A free conference is a theological conference outside of
the fellowship relationship in which doctrinal topics are presented and discussed in order to clarify doctrinal posi-
tions and to identify areas of agreement and disagreement. One such free conference was held last April in Tacoma,
Wash. Others may take place in the coming year. Communication and contact with other Lutheran bodies is fully in
keeping with the 1961 synodical resolution which stated, “Under conditions which do not imply a denial of our previ-
ous testimony, we stand ready to resume discussions with the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod ... these discussions
to be conducted outside the framework of fellowship” (Proceedings of the Thirty-Sixth Convention, p. 198).

Last summer the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) voted to permit the ordination of practicing
homosexual pastors. As a result, several hundred congregations have voted to leave the ELCA and have formed a
new Lutheran synod called the North American Lutheran Church. WELS received a number of inquiries from ELCA
congregations, but none chose to seek affiliation with our synod. The North American Lutheran Church retains the
doctrinal positions of the ELCA with the exception of its view on the ordination of homosexual pastors.

Assignment of called worker candidates

In May the synod’s Assignment Committee met in New Ulm and Mequon to assign candidates as pastors, teachers,
and staff ministers. At Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary all members of the graduating class, along with previous gradu-
ates who had been assigned to one-year calls (a total of 58 men), were assigned. This is the first time in several years
that all available candidates were assigned. At Martin Luther College 79 candidates available for assignment any-
where for the teaching ministry received their assignments. Twenty-eight candidates were not placed on assignment
day; 23 of those were still waiting assignment as of the middle of July.

We are thankful to the Lord of the church for providing these willing workers, and we pray that God would be with
those candidates who are still awaiting assignment.

Special reports and recommendations

In addition to the normal items of business, this convention will address a number of special issues. In some cases,
the reports will include recommendations on which the convention will take action. In other cases, the reports will
provide the convention with details of work that has been carried out, giving the convention the opportunity to pro-
vide reaction and direction for work still to be carried out.

e The report of the Conference of Presidents on the termination of divine calls for financial reasons, which was
requested by the 2009 convention. It is not intended to be an exhaustive doctrinal study or a formal doctrinal
statement. It outlines in summary format the biblical basis for our synod’s practical application of the doctrine of
the divine call.

¢ The report of the Translation Evaluation Committee. This committee was appointed to carry out an evaluation of
the 2011 New International Version of the Bible (as well as other available translations) and to report its preliminary
findings to the 2011 convention. This study was necessary because the current New International Version will not
be available after 2013, and the synod will need to decide prior to that date which translation will be used in its
publications. While no final decision is planned at this convention, delegates will have the opportunity to provide
reaction and direction to the committee. Since this decision will have a major impact on our synod for decades to
come, all other options (including the consideration of a different existing translation, the revision of an existing
translation, or even a project to create an entirely new Lutheran translation) can and should be discussed before a
final decision is made.

¢ The report of the Committee for Continuing Education of Called Workers, which outlines progress that has been
made, especially in the area of creating a flexible program for continuing education for pastors.

¢ The proposed “In Christ Alone” long-range plan, which was developed by the Synodical Council and incorporates
suggestions and revisions provided by the districts. The plan is not intended to be a compilation of detailed strategies;
itis rather intended to be a broad road map outlining where our synod, under God, hopes to be in the year 2017,
with specific strategies to be developed by those entrusted with planning and carrying out the work.
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Challenges ahead

This convention will review the many blessings that God has showered on our synod during the past two years. We
will hear stories and see the faces of people in our world mission fields who have been brought from darkness into
the light by the power of the gospel. We will hear of home mission congregations and established congregations
reaching their communities with the good news of Christ crucified and risen. We will hear of the continuing blessings
God gives to our church through young people training for ministry and growing in their zeal to proclaim the saving
gospel to people of all races and cultures. We will thank God for congregations and individuals faithfully bringing their
thank offerings to support their local ministries and to work together through the synod to take the gospel to people
they will never meet and to places they will never visit. We will thank God for continuing to give our synod the com-
mitment to remain faithful to his Word and to defend his truth. We will marvel at what God has done through called
workers and laypeople who are flawed in their faith and who all too often fail to live up to their high calling.

At this convention, we will also hear of challenges and address problems. But these challenges and problems facing us
are in themselves blessings from God, as difficult as they may seem. We see our precious system of Christian education
struggling because of lower enrollments and insufficient resources. We note with proper concern that the synod itself
is not growing as it once did and that a hostile and godless culture seems not to be interested in the saving gospel we
proclaim. We agonize over the fact that we are not expanding our mission efforts as far and as fast as we sincerely
desire. We struggle with the challenge of reaching as many people as possible without changing the message and rely-
ing on something other than the power of the gospel. Every day—and we need look no farther than ourselves—we are
reminded of the sinful frailties of called workers and laypeople.

It is no secret that in recent years there have been some visible tensions in our synod over questions of the philoso-
phy of and approach to ministry. There are those who have been very vocal in their commendable desire to reach
more people with the gospel. There have also been those who have correctly emphasized the importance of maintain-
ing the scriptural integrity of all doctrine and practice and retaining our distinct heritage as Lutherans. What needs
to be emphasized is that these two views are not and should not be mutually exclusive. Both the Scriptures and the
Lutheran Confessions emphasize that these two concerns and commitments must go hand in hand in a faithful church
body. Zeal for outreach does not sacrifice faithfulness to biblical truth; rather, God-pleasing outreach must flow from
a commitment to the pure Word. A commitment to remain faithful to biblical doctrine and practice does not neglect
or deny the importance of mission outreach; in fact, Christians who treasure the message that God has entrusted to
them, say eagerly with the early disciples, “Salvation is found in no one else [than Jesus], for there is no other name
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. ... We cannot help speaking about the things that we have
seen and heard” (Acts 4:12,20). Conversely, outreach that minimizes the importance of holding on to sound doctrine
and practice or tailors the message to suit the tastes of unbelieving hearers will eventually lose the truth; emphasis
on doctrinal purity without a commitment to proclaiming that truth will eventually become dead orthodoxy. Confes-
sional Lutherans will always emphasize both: faithfulness in doctrine and zeal for gospel proclamation. Just as the
Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions articulate and celebrate the amazing freedom that God has given us in Christ
while exercising that freedom in wisdom and love, so the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions emphasize the
dual responsibility and privilege of both defending God’s truth and proclaiming it wherever and whenever God gives
the opportunity. A common commitment to both of these important tasks will strengthen our unity of purpose as a
synod and focus our attention on the mission that God has entrusted to us.

Jesus never promised that his church would be free of problems and difficulties. Just the opposite. “In this world,”
Jesus said, “you will have trouble.” But he didn’t stop with that sobering prediction. He immediately assured his fol-
lowers, “But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). In all of those challenges and problems God does
not merely promise to bless us in spite of those problems. He promises actually to use those challenges and problems
to bring blessing to us as he uses all things to work together for the good of those who love him. In every difficulty we
face, God gives us the opportunity to place our trust and reliance completely on him and on the power of his means of
grace. In those problems that confront us—problems that sometimes result in discussions and opinions that are love-
less and unbrotherly—God gives us the opportunity to remember that he has made us members of the body of Christ
and that the unity of faith we share is a priceless treasure that should never be put at risk because of personal pride
or arrogance. In the disagreements that arise, God will bless us by teaching us that the only God-pleasing way to settle
disagreements is to seek answers in his Word, to speak the truth at all times, and to speak the truth in love. No matter
what the challenge or problem, no matter what thorn in the flesh God allows to come into our synodical or congrega-
tional lives, he will use it to remind us that when we realize our own weakness, that is when we are strong—strong in
our Savior, strong in his Word, strong in his unchanging promises.
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There have been times in the past when speakers at conventions have called on the synod to repent of its sins. The
problem with such a call is that synods can’t repent. Only people can. As we look to the future in our walk together as
a synod, let that walk begin with humble and sincere repentance in each of us individually and personally at the foot
of our Savior’s cross—repentance for my weakness of faith, for my lack of trust, for my wavering commitment, for my
selfishness, and for my sinful pride. As we do that, our gracious God will do as he always does: he will welcome prodi-
gals back to himself with the full assurance that the blood of his Son has covered our sin and removed our guilt. He
will assure us that he has brought us from death to life and from darkness into his light. And even more, as we rejoice
in his forgiving love, he will continue to give us the amazing opportunity to be witnesses and proclaimers of all that
he has done for us and for a world of dying sinners.

[t goes without saying that our synod is not perfect. It can’t be perfect, because it is a family of weak and imperfect
sinners. That will remain true until Christ returns to transform his Church Militant into the Church Triumphant. In
the meantime, we have joy and comfort in knowing that God has taken imperfect and flawed sinners like us, declared
us to be perfect in his eyes for the sake of Christ, and placed us in this world to carry out the mission that he has en-
trusted to us.

That gracious act of God—accomplished on Calvary’s cross and proclaimed in the Scriptures—places our synod in

an incredibly wonderful position. We have the truth of God’s Word. We have been entrusted with the unconditional
gospel of forgiveness and life in Christ. God has placed us into a dying world and has opened the doors of opportunity
to bring to that world exactly what it needs—and something that few other churches are offering: the gospel of Christ
crucified—proclaimed by the Scriptures, summarized in the Lutheran Confessions, preserved for us through the gen-
erations—is ours by God’s grace to hold for ourselves and to proclaim to the world. May God continue to lead us to say
with Paul, “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians
2:2). By God’s grace, that is our precious heritage. That is our strength. That is our joy. And that is our blessed mission.

Soli Deo Gloria! To God alone be the glory!
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Essay:

“Cleansed and fed: The sacramental life”

July 25,2011
Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.
Rev. Jon E Zabell

Note: This essay and the one that follows appear in their original format to preserve Greek and Hebrew notations and
the authors’ individual styles.

Scripture quoted in this essay is from NIV © 1984, Biblica, Inc.

God Has Poured His Love upon Us

1. Baptism saves
2. Baptism sanctifies.
Baptism deserves our coreful altention.

God Feeds Us Jesus

I. Holy Communion is a mystery beyond comprehension,
2. Holy Communion is a gift bevond compare.
3. Holy Communion deserves our careful attention.

The Sacraments Promote Good Theology

1. The Socramends celebrate God's mysteries,
2. The Socramends preach gospel certality,
3. The Saocraments inform wihat we da in warship.

Abbreviations

LW = Luther's Works

5C = Small Catechism

LC = Large Catechism

AL = Augsburg Confession

Ap = Apalagy

G4 = Smalcald Articles

FC 5D = Formula of Concord, Solid Dedaration
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time; others just plod along. Some seem happy and corfident despite abundant

problems; others seem heartbroken and discouraged despite abundant blessings. From
time to time, we all need a good pep talk. If my congregation suffers from low self-esteem, then maybe
it's ime to get busy and start new programs of ministry. Ifwe're sailing along, then it might be time to
get mare members involved. Every congragation can benefit from this kind of cornmon sanse thinking
and hard work, and a good pep talk works like a strong cup of coffee. It gets everyone moving.

Just as long as none of it draws our attention away from what we always desperately need. The
Church is the bride of Christ. Our relationship with him depends upon his daily expressions of love and
fargiveness, the forgiveness he won for us by his death and resurrection. We need more than a cup of
coffee to get us moving, We need him,

In other words, we need the Gospel in Word and Sacraments. We know that. Our church body Is
magnificently blessed to know what a treasure his Means of Grace are. We are not ashamed of the
Gospel. Every member is baptized. Communion has a regular place on our church calendars. The phrase
"Waord and Sacraments” reqularly rolls off our tongues.

Still, what rolls so easily off our tongues might not always be so readily playing in our hearts and
lives. Even though each of us is covered daily in the offensive stench of our sin, weak with hunger for
the love and forgiveness only cur Savior can give, we still kid curselves into thinking all we need is a cup
of coffes. We don't go running to the Lord's Table; we shuffle our feet. We don't dive into the waters of
aur baptism; we dip our toes to test the water.

The people of the WELS, our pastors, teachers, and synod leaders, and the presenter standing
befare you today reqularly need encouragements toward sacramental living, not because we are
teaching God's Word incorrectly, but because we are by nature always getting it wrong in our hearts
and lives.

Herein lies one of the wonders of God’s profound grace. He wses the very doctrine we forsake in
our hearts and lives to bring our hearts and lives back in line with his doctrine, He uses the ve ry Word
and Sacraments we by nature despise to bring us back to a godly appreciation and gadly use of his
Word and Sacraments.

Solet's dive in!

Cnng-egatinns are like people. Each one has a personality. Some seem to be busy all the

God Has Poured His Love upon Us

1. Baptism saves.

In Old Testament times, baptisms were purely symbolic. God used certain kinds of baptisms,
ritual washings, to teach his people that the only way to get elose to him is with clean hands and a pure
heart (Excdus 30:17-21; Psalm 24:3-4). God was showing people pictures of forgiveness and saying, *Let
this remind you of the Savior you need. He's coming to wash away your sins!”

When Jesus arrived, the time for Old Testament symbalism came to an end. Just before his
ascension into heaven, Jesus gave his disciples a new kind of baptism. He established a connection
between baptism and the saving name of Father, Son, and Haly Sparit, and he told his disciples to use
this ritual as a means for making disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:8-20}. Paul calls Baptism “a
washing with water through the word” (Ephesians 5:26). Jesus wants us ta use this word from Gad
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(God's name) together with the water as a means or vehicle for him to deliver to us the blessings and
the power of his saving love.”

Mew Testament Baptism is no mere symbol or picture, In his first letter, Peter says, "Baptism
now saves you" (3:21). In his letter to Titus, Paul calls Baptism a "washing of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit (3:5}. “To be baptized in God's name is to be baptized not by men, but by God himself™ (LC
IV, 10)." As the water of Holy Baptism touches your skin, God washes you, heart and soul.

Baptism saves because of fesus.

Baptism saves because Baptism connects you to the Savior. At the cross, Jesus paid the price
for the sins of the whole world. At your baptism God poured that forgiveness on you. There is an
unbreakable connection between your baptism and the death of Jesus. Paul says, "Don't you know that
all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” (Romans 6:3). Ina manner
of speaking, the water of Baptism is “colored with Christ's blood.™

Baptism alse connects you to the resumection of Jesus. Peter says, "Baptism saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:21). Paul says that in Baptism you have been "raised with him®
(Colossians 2:12). Baptism is powered by the death and resurrection of lesus and it connects you to
himn.

We receive Baptism’s benefits through faith.

Some might think that the application of water and the speaking of God’s Word are like a
rmagical incartation. They treat Baptism superstitiously, as though God were casting a saving spell
upon us. But God doesn't speak his words into thin air, He speaks to cur hearts. Jesus says, "Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16, emphasis added).

God doesn’t ask us to come up with this faith on our own. We couldn't dait, even if we tried
(Ephesians z:1). Faith is “not from yourselves, itis the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). In Baptism, God
gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit { Acts 2:38b). The Holy Spirit puts God's saving name on us, and gives
us faith in that name, "No one can say, “Jesusis Lord,’ except by the Holy Spinit* (1 Corinthians 12:3).*

Forgiveness

One key blessing of Baptism is divine forgiveness (Acts z:38a). We tend to think of our sin as
thouwgh it were a small thing, an occasional problern in our lives. We tend to define owr sin according to
how badly it hurts sormeone else. Since most of us do our best nat te hurt people, we tend to think that
our sin is only a minor flaw. If this is how we think of sin, then Baptism will never matter much to us.

“In Luthes™s Small Catachisrm e sayvs, "For without Gad's Ward the water i jusk plain water and not Baptiarn, But with this
Ward it s Baptism, that &, a g racious water of Ife and 2 washing af rebirth by the Holy Spirt (0.

" Since God is the one doing 2l the work, the person wha performs a baptism s merely 2 stewa rd of God's gft. So 2ko the one
wilser i9 baptized simply receivas what God gives "That baptiam iz s g of Ged, not & werk of aurs, we confezs mast incisielby in
aur practice of Infant baptisrn. Wi ba ptize infants hecavse thay too naed the Sawvioe Wea baptize infants baczuse lesus invited
tham ta come ta him. We baptize infants becausa Jesus sasd that thesa “tiny ones” believe In bm.” Theodore Hasbaig,
“Sacramental Plety In Luthera n Worshig: Benchmarks of Lutheran Theolegy " (WELS Natlomal Conference on Worshig, Music,
and the Arts, 1ag4), &,

! johann Gerhard, A Comprehansne Explanation of Holy Boptism amd the Lord™s Supper 1620), (Makone, Texas: Repristington
Press, zopal, B2,

* See Appendi A for more about Baptism and fath
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God's Word reveals the ugly truth about your sin and mine. All humankind is barn in gin (Psalm
ga:5). This sin is the absence of even the tiniest bit of goodness (Romans 7:18, Ephesians 2:1). We have
no ability to change our sinful condition (Romans 721}, Our sinful condition cormes with a death
sentence [Romans 6:23 Romans gz} Sin's punishment, death, is not only a physical, earthly
punishment, but also a spintual, ternal one (Revelation 20:14-15) Our sinful condition leads to sinful
actions, which alse condemn us (Matthew 15:15).

In Baptism God washes all of this sin away (Acts 22:16). This doesn't mean that 2 baptized
person no longer sins (1 John 1:8). It means that God doesn’t condemn us for cur sins (Romans 8:2). For
lesus’ sake, he forgives the sin you were borm with, the sins you've committed, and the sins you will
cammit. Mo sin is left untouched by the forgiveness God gives us in Baptism.

“Blessed is the man whose sin the LoRD does not count against him* (Psalm 32:2).

A baptized believer is a New Testament Noah.

Where would you be without this forgiveness from God? When God sent a flood to destroy
nearly every living thing in the world, Noah witnessed firsthand just how serious our holy God is about
sin (Genesis 7:21). But God had not given up on his plan to send a Savior. By rescuing faithful Noah, God
was preserving his promise in this world. From Noah’s perspective, the destroying water of the ™sin-
fload® was also a water of rescue that lifted him and his family abowve the death and destruction of sin.

Inthe New Testament, the Apostle Peter says, “In [Moah's ark] only a few people, eight in all,
were saved through water, and this water symbaolizes baptism that now saves you also” (1 Peter 3:21).
Your baptism is both a drowning and a rescue, It is God's picture of the person you are by nature, fillad
threwgh and throwgh with wickedness and sin, and it is a real drowning of that person, as real as the
flood water that swept wicked unbelievers away in Noah’s day. At the same time it is a real rescue, as
real as the ark God provided for Moah.

In Baptism, God robes you in the righteousness of fesus.

In John's Revelation of heaven, he sees multitudes of people in white robes, holding palm
branches, and praising God for saving them. One of twenty-four elders tells John how these particular
people happened to arrive in such a glorious place. He says, “These are they wha have come out ofthe
great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb™
(Revelation 7:14).

Jesus' death on the cross covers the filth and wretchedness of our sin, so that when God the
Father considers everything we are and everything we've done, he chooses to see only his holy,
innocent, sifless Son, Like Moah after his sin of drunkenness (Genesis g:20-23), we lie naked and
helpless in our shame, but God refuses to look. He carefully drapes the righteousness of Jesus over us,
so that every inch of us is caverad. It happened on the day we were baptized. Paul says, "All of you wha
werg baptized into Christ have dothed yourselves with Chrst® (Galatians 3:27). &nd not even death can
rob us of Baptism's blassings.

All af this defies human understanding.
When all is said and done, it doesn't laok like the one baptized has received the gift of the Haly
Spirit. All we see is some wet skin and maybe some tousled hair. How can this external, physical action
produce internal, spiritual effects, like forgiveness, life, and salvation, even in the hearts of infants? We
can't see it happening, We can't fully explain how it's possible, All we have to go on is what God's Word
tells us.
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We wouldn't have it any ather way. We're happy to let our confidence in Baptism rest on God's
Word, and not on our own feelings or opinions, God isincapable of speaking a word that isn't true, Our
feelings and opinions change; God's Word never will.,

2. Baptism sanctifies.

You were crucified with Jesus.

Sometimes a person who has been dedlared medically dead is revived a shert while later, What
kind of story can such a person tell us? People want to know: “What was it like to be dead?™ One thing is
certain about being dead. Being dead means you're done with sin. In Baptism, Gad declared that you
were dead. In his letter to the Romans, Paul says, *Don't you know that all of us who were baptized nto
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” (6:3). He explains this by saying that we are nolonger
“slaves to 5in - - because anyone whao has died has been freed from sin.” (6:6, 7}

If youw hadn't died with Jesus, you'd always be looking for ways to get away with things. You
would think of God's forgiveness as though it were a free pass to commit all kinds of sins. f your sinful
flesh still held sway after God raised you to spiritual life, God's forgiveness would actually drive you
away from him, because you'd always be using it for vour own purposes instead of his. When you died,
so did your desire to live apart from God.

God raised vou with Jesus.

O the Last Day, God will ralse all people from the dust of death, and he will bring believers to
lve with hirn forever in heaven (John 5:28, 29; Matthew 25:34-40). We will spend all etern ity with all the
saints and angels, offering perfect praises to our Triune God (Revelation 7:9-17). We can't see our future
life yet, but we know it's coming. God has promised it.

In Baptism, God has raised us from spiritual death so that we can serve him in perfect
righteousness in this fife. As it is with our future life in heaven, we can®t yet see this reality, but that
doesn’t make it less real. God says that it is 5o, and 5o we believe him. Because we were raised with
Jesus, we are saints through faith in him, and we live that way. *You have been buried with (Christ) in
baptisrm and raised... You died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 2:13;
Colossians 3:3). "By placing his name on us, Christ pulls us onto the cross, carmes us into his tomb, and
quickens us with his resurrection. ™

Baptism may take less time than it takes to wash your hands before supper. But when God
baptized you, he baptized your whole life. Your baptism covers the day of your birth into this world, the
day of your departure from this world, and every other day in between. Don't think of your baptism as
though it were only a distant event in vour past. Your baptism is a present reality. *Baptism is a bath of
renewal; it is begun in Baptism, but it endures for a lifetirme.*

You are a saint and a sinner.
Some might wonder why we need our whale fife baptized. They think that after vou've been
brought to saving faith in Jesus, living 2 God-pleasing life is up to you. They'll agree that if you slhip into
sin from time to time, God will be there to forgive you. But they don’t think you should spend all your

*Tray Dahlke, “Hidden In Christ: A Baptismal Perception of the Imperceptide. " (Logia, Wai I, No_ 2, Eastartide, 2000], 11
* Gerhard, i, 1o

PROCEEDINGS 2011 www.wels.net/convention

111



time thinking about your sin and God's forgiveneass. At some point they'd suggest that you mave on to
othar topics. You need to get out there and do something, don't you?

It's true that we need to live according to God's will. But we need ta remember that in this life,
we never move past the cydle of sin and forgiveness. Saint Faul called himself the “chief of sinners” and
a “wretched mar.” He said, | know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.”

A Christian is, at the same time, a saint and a sinner (Romans 7:23-23). This means that a
Christian loves God above all things. it means he wants always and only to listen to him, pray to him,
and serve hirn. It also means that he hates God, wants nothing to do with his Weord or with prayer, and
wants to serve only himself, One Christian is two people at once.

Where, then, do we stand with God? Which percon defines us in his eyes? Baptism answers that
question loudly and clearly. We are sons of God through our Lord Jesus Chist (Galatians 3:27). Baptism
makes us saints in God's eyes.

But bacause of the continuing presence of our sinful nature, we have a battle on our hands.
Every saint is called also to be a soldier. Think of how simply we confess this truth in Luther’s Small
Catechism:

Baptism means that the old Adam (a.k.a. "old sinful nature”) in us should be drowned
by daily contrition and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to
death. It also means that a new persan should dally arise to Rve before God in
rightecusness and purity forever (SC V).

There is na fiercer battle than this one, and it lasts your whale life long. According to our sinful
nature, we don't want to live by faith. We don’t want our lives to be hidden with Christ; we want God to
lay out our successes and victories in full sight. "Does the old Adam really have to be drowned?” we
wonder. “Can’t the new person come forth without the old Adam dying?™ But there isn't room for the
bath of you. Paul says *put off yvour old self which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires,” and “put
an the new self which was created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness® (Ephesians 4:22-

25}

Your baptism is o daily rescue operation,

The battle rages on, day after day. When it comes to fixing what's wrong with ourselves on a
daily basis, we are our own worst enermies. We tend to treat spintual renewal ke it's a diet program.
We think it's about will power, Sinful thoughts and attitudes beckon like an apen refrigerator daor at
rudnight, and we think: *Just say no." *Try harder!” That might work when it comes ta losing weight,
bt it will never power your Christian living. Spiritual renewal doesn't start inside of us. It can't. We are
no match for our wicked, God-hating, sinful flesh,

That's the beauty of Holy Baptism. Your baptism is from God.

Temptation comes knocking. Devil, world, and flesh rise up in mutiny again st us. They're out for
bleod, and we're in danger of being overrun. There’s no negotiating with this vicious mob. There’s no
help ta be found from inside ourselves. Baptism is like a fire hose at a prison rict.

Owr consistent failure to measure up to God's expectations takes its toll. The memory of sins
past and present plagues us. Our utter inability to improve aur wicked sinful flesh shames wvs. How
easily we let ourselves be nuled by a squirming conscience! By all outward appearances we may be
daing our job and fulfilling cur callings, while in truth we are dying of thirst. Jesus says, "Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for rightegusness, for they will be filled,” ¥ our baptism is your Rephidim
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(Exedus 17:6), your oasis in the desert; a divine pool of pura forgiveness that satisfies your thirst and
puts you back to work with a dean and happy conscience.

Every enemy toyour sanctified living meets its match in Holy Baptism,

“Baptism iz, in short, 5o full of consolation and grace that heaven and earth cannot understand
it. But it requires skill to believe this, for the treasure is not lacking, but this is lacking: people who grasp
it and hald it firmky" (LC IV, 35, £0).

3. Baptism deserves our careful attention.

feremonies and symbols

We Chnstians love to be reminded of our baptism.

At the start of worship, we hear our pastor invoke the name of the Triune God, and we sae him
form the sign of the cross that was made over our head and our heart when we were baptized. Inthe
corporate confession of our sins, the whale congregation binds up the old Adam and throws him into
the sea, In the pastor's absolution God raises us all from the dead, Think of all the other ways we hear
and proclaim the work of Father, Son and Spiritin church, in our prayers, our hymns, our creeds, all the
way to the Trinitarian blessing at the end. It's all a retunn to Baptism.

Even befare a word in church is spoken, the baptismal font speaks for itself, Since we know
what Baptisrn means, it makes sense that we would want to give our font a place of prominence,
together with the altar and the pulpit, or “ambo.” These visval symbals remind us of God's powerful
Means of Grace. Baptism occupies a central place in the life of a Christian and the life af the church. it
wouldn't be out of place to treat the design and the placement of our baptismal fonts with the same
degree of careful diligence that goes into the creation and promaotion of a company lego.

O special pccasions when we are privileged to witness a baptism, we have double reason to

give thanks, first for the person who is being baptized, then for sur own baptism, which is a daily reality.

Ifyou'd like to see a visible connection between the baptisms in your church and the
resurrection of Jesus, light a Paschal candle on the Sundays of Easter, and then again whenever there's
a baptism or funeral. Use a baptismal candle, toa. This candle is lit from the Paschal candle, sent hame
with the person who was baptized, and relit on baptismal anniversaries as a remembrance of Holy
Baptism‘s continuing comfort and power.

Toimpress on people the way Baptism clothes us with Christ, you can create a simple white
garment to be placed over a person's head after Baptism.

One of the great baptismal treasures of the Lutheran church is Martin Luther's Flood Prayer
{See Appendix B). Luther takes a page from the Apostle Peter's book when he casts this prayer for the
one baptized into the imagery of the great flood (1 Peter 3:20-21).

In Christian Worship Supplement, you can find a Gathering Rite on Baptism, which uses words
and music te connect the apening hymn, confession and absolution, and the song of praise all under
one baptismal theme " There was an intentional effort to include a good number of good baptism
hymns in Christion Waorshio Supplement, to add to the good number already present in our hymnal. Like

T*paechal relates to the Passover and to Easter When aarly Christians celabrated the resurraction of lesus, the Paschal
{Passover) Lamb, they called that day “Pascha.” & Paschal cancle may be placed nearthe baptismzl fant.

" The rite includes this instruction: *This alternate hegnning forwarsh i is intended for use nat anly when thare s 2 baptisn
burt mary b wsad on any occasion to remind God's peapka of Baptism's continung blassings" (Christior Warship Supplement,
P8
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the Gathering Rite an Baptisrn, these hymns beg to be used even on Sundays when there is no baptism,
because we live in our baptisms every day.

When it comes to the nte of baptism, simple is good.” We need to continue to examine our
baptismal practice to make sure that none of our accompanying ceremonies and traditions draws
peaple’s eves away from the washing with water through the word.™ On the other hand, good
ceremanias and maaningful traditions can communicate and affirm for us the blessings of Haly Baptism
as well as testifying to our connection to Christians around the world and from days past (See Appendix
CL

Making the sign of the cross

Luther teaches in his Catechism that each day we should “make the sign of the cross” and say
"In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” Some people cross themselves
because they are superstitious. They treat this personal ritual as though it were a good luck charm that
will help them sink a free throw or pass a driver’s exam, Others try to make the practice of crossing
yourself mandatory by suggesting that if you don't doit, then you are not a true Christian . This treats
the ritual like it's more important than the message behind it. The outward sign of the cross hasno
divine power in itself. Butit can be a powerful, personal reminder of who you are and whose you are.

In the moming or at night when a Christian i1s confessing his sins to God in prayer, the mind is
often occupied with many things. The action involved in making the sign of the cross can work like 2
sheep dog to corral our thoughts back to where they belong: every day we die with Christ, and every
day God raises us to new life by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. When dene in Christian
freedom, crossing yourself in the name of the Triune God can be a good way to help you remember
your baptism.

Encouraging others

It makes sense thatin church, at home, in cur hearts and minds we would want to surround
ourselves with this glorious certainty that comes not from us, but from God: | am baptized! So also it
makes sense that we would want to vse this treasure in our loving ad monishments and
encouragements to athers.

When a fellow Christian is caught in a sin, you're nght to dig through Scrpture to find a passage
that will fit hirm and his situation parsonally. But don’t forget to preach what God has already made
personal for him: “¥ou died to sin, how can you live in it any longer?” When a Christian friend is growing
discouraged in her daily struggle against sin, you can preach divine comfort that is both objectively true

"In 1523, Martin Luther published 2 rite of Baptism in German inwhich he retained many of the ceremonies af the medieval
church fiar the sake of weak consclences, but ba added this copementary as part of an epllogue ta the rite: "Mow remermber,
tou, that inbaprism the adtamal things are the least irmpartant, such 25 bawing undar the ayas, signing with the cross, putting
salt Inta the rcuth, putting spittle and ay into the ears and nase, ancinting the breast and shoulders with oll, signing the
crawn af the head withthe chrism, putting on the chrstening robe, placing a buming candbe in the hand, and whateser else
has bean adoad by man to ermGallish bBa poism. Far mast assuredby baptism can be parformed without 51l thesa, and they are
notthe sot of devices from which the devil shrinks or fiees™ (LW g3, 102). I & leter ravision of this rite (1028), Luther did
indead axcise rmamy of thess ceremanies, But be kapt, arnong other things, his Sinfflutgebet and tha practice of vesting the
haptizad parsan In 2 white garment.

" For an n-depth study of the ceremonies and traditions that have accompanied Ba ptism since the earliest deays of the Mew

Tastamant, see Charles Cortright's assay, "Egae Te Baptizo, . The Church's Liturgy a5 Instrument af the Baptizing God*
{Wisconst Labhenmn Seminary Spmaosim, 2ooz) avallable anline 3t wew wlkiessays net.
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and also wonderfully personal: ™You're clathed with Christ; you've been raised from the dead with him.
You can do this!”

Reaching out

Baptism can serve well in our conversations outside the church. Even among the unchurched,
st have heard of it, and many already have a positive opinion about it. Some have already been
baptized; they just don't know what it means. Some have the wrong idea; they think Baptism is
something we do to show how committed we are to God. If you're looking for a way to tell someons
about the gracious love of God, who forgives all sin and gives us saving faith as a gift, talk Baptism.

In short, itis good to give yourself as many reminders of your baptism as possible, all the while
keeping in mind that your baptism is more than a reminder. Baptism is your daily resurrection from the
dead. In Baptism God clothes you with Jesus, so that you can face the struggles under your cross
without waving the white flag. However bloody the battle, you'll always come out victorious, because
Jesus has risen. Baptism is useful. Solet’'s use it!

We must think this way about Baptism and make it profitable for ourselves. So when
owur sins and conscience oppress us, we strengthen ourselves and take comfort and say,
"Mevertheless, | am baptized. And if | am baptized, it is promised to me that | shall be
saved and have eternal life, both in soul and body." (LC IV, 54}

So a truly Christian life is nothing other than a daily Baptism, once begun and ever to be
cantmued. (LC IV, Bg)

At the intersection

Part Four in Luther's Small Catechism is The Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Part Sid s The
Sacrament of Holy Communion, Between them comes Part Five: The Use of the Keys and Confession.

To help us live in our baptism, and to help us prepare for Communion, the New Testament
Church can use the Keys Jesus gave us. lesus said, *| will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven” (Matthew 16:19). After his resurraction from the dead, Jesus *breathed on (his disciples} and
said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If vou forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if vou do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven™ (John 20:22-23).

We can confess our sins in private before God, and receive his absolution (pronouncement of
forgiveness) in the Word of God we read and hear and remember. The Keys are God's way of taking this
absalution and putting it in the mouth af a flesh and blood human being. Every believer has the Keys:
pastors are called to use the Keys on behalf of the congregation. After the general confession of sins in
aur church services, when a pastor says, "l forgive you,™ he is speaking on the authority of Jesus, in his
place. Through his called servant, Jesus is saying to you what he said to his disciples on the evening of
his resurrection: "Peace be with you.”

A pastor's absolution is available on an individual basis, too.” "Before God we should plead
quilty of all sing, even those we are not aware of, as we doin the Lord's Prayer. But before the pastor we
should confess enly thosa sins which wea know and feal in our hearts” (SC V).

" One form for Private Confession is available in Christion Warship: & Lutheran Hymnal, p.igs
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The practice of private confession and absolution has fallen largely out of use in aur circles,
partly, perhaps, because legalistic admonishments from days past have left a bad taste in our mouths.
{"No Communion for you until you face the pastor and come clean!”} But when offered freely, the
practice of private confession and absolution can offer great benefits.

Orverall this writer thinks we ara the poarer for the death of private confession. It was a
rare opportunity to personalize Law and Gospel, in private, with no humry, where there
was no danger of one’s dozing off or daydreaming. To judge frem the writings of our
German forebears, they had a deeper sensze of their own sinfulness, as well as a
carresponding gratitude and relief at hearing the Good News."

Even in secular circles this kind of personal contact between listener and counselor is
considered baneficial, but when the content of such an exchange is a retumn to Baptism, so that by
God's Law the sinful flesh is nailed to the wall and by the absolution of God's mouthplece the new
person is raised from the dead, the benefits are divine!

The pastor needs absolution, too, He needs a clean conscience, He needs outside help, Who
pastors the pastor so that his work will be a joy? When his sin troubles him, let him find another pastor
he trusts, to whom he can confess and be absolved.™

Freely offered and freely received, in public orin private, confession and absolution is anather
way of saying, | am baptized!" 5o then, itis also ane helpful way for the baptized to be prepared for the
reception of Holy Cormmunibon.

God Feeds Us Jesus

1. Hely Communion is a mystery beyond comprehension.

What is the Sacrament of Holy Communion? Itis the true body and blood of aur Lord
Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and
to drink (SC WI).

Such simple words! Such profound truth! Jesus’ body and blood are really present under the
bread and wine of Holy Communion. How can the Son of God wha fills everything in every way
{Ephesians 1:23) be with us, here and now, fully and completely, delivered through the vehicles of bread
and wine, so that we are eating and drinking his true body and blood?

The question we might ask about the Real Presence was the same question facing the
shepherds when they first saw their newbarn Savior: How? How can He who never sleeps sleep? How
can He whoneeds nothing need food? How can He who never changes change? The shepherds might
well have asked, "How can the Son of God wha fills everything in every way be with us, here and now,

* Private confession and absalution k encouraged in our Lutheran Confassions. Sae AC KV SA NI, Ik and LC W, An
Exhaortation ta Canfassion.

" Mark leske, “The Practioa of Confession and absolution in the Lusharan Chorch,” {august, 1g7a), 10

" Taken from a vides presentation by John Eleinig entitled Pastorn’ Care af Postors, presented 2t Daxolagy: the Lutheran
Ceyter fior Spdrtual Cave amd Cownsel, 8 pastars” nstitute offered by Harold Senkbsil and Beverdy Yahnks,
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fully and completaly, in this manger, in the flesh?” But they had the word of God's angel, and that was
enough. “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen, which were just as they had been told” [Luke 2:20).

Soit is with the mystery of the Real Presence in the Lord's Supper. Every step we take toward
hurnan reason and logic to solve the mystery IS a step away from God's Word. God doesn't invite us to
sohva the mystery. He invites us to take him at his word. Mote how beautifully our post-Communion
prayer ties the mystery of the incarnation to the mystery of the Real Presence, and then invites thankful
Christians to ramember what it all means:

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to
share gur humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and
peace in this sacrament {Christian Worship, p.zg).

Scripture is clear.

The Sacrament goes beyond our ability to comprehend it. But there's nothing mysterious about
the way Jesus explains it to us. "Take and eat,* says Jesus, “this is my body. Drink from it, all of you. This
is my blood of the covenant” (Matthew 26:26, 27).

Many have tried to turn these word s into a metaphor or a parable. They say the bread isn't
actually lesus’ body, nor the wine his blood." But these words of Jesus are his last will and testament,
When we write our own last will and testament, we choose our words carefully and we speak as clearly
as possible, so that there may be no misunderstanding among our heirs, it seems strange to think that
Jesus would deliver his last will and testament in a metaphor or parable without clearly explaining what
he means. Interestingly, those who force their own figurative interpretation onto Jesus’ words find
themselves at constant war with one another, like heirs fighting over aninheritance, "What sort of a
parable can it be when éven leamed exegetes cannot say with certainty what it actually reans!™ I his
treatise, The Lord's Sugger, Martin Chemnitz asks, "What is the difference between no testament of the
Son of God ar an uncertain one? " But Jesus' word s are certain and clear. The bread is Jesus’ body. The
wine is Jesus' blood,

What's more, we need to remember who is speaking these words.

If an ordinary man had taken bread and said, *This is my body,” we might regard him as
a madrman, deceiver, or abuser of language, and we might repect the simple, natural
meaning of the words asimpossible nonsense, Butthe Speaker here is the Son of God,
wha 15 utterly truthful and reliable and has the infinite wisdom and power to back up
what he says by making his bedy truby present.™

" Some say that the bread and wine merely symibalize Jesus’ body and blaad. Others say that Jesus’ body and bload are
“sparitieally present, ™ recaived by fakh “in 2 spiitua baay, ™ but this 15 just anather way of saying that his bady and blood aren't
really prasent (FC S0, VI, 3). At one point, Andreas Carlstadt, ane of the radical refomrmers, sctually bebeved that when lesus
said, “This ks my bady,” lesus was pointing at himself,

** Hermann Sasse, "The Lord's Supper in the Mew Tastamert,” We Canfess Anthology, tranchated by Narman Nagel, {5t Louks:
Concordia Fublishing House, 1584), 69,

7 martin Cheminitz, The Lovds Sopper, translated by 18,0, Preus. (51, Laouls: Concordia Publishing Hausa), 88, Chemnitz (1523-
15850, knawn in histary 35 “tha secand Martin® for hs importanca as 3 Lutheran theologian, wes 3 kay figura in tha writing of
the Formulz of Concord (1577)

* Joel Fredrich, “The Lord lesus Insttutes Holy Communion * (Wisconsin Lotharan Semimary Sympasium, 2a03), B,
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If people still want to question the simple, natural understanding of Jesus” words, let therm look
again at Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, where he so cleary gives apostolic testimony to the Real
Presence in the Lord’s Supper: “I5 not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation
inthe blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?” (2
Corinthians 10:26].

Jasuz’ body and blood were truly presant under the bread and wine he gave his disciplesin the
upper room on the night he was betrayed, and they are present in gur use of the Sacrament, too. "Do
this,” lesus tells us. So we do. We consecrate the elements, we distribute thern, and we receive thern.
lesus has given us these words to say, and Jesus doesn't lie, Luther says, "“When he said, *Do this,” by his
own command and bidding he directed us to speak these words in his person and name: "This is my
body™ (LW 37, 187). S0 we know that together with the bread and wine of Communion we receive the
body and blood of cur Savior, just as the disciples did when they were with Jesus in the upper room.™

What aur senses could never reveal to us, God's Word makes perfectly clear. Hermann Sasse
said, “[The Real Presence] was for Luther, and it is stil| today, the great test whether we are able to
found our faith an the Ward of our Lord alone, ar whether we still have need of some support fram
human sowrces, ™ Luther wrote:

With this Word you can strengthen vour conscience and say, If a hundred thousand
devils, together with all fanatics, should rush forward, crying, "How can bread and wine
be Chnist's body and bload? and such, | know that all spinits and scholars together are

not as wise as the Divine Majesty in His little finger” (see 1 Corinthians 1:2g). (LCV, 12).

The Real Presence of lesus"body and bloed in his Supper matters. Remember who this is. This
is the Word of God, made flesh, true God, begotten from eternity, and true man, born of the virgin
Mary. “In Christ, all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form® (Colossians z:g). This is the true
Passover Lamb who willingly shed his blood for the sins of the world. And it's not just that he is presant
ir his Supper. In Holy Cammunion, lesus Christ is really present, intimately presert, incarmationally
present, for you. You can think of the doctrine of the Real Presence when you hear the opening words of
the Communion liturgy: “The Lord be with you.”

2. Holy Communion is a gift bevond compare.

What happens in Communion runs counter nat anly to sinful reasen, but alse to sinful pride.
The world wants nothing to do with talk about a divine blood sacrifice for sin. Qur old Adam is still
offended, too. | don't want to hear that rmy sin makes me ugly, and wretched, a son of Satan. | don't
want to hear that the waorst day of my life in this world is still better than the eternity in hell | deserve. |
don't want to hear that my sin costs infinitely more than what | can pay. But it's all true, and it's true
each day.

¥ Qwr Lutharan Confassions quote lohn Chrysastom (e, 345-407)k “The declaration ‘Be fruitful and mwitiphy and fill the aarth’
(Genass 1:28) was spoken anby once. But it |5 ever effactive in nature, sa that ¢ s fretful and maltiples. S0 ako this
declaration, ‘This is Moy body; this is My blood," was spokan ance, But evan tothis day and upto His second caming it is
affective and works 5o that In the Supper of the Church His true body and blood are preseat * (FC S0, W, 75,

Hermann Sasse, This &5 My Sady. (Minneapalis: Augsbung, 1g53), 368
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5o also, divine forgiveness isn't pretty. It hinges on the bloody suffering and death of God's
Lamb, the Word made flesh, Every blond sacrifice of the Old Testament pointed ahead to his cross.
shaped altar. New Testament worship is no less bloody. True worship of God has always been
connected to the shed blood of God's Son. We know thisisn't pretty, but we still call him Beautiful
Sowior, because we know what his blood means. His death puts God's new covenant into effect: | will
forgive their wickedness and will remem ber their sins no more” (Jeremiah 32:34). And we approach the
Lord's Table eagerly precisely because of what Jesus tells us: “This cup is the new covenant in my
bloed” (1 Corinthians 11:25).

Medicine of immortality

God's Son took on human flesh and died on the cross to redeem us, body and soul. By his
physical resurrection from the dead, Jesus has made it clear we, too, shall rise, bodily from the dead,
and live with the Lord forever, body and soul, in heaven, *| know that my Redeemer lives.., Even after
my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God... How my heart yearns within me!™ said Job
(1g:2g=27).

In his Means of Grace, the Gaspel in Word and Sacraments, the Lord serves the whole person,
both soul and body . Nowhere has God promised that his Means of Grace will cure us of our diseases in
this life. But if you doubt that God's help for your soul is also help for your body, read David's words in
Psalm 32: “When | kept silent, my bones wasted away.... You forgave the guilt of my sin... Rejoice... Be
glad... Sing!™ Luther says, "For where the soul has recovered, the body also is relieved™ (LC W, 68).

Because of the earthly elements of Communion and the physical action invelved in eating and
drinking, it's easy to see why many Christians through the ages have compared this Sacrament to
"medicine.”

The Lord is speaking ta flesh and bload sainners, inviting them to use hands and mouths
and giving them forgiveness of sins, As sin is not a "spiritual” matter alone, but one that
brings the mast radical consequences to the bady—death—so forgiveness of sin does
not come to naked souls, but to human beings who use hands and mouths to eat and
drink.™

Just like the Word of God and Baptism, Communion is for body and soul, for this life and the
next. In heaven sorme day, forever cured of all sickn ess in soul and body we will say, "Surely thisis our
God; we trusted in him, and he saved us™ [Isaiah 25:9). Until then, cur Lord Jasus invites us to eat and to
drink his true bedy and his true bleod, which is like a *medicine of immortality.™* When we come to
church and see that the altar has been carefully prepared, we can remember that the Great Physician is
in.

“Increase our love for one another.”

Perhaps the mystery of Communion seems so other-worldly and heavenly that we miss the
help it gives us here and now.

* David Schoessaw, “Medicine of Immortalisy,” Legim, {lanuany 5ok, 40

* This phrase traces &5 far hack as kgnatis of Antioch{ca. 35— ca. 107} wha usad it in refarenca to Commanion in his letterto
the Ephesians (20:2)
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The problems we face each day akways sterm from the problem of sin and its effects in vs and
othars. Together with God's Word and Baptism, Communion is an incredibly practical gift from God, it's
exactly what you need, not only for a clean conscience, but for strength and wisdom to carry out your
roles in life, for the glad willing ness to carry your cross, for comfort in time of grief, for the desire to
forgive and love the people who are hard to forgive and love, and for the eagerness to be Jesus’ witness
ta the world. Crises of youth, mid-life, and golden years all find resolution at the Lord's Table.

Mare than that, Communion preaches the unity we share as fellow Christians. It connects
Christians to Christ and to one anather. Among like-minded Christians, Communion is a good way to
strengthen family bonds and friendships. Cornmunicn is good for your marrage. Communion is good
far healing divisions in your congregation. “Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body,
for we all partake of the one loaf™ (1 Corinthians 10:17).

There are so many hindrances and termptations of the devil and of the warld that we
often become weary and faint, and sometimes we also stumble {(Hebrews 12:3).
Therefore, the Sacrament is given as a daily pasture and sustenance, that faith may
refresh and strengthen itself (Psalm 23:2-3) sothat it will not fall back in such a battle,
but become ever stronger and stronger (LCV,23-24).

Wards and faith

How can eating and drinking do such things? it is certainly not the eating and drinking
that does such things, but the words “Given” and *poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. These words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the
eating and drinking (SC V).

Without Jesus’ words, we'd go searching for something else. Without Jesus’ promise, we might
instead latch on to our own actions, so that we think the blessings of Communion come as a reward for
our participation. Or maybe we'd focus upon the sacramental rite apart from Jesus” death and
resurrection: “Hoeus pocus™, my sins are forgiven.” As important as it is to recognize that Jesus’ body
and blaad are truly present in the Lord's Supper, it is egually important to believe the words he attaches
to this meal.

“Since this treasure is entirely presented in the words, it cannot be received and made ours in
any other way than with the heart” (LC ¥, 36).™

“ This Famous magical Incantation 15 a play on the words of institution in Latine Rac 58, “This &~ my body, ate

*Luther also sald: K the mass (e, Communion}is a promise, a5 has been said, then accessto it isto be gained, not with any
works, or powers, or ments of one's own, but by fakh alone. For where there i the Word of the prombsing Gad, there muost
necessarily bathe fagh of the accepting raan. It i plain tharefare, that the beginning of o sabation & a farh which clings ta
tha Ward of the prarising God, whe, withaut any effort on gurpart, in free and unmented mercy takes the inftiathe and offers
us the word of his promise. .. Promise and falth must necessarlly go together. For without the prornse there is naothing to be
beliesad; while without faith the premisa is useless, sinca it is establishad and fulfilled through faith. From this evergona will
raadily garher that the mass, since it is nothng but promise, can be appraached and abserved anly in faith, wWithout this faith,
whatever elsa ks hrought to it by way of prayars, preparations, warks, signs, or gestures ane incitamants ta implaty rathar than
enercises of plety. ™ (LW 36:38, 15, 43)
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A proclamation of Jesus" death

A young father returned to his pew after receiving Communion. His five-year-old daughter had
been observing him from her place in the pew. She asked him, “How was the true body and blood,
Dad?" Her father had been doing more than receiving something. He'd been proclaiming something,
and not just to his daughter, but to everyone else gathered at the table and assembled in church that
day. Paul says, “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until
he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). Paul is explaining what Jesus meant when he said, *Do thisin
remem brance of me " To remember Jesus is to proclaim his death.

In Communion, Jesus the Bridegroom proclaims his vow of love to his bride, the Church. His
love and faithfulness far exceed that of any other husband, Jesus' love is real rescue from sin, death,
and hell. He has made aur reception of the Sacrament a part of his proclamation of love. Together with
him we are proclaiming his love by proclairming his death.

Proclaiming Jesus’ death is saying more than, "Jesus died.”

But now the entire Gospel and the article of the Creed — | believe in... the holy Christian
Chureh, ... the forgiveness of sins, and so on — are embodied by the Word in this
Sacrarment and presented tous (LCV, 32).%

Since our reception of the Lord's Supper is a proclamation of everything we believe about
Jesus, we pay careful attention to the public confession of those who join us in that proclamation by
their participation in Communion with us. We invite only those from within our church fellowship to join
us at the table. To do otherwise would not only preach false unity; it would preach something other
than the whole Gospel of Christ. (See Appendix O: Clase Communion). But the exclusiveness of this
rmeal and this love shouldn't lead us to set it aside.

In fact, one of the key reasons we're sager to see the Haly Spirit grow aur fellowship s so that
many more may become a part of Christ’s proclamation of love in his Hely Supper, and fellow recipients
af all the Supper's blessings. We want to stand together with many others, marveling at the mystery of
the incamation of our Savier and his Real Presence in his Sacrament. We want more and more people
to be able to join us in this prayer:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banguet that you have
given us to eat and to dank n this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith,
nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your
holy people until that day when yvou will receve us as your guests at the wedding
supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Haly Spirit, one God, now
and forever (Chastian Warship Sugplement, p. 37}

“5 a5 an axample of tha Gospel used in the broad sense, kel Fredrich paints to Pauls statement in 1 Corinthians 2:x " resobsed
oo knass nathing wh e | wes withyou except Jesus Chiist and binn criscified ” Fredrch writes: *Paul used 3 comparable
ewmprassion, "Choist, . oreofied, to referto tha whaole reessage he preachad and targht during the eightaen momths whan he
faunded the church in Cosinth... Bath phrases, “the death of the Lord* and “Christ crucified,™ sur up the plan of sakeation
culrrenating in the death and rasumrection of Christ and what | all means {"The Lord lesus Institutas Holy Carmmunion,
Wscansin Luthennn Seminumny Symposiam, sooxl 43,
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3. Holy Communion deserves our careful atiention.

In his Large Catechism, Luther says, "Since we now have the true understanding and doctrine of
the Sacrament, there is also need for some admanition and encouragement. Then people may not let
such a great treasure — daily administered and distributed among Christians — pass by unnoticed” (LCV,

1g).

Preparation

When Jesus instituted Baptism, be said, "Go and baptize all nations.” But he gave Communion
anly to his disciples and said, *Do this in remem brance of me.” The Lord’s Supper is anly for believers.

In fact, Paul says, "Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of sinning against the bedy and blood of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 11:27). And he concludas: "A
man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”

Luther cites Scripture and says, "Those who are lewd and morally loose must be teld to stay
away (1 Coninthians 5:g-13). They are not prepared to receive forgivenass of sin, since they do not desire
it and donot wish to be godly®” (LC W, g8).

All communicants must be prepared before they approach the table. Through the ages there
has been a good deal of misunderstanding about what it means to be prepared. Luther says that under
the papacy, "we tortured cursehres ta ba sa perfectly pure that Gad could net find the least blerish in
us. For this reason we became so timid that we were all instantly thrown into fear and said to ourselves,
*Alas! we are unworthy!™ (LC WV, g5). What does ocne need to be properly prepared to approach the
Lord's Table? No more and no less than this: faith,™

Sowe prepare. Saturday isn't too soon to start thinking about Sunday. We treat an approaching
trip to the Lord’s Table like the event that itis. It's time to drop all pretenses, Our record of faithless
worrying and selfish pride is only the tip of the iceberg. It's time to remermber what it means that we are
by nature sinful: not a moment passes when we don't desperately need the forgiveness lesus won. Yet
our preparation is filled with joy! At this meal God will provide us his antidote for sin's poison, Here he
will serve real faod for starving sinners. The Lord is about to bring the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus inta
the here and now, and he's going to make it personal; “for you.”

Outward actions can remind us to prepare our hearts. Fasting certainly isn't necessary, but if
irtertionally foregoing breakfast on a Communion Sunday helps vou think about the rich bangquet
waiting for you at the Lord's altar, then, by all means, leave your com flakes in the cupboard.™

Even a simple thing like filling out a Communion registration card can spark aur anticipation for
what we're about to receive. We appreciate every practical reminder to prepare our hearts: the bulletin
blurbs, the church calendar pasts, the hymnal in front of us bookmarked to page 156. Better still are

* Fasting and other outward prepa rations may sene a goad purpase, but he & properly prepared wha balleves these wards:
“Given® and “powad out for you fior the forgivaness of sms " (SC Y

T Pastar Richard Kravse writes: “Hera in Amarica we've rengunced abmost 2l traces of past practices —the sign of the cross,
private confession, & persanal visit to the pastor before Hoby Commenion, fasting, and soon, We have aur reasons for daing
thes, but have we changed cur Cormmunsan preparation for the bester? s our new American lite' generating & positive bunger
far the deap things of the faith? Might we consider taking some action to better prepare for the Sacrament? Perha ps wie could
fargo readng the Sunday paper before church, \Wa might instead resd selacted pealms, partions of the catachesm, orraflect an
tha Ten Commandments. One mdg bt 2riee at chureh L5 minutes sarier b read threogh the Comenunian kymns ahead of tinme.
‘Wa could mecktata on the readings of the day and ask, “What daes this meanto ma® or 'How hawe | failed my God P
{“Lutheran Lite " Litheran Leader, Fall 19550,
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those sweet invitations we hear from the pulpit. Mot that a pastor has failed if he doesn't “preach us to
the table.” But he shouldn't take our eagerness for granted either. Invite us, pastor. Help us remember
the "and” in Word and Sacrament.

Christ's command and promise

Since preparation for Communian is such an important issue, some have actually concluded
that it's better not to receive it often, to avoid the possibility of improper reception. Others have
sisggested that it's encugh to listen to God's Waord. After all, the argument goes, the message of Jesus
is just as powerful from a pulpit or an open Bible asit is from the Communion Table.

But the decision as to whether or not a believer should receive Communion isnt up to us, Jesus
says, “Dothis in remembrance of me_ " Some peaple imagine a loophole in Jesus’ command, because
when he distributes the cup he says, "Do this whenever you drink it (emphasis added)” (1 Corinthians
11:25), They take this to mean that it's fine to stay away from the Communion table for as long as
they'd like,

Martin Luther interprets the phrase in another direction. He says, *Since he speaks the words
*As often as you drink it," it is shill implied that we should da it often'™ (LCV, 47). He says, "It is not left
free in the sense that we may despise it. | call that despising the Sacrament if one allows a long time to
elapse... If you want such freedom, you may just as well have the freedom to not be a Christian and not
have to believe or pray. One is just as much commanded by Christ as the other” (LCV, 49).

Besides, Luther says, "Here he offers to us the entire treasure that he has browght for us from
heaven” (LT V, 65}, *We must never think of the Sacrarment has semething harmful from which we had
better flee, but as a pure, wholesome, comforting remedy that grants salvation and comfort” {LC ¥, 68).

Writing about Hely Cammunion, Gene Edward Vieth, Jr. observes:

Withaut food, we would starve to death. We have to eat to fuel ouwr physical life;
otherwise, we grow weak and waste away. The only food that can sustain our bodies
comes from the death of other living things. Whether we are nourishing ourselves fram
a bloady steak or ripped up plarts in a vegetarian cassercle, there can be no life, even
on the physical lavel, apart from the sacrifice of other ife. What is true for physical life is
true for spirtual life — we can only live if there has been a sacrifice. And we can anly live
if we have continuing nourishment,™

Frequency of Commumnion celebration

Those who recognize the profound depravity of their sinful natwre, and who understand what
they receive and what they proclaim at the Lord's Table will naturally want to partake of it as often as
they can.

Scriptural evidence suggests that early New Testament Christians offered the Sacrament
weekly ** So did the Lutheran reformers of the sixteenth century * Of course, freguent Communion

* Gane Edward Vieth, Ir. The Spirtuality of the Cross: The Wiry af the First Evangelicals. (Saint Lauvis- Cancardia Publishing
Housa), o3

“The breaking of bread” in Acts 3-432 s most [kely a referanca to Communion, or at lesst tothe meal that precedad
Comrnion m those days, Ina Corinthéans 14-17-34 the Apostle Paul stranghy implias that the Corinthian Christians were
calebrating the Lord s Supper whenever they came together for worship, 10 interesting to note that even thowgh Pavl wams
tha Corinthians shaut iImpropar recaption of Communion inthese weakly serdices, be nevar suggests that they shauld offier
Cormrmunion bess often to svald its risusa,
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celebration doesn't automatically translate into the frequent participation of God's people. In the
centuries following the Reformation, many Lutherans lost their appreciation for the Sacrament, and so
in time, Communion was offered as rarely as four to six times per year. In the twentieth century,
Lutheran church calendars began to become more populated by Communion services. For a time, most
of usin the WELS were offering Communion monthly. The practice now in most WELS congregations is
ta affer the Lord's Supper on twa weekends per month. Thera are sormea eongreqations among us who
have begun to offer Communion every week,

The idea of offering Communion at each main service is the kind of thing that people need to
mull over in their minds. Some may be concerned that maore frequent Communion will make
Communion seem less special. Some people are used to inviting their friends to church on non-
Communion Sundays. Some will be uneasy about increasing the length of the service in an already tight
Sunday moming schedule. Some may misinterpret weekly Communion to be a shift toward Roman
Catholicisrm, which has at times elevated the Sacrament over preaching. Luther says, *"No ane should by
any means be forced or compelled to go to the Sacrament, lest we institute a new murdering of souls”
(LCV, 52).

There are answers to these ohjections. The better we understand the blessings of Communion,
the less concemed we will be about more freguent Communion seeming less special. People can learm
how to talk to the friends they invite and the visitors they welcome, Services can be carefully
streamlined and schedules can be changed. Weekly Communion predates Roman Catholicism;
frequent communing doesn’t denigrate the preached Word, it supports it.

There is maore here to discuss than the scope of this paper will allow . Suffice it to say that a
Lutheran congregation isn't less Lutheran for offering Communion less than every week. Martin Luther
offers sage advice for pastors: "Preach in such a way that by their cwn will, without our law, they will
urge themselves and, as it were, compel us pastors to administer the Sacrament” (5C Preface, 22). Let
pastors preach Law and Gospel and the benefits of Christ"s Supper. If there is a move toward more
frequent Cormmunion celebrations, let it come from the people.

Symbols and ceremonies

Preaching the benefits of the Lord's Supper is always in place, but a pastor doesn't have to do
all this encouraging on his awn. A wise pastor lets his church's architecture preach its sermen too,
without getting in the way. This is true even in congregations who worship in a shared space like a
school gymnasiom or a strip mall. We put a table in front of our people and we teach them to call it the
altar, because it's 2 symbol of the once-for- all willing sacrifice of Gad's Lamb for the sins of the warld,
Then we serve Communion from it. People getit. Just as the font reminds, so the altar can invite.

The Communion liturgy has a senmon to preach, teo. The canticle Holy, Holy, Holy combines
the sermon of sik-winged seraphs with the shouts of the Palm Sunday parade. Everyone who sings this
canticle is preaching the same glorious news: our Savior, lesus, God and man, is really present in this
Sacrament, and he's coming to save us: “Hosanna!* So also, in the simplest of language, the canticle, O
Christ, Lamb of God helps us confess sin, proclaim Christ, and pray confidently for his mercy, It wasn't
until after the time of Luther that Christians began using the Sang of Simean as a reqular part of the
Communion liturgy. That makes it a relatively new addition, compared to the other two canticles. But it

¥ rBecause the Mass & for the purposs of giving the Sacra ment, we have Communion every hoby day, and if anyone desires
tha Sacrament, wa skso offer it on other days, whan / i given to 3l wha ask for it (80 XXV, 34 0500 alsn Ap 2301V, 1

¥ Especially helpful for this discussion are lonathan Micheels essay- “The Church Offers Hoby Cormenunion® and Janathan
Schroeder's essay, “Worshap a nd Gutreach: & Lutheran Paradigrn.” Both essays are avallable anline at wena whiessays nat.
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fits well. As blaszed as Simeaon was to hald the world's Savior in his arms, so blessed are we to receiva
his true body and blood inthe Lord's Supper: “My eyes have seen your salvation.” A fresh look at these
farmiliar texts, together with the preface, the proper preface, and the collect, will never fail to prepare
and encourage the hearts of God's people to receive Christ's Supper,

In Christian Worship Supplement (Divine Service I}, you'll notice that there's a Prayer of
Thanksqiving in the Commumion service to help everyone linger for a few more moments upon the
saving work of lesus and the meal he is about to share (See Appendix E).

In every sacramental sermon, song, and symbaol, God's tired and bungry pecple can hear the
sweet invitation of our Savior, “Come to the feast!”

The Sacraments Promote Good Theology

God has poured his love on us, God feeds us Jesus. Holy Baptism and Holy Communion are
treasures from heaven, It doesn't surprise us, then, to learn that Baptism and Communion, rightly
tauvght and properly admimstered, promote good theology (just as good theology promates aur eager
use of the Sacrarments).

1. The Sacraments celebrate God’s mysteries.

Giving people Jesus

Consider, first of all, how proper use of the Sacraments can promote a clear understanding
about faith.

It's easy to slip into the thinking that faith is primarily an intellectual exercise.

A preacher may find himself exploining the saving work of lesus rather than preaching Jesus.
Faith does involve knowing things. And yes, it's true: explonations of Law and Gospel are still Law and
Gospel, and so they are still powerful. But if all the preacher ever does is explain God's saving plan, his
listeners will soon gain the im pression that faith is primarily a matter of understanding explanations,

But then why should they keep istening to the same explanations about Jesus’ saving wark
over and over again? In tirme they'll begin to think of their pastor as thouah he were a restaurant that
anly hands aut menuws but never actually serves faod. They'll listen to his sermaons and say, "Sounds
good, but I'm still hungny!” If they're loyal, they'll keep coming to listen anyway, cut of duty. But no one
will gladly listen far lang ™

There's a little rationalist at work in all of vs.* God wants preachers and pecple to use the
brains he gave them, but when it's time to preach and listen to the mysteries of the Gospel, logic has to
know when to take a back seat, Faith is more than an intellectual exercise, Saving faith needs food.
Saving faith needs Jesus, By their very nature, the Sacraments encourage this view of faith.

¥ If faith really were nothing mare than an intellectial axarcise, which it isn't, then a preachar would be hettar off keeping his
Gaspel preschang toa minirmure Too many Gospel explanations wauld nselt his listenerss' intelbgence. IF a2 preachers job were
anly ta eaplam God's Ward, than his paopls wouold aventuslty expect him to find 2 mare dwarse subject mattes, like the
carmmandments.

" pationalism is 2n approach to discourse that ebevates human reason and logic above 2l else, even God's Word
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It"s yaur turn. You walk to the front. You kneel at the railing. The pastor approaches. He gives
you,.. what? __.an explanation? Mo, He gives you Jesus * Preaching can work the same way, of course,

We would do well to take our cue for preaching from what we do in the Sacraments: We
do something. We wash peaple. We give Christ to them... In the Sacrarments, we do not
just exploin Christ ar the Goespel, or deseribe faith, or give instructions about how to get
salvation, or whatever (though we may well do all of that), we just give it, do it, flat out,
unconditionalby.

Mot that the Sacraments are somehow better than the preached Word. The two work together.

“Word and Sacrament are the single serving of two holy treasures bestowed by the risen Christ as he
comes into the midst of his gathered church.™*

It's o.k. to love your pastor.

"areat sermon, pastor!™

A pastor shouldn't be ashamed to say, "Thank you " The Gospel alane changes hearts, and Gad
alone deserves the glory, but preaching is an art. Art requires skill. Skill requires faithfulness. People
shouldn't be afraid to commend their pastor for a job well done, and he should continue to put his God-
given gifts to faithful use each time he preaches.

But sormetimes we go too far. We may begin to irnagine that the spread of God's kingdom rides
on the specific skill set of a pastor we love, ™If he ever leaves, our congregation will be sunk!” we think.
O we may become envious of some other congregation’s pastor and fail to appreciate the abundant
gifts and the faithful work of cur own. Pastors themselves aren't immune to this kind of thinking.

The Sacraments have a unigue way of tempering our perspective, What kind of skill does it take
ta splash water an someone and say, | baptize you in the name ofthe Father, Son, and Holy Spint™?
How many amazing gifts are required for a pastor te lift a cup to somecne’s lips and say, “The blood of
Christ, shed for you™?

We are grateful for the gifts God has given each of our pastors, and we benefit greatly from
their faithful use of those gifts, but the success of our congregation’s ministry depends on our good and
gracious God, and the mysteries of his Gospel. The Sacraments help keep itall in balance.

“Thanks for the Supper, pastor!™

2. The Sacramenis preach gospel certainty.

We have an incurable tendency to collapse inwardly upon ourselves all the time, to feed
on our own innards ”

¥ rThe Sacrament prisches Christ.. Samatires we forget this, Christ is crawded out and samathing is substituted in bis place.
AR tifed we hecarme angratted in same praject af the ehureh, arwe labar diligently thiough the years far some & rosnizatian
within the chureh, or we set oursalves ta acquine a fuller knawdadoe of the Bible, while all tha while aur Christ recedes into the
Background, bis face s vailed, Galgatha grows dim. Then the Sacrarment speaks. | preaches Cheist and anly bim, wiha gave b
bady and shed bis blood an the crass. It tee d awey every veil which has hidden Galgatbe and brings us face b face with him
who alone i to bethe object of cur affection and the cenver of aur Wfe” (Frad Lindemann, in Remembrance af Me: Twelyve
Cammwion Addredams. Mew York: The Luthersn Press, 1g37) 86, By

¥ Gerhard Forde, Tie Preached God: Prockamation e Word and Socrament, (Grand Rapids: Eard mans, 20070, 49,
# kanmath Wieting, The Blessings of Weekly Communian. {S2int Louk: Concardla Fubliching House, 2008), 17.
Y Forde, thid, 104
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In the century following Martin Luther's death, there was a reform movernent within the
German Lutheran church called Pretism. Fretism is not the same as plety. Pletistic is not the same as
pious. Pietists believed that Lutherans had become sointent on preserving pure doctrine that they had
begun to lose the personal, spiritual aspect of the Christian faith. Pietists wanted to get people more
interested in personal Bible study, prayer, and Christian living.

These were good goals, The problem was with the Fietists’ methodology. They didn't trust the
Gospel in Ward and Sacraments to do what God pramises it will do. Instead they emphasized
something they considered to be more practical. They preached about how to live the Christian life.
One of the contributing factors to the dedine of Communion celebrations in the centuries after Luther
is that the Pietists didrn't consider the Lord's Supper to be of any real value in equipping Christians to
live a godly life, Even Baptism was considered incomplete until a baptized person added his consclous
pledge atthe time of his Confirmation in the faith.

Today's heirs to this pletistic thinking are found in large number within that large, loose
federation of conservative Christian denominations who call themselve s *Evangelicals.™ Many of them
have just as little respect for the Sacraments as the Pietists did in centuries past. *Evangelicals have
tended to see sacramental churches as dead churches because they rely merely on outward acts (the
Sacraments).™"

The influence of Pietism is felt among us whenever we refuse to let God's Law be the
destroying flood that it is, and treat it instead as thaugh it's a squirt gun: "Sametimes | do bad things *
Then, when it comes time to do better, we see no need for God's baptismal flood of fargiveness or the
“holy ark of the Church. " The spirit of Pietism makes a person happy to read the end of Colossians
three and the beginning of chapter four (nules for holy living) without paying much attention to the
baptismal comfort of chapter two. " We may think we can do what we need to do if we dig down deep
inside ourselves. But what do we find in there? The saint is still a sinner,

Pietists thought that by encouraging people to put more heart into their religion, they could
help people ta make their religion mare genuine. What they really did was intraduce doubt. What
seemed to them to be the path to God was the wide road away from him. Pietism gave up the objective
certainty of God's Means of Grace for the fearful uncertainties of the ainful flesh.

Precisely because the Sacraments come to us from the outside, they provide us with the
certainty and confidence we so desperately need. In Baptism, God buried you with Christ and rased you
again to new life. Who you are, what you do, and where you're headed: all of it is defined entirely by the
robe of Christ's righteousness that God has already given you. In his Supper, Jesus the Savior really
gives you his erecified bady and shed blood, the price he paid to make you bas.

A wafer touches your tongue, A word strikes your ear: “the body of Christ, given for you.” This
changes everything. Mow you can work and pray and trust and forgive and rejoice. Are you feeling it?
That doesn't matter. God is saying it. God can't lie.

* Harold Senkball, Sanctificatian: Christin Action. {Milwa ukee: NPH, 198a), 154
¥ Fram Luthers Simtfutipebet

¥ (ki) you were also crcumeised, inthe putting off of the sinful naturs, not with a drcumcision done by the hands of
men but with tha circumcision done by Chst, hawving been bumad with hien in Baptsmm and mised with km through yoor faith
in the power of God, whoralsed him from the dead” {Colessians 211-13).
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3. The Sacramenis inform our worship practice.

I5 public worship primarily a matter of nurture or outreach?

Life-long Christians might not seem like they need rmuch help with their faith. We call them
“pillars of the church.” It might seem like all they need to be nurtured is the occasional reminder about
what Jesus has done for themn.

Jesus' institution of the Sacraments demonstrates that Christian nurture is serious business,
Baptisim is a daily drowning and rising from the dead. Holy Communion is the real flesh and blood of
Jasus, once shed, now given, [Fwe believers raally were so self-sufficient, then Jesus would net have
had to take such extreme measures to keep us close to him, Even the most mature Christian depends
completely and entirely on the shed blood of Jesus every morment of his life.

The business of outreach is equally sericus. God has called us to preach the Gospel to all people,
What happens in worship also serves those who are lost in sin and unbelief, Since worship is often their
first contact with our church, we are right to do all we can to welcome them to our services and follow
up with them afterward. This Word they will hear is the difference between life and death. The
Sacraments praclaim Christ, aven to those who don't partake. We need to pay careful attention to our
guestsin worship, and we need to pray that the message takes root.

In gospel ministry outreach is just as important as nurture. In public warship, nurture comes
first, If a preacher puts outreach ahead of purture in worship, he will never say, “vou died with Christ in
your Baptism and have been raised to live a new life.” Sinners within God's flock nead to be addressed
like the saints and soldiers they are, The outreach ministry of our congregations depend on it!

The missionary call *Repent” is always followed with “and be baptized.” The faith
planted through Baptism or the Word, Christ wants to strengthen through a lifetime of
feading at tha Supper. Any paradigm that remowas the Sacraments from warship for
the sake of outreach loses one of its God-given tools to accomplish worship's goal and
purpose: the glory of God and the salvation of man.**

Conclusion

Marriage counselors are always encouraging communication. Husband and wife express their
love for each other in many different ways: a word, a smile, a kiss. A good mamiage depends upon it

In our marriage to Christ, he doesn't depend wpon us for a thing, We depend entirely upon him,
He needs no counsal; we do. We need regular admaonishment and encouragement to see the many
different ways he expresses and gives us his love. it makes sense that the Lord God who designed
marriage to depend on such vanied expressions of love would also design the marriage between Christ
and his Church to work the same way *

We will now return to the Gospel, which does not give us counsel and aid against sinin
only one way, God is superabundantly generous in his grace: First, through the spoken
Ward, by which the forgiveness of sins is preached in the whole world (Luke 24:45-47).
This is the particular office of the Gospel, Second, through Baptism. Third, through the
haoly Sacrament of the Altar. Fourth, thraugh the Power of the Keys. Also through the

**Schroeder, Mg, 18.
** Thanks ta Bryan Gerlech for this marmizge ilustration.
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mutual comeersation and consclation of brethren, “Where two or three are gathered®
iMatthew 18:20) and other such verses (especially Romans 2:1z) (S I 1V).

To live the sacramenital life 15 to lve anthe recerdneg end of God's saving love inall its forms. I8
maang that God has won us aver to his way of thinking about what we nead fram him to live and serg
each day, The key to this scramental g, this sacramantal platy b the Weord and Sacramsnts
Themselvas “To inCrease cacramental piaty im o Chonshes, gee the Wiand {eermion, Bike study, ard Tha
wisual Waords symnbalism), To HfEl'i;[hEI"l cagr |:II'E'-E|{|'II"I-I_I| -Ell'lljliE-Ell:h-il'lg_, use the Sacraments, ™™

b e efforts by be the peophe God wants us 1 be, it9 easy for us te forget who we already ane
ir Chist, Qur Bagtisen pells us; wee are cairrls and we a0 saldiers, God has Iiﬂ"E'.‘.".lﬁl.UEr'lﬂﬂglEir'lﬂ daily
batthe sqainst our traitarais silul ature and its alies, the devil sad the unbelieving weeld. But Gad is
an g dicke HWic Wiord seud Secraments da mare then peaert ug 1o e bl-!!-!.!"lg!. Jesud wiar for 'I.I!-b'r'l'li!.
death and resurrection; they actually deliver the goods. Baptism puts us on the cross with lesus and
brings us out of the empty tomb with him alive. In Communion, we receive the true body and blood of
aur Savior, together with God's unbreakable pramise: given end sfed for pou

The Mears af Grace, the Gospel in 'Ward and Sacrament, is the bridge between the lowe of
Chrst and our calling as saints and soldiers in this warkd. Ceansed and fed by the Lord himself, we can
fight our sinful nature, we can gladly serse cur nesghbar, and we can spread the good news ta all
creation

Fiery regards bath what has been given and what has heen [ll!l"l?'-ll'-_"l'l_. that is, it
Cornpanes the greatness of Gods bikessings and the greatness af cur evils, sin and death,
with each caher, and gives thanks (&g XXV, mlL

! s st “Leerathinds Pty - Pt and Predmk® WELT Satovie! Cavtfreies oor Worshp, M and dby A0, saa,
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Appendix A - Baptism and Faith

If anyone refuses the blessings God gives in Baptism, he loses those blessings. Jesus says,
“Whoever beleves and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not belreve will be condemwred™ [Mark
16:16, emphasis added). Some who have been baptized will not be saved, because thay have tumead
their back on the Savior who died for them, just as some who have heard the Gospel of Jesus will not be
saved, because they have chosen not to believe in him. This truth doesn'tin any way diminish the
power, the certainty, orthe comfort of Baptism's blessings.

Yot although we receive Baptism's blessings anly thraugh faith, it is wreng to say that
Baptism’s power depends upen faith, as though Baptism’s power is incomplete until we add our faith to
it. That would make Baptism's usefulness dependent upon us, and we would have to be uncertain
whether our baptism is everything God says it is. Luther says:

They are arrogant, curmsy minds that draw together such ideas and condusions as
these, "Where there is not the true faith, there also cannot be true Baptism.” That's as if
['wauld conclude, 7If | do not believe, then Christ is nothing.” Or “If | am not obedient,
then father, mother, and government are nothing.™ 15 that a correct conclusion, that
whenever anyone does not do what he ought, the wark that he ought to do shall
become nothing and of no value? My dear, just invert the argument and rather draw
this conclusion: For this very reason Baptism is something and is right, becawse it has
been wrongly received. For if Baptisrm was not right and troe in itself, it could not be
rasused or sinned against. The saying is, “Abuse does not destroy the essence, but
confirms it." For gold is not the less gold even though a harlot wears it in sinand
shame" (LCIV, 58, 5g).

Appendix B - Luther’s Flood Prayer (Sintflutgebet), 1523

“Wiewed in terms of biblical imagery, liturgical history, and pastoral sensitivity, Luther's prayer is a
masterpiece” (Hughes Hiphant Old, guoted in John Koelpin's 1095 essay The Unigueness of the Rite of
Baptism in Christian Warship). This prayer is included in Christian Worship: Occasional Services as part
of arnte that is intended for private baptisms. The prayer could easily be added to any baptism:

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father, through your stern judgment the unbelieving world
was destroyed by the flood, but according to your great mercy, you saved Moah and his Family.
You engulfed stubborn Pharaoh and bis army in the waters of the Red Sea but led your people
throwgh those same waters to safety on dry land. In the waters of the Jordan your own Son was
baptized and anowted with the Spirit. By these signs you foreshad owed the preciaus, deansing
bath which you give us in Holy Baptism.

Clinging to your command and promise, we ask that you would lock with faver on this child.
Through this water of Baptism, drown in him all sin inherited from Adam and any other evil he
may do, Set him apart from the unbelieving world and hold him safe and secure in the holy ark
of the Church. Keep him always fervent in spirit and joyful in hope so that he may honor yvour
holy name and at last receive, together with all your people, the promised inheritance of eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,
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Appendix C - Baptism Symbols and Ceremonies

From “Communicating Baptism’s Power,” Parish Leadership, Spring 1993, by Bryan Gerlach,
The full article is available on WELS Connect.

& | et people see and hear the water during the baptism, the "washing of rebirth and renewal”
{Titus 3:5). The Bible prescribes no mode for baptism; therefore any application of water is valid.
But this doas not suggest a minimum wse of water.

&  Banners and ather art, whetherinstalled parmanently or placed just for baptisms, can help
the baptized to appreciate baptism.

* |nclude special music from the choir or soloist in baptismal ceremanies,

& Offer a quality framed certificate to hang in the child's room. As recently as the early part of
this [2oth] century, certificates were of substantbial size rather than greeting card size.

& After the baptism the pastor may take the baby and hold him or her toward the
congregation, With the joy our baptismal theology gives, he may announce, “Your new brother or
gister i Christ”

"“The design and placement of the fant may also speak our theclogy or mask it. We
know what God does at the font, but what does the font itself say? Larger and more
wisible fonts would better remind people of their daily death and rebirth.

“If you are involved in a building program or the design of a chancel, you can urge that
the baptisrmal font make a strong wisual statement. Some baptisms occur on the side
where warshipers can naither see nor hear what is going on. Some fonts seem designed
as an afterthought rather than a place for God's reburth miracle. Tucking the fontin the
corner until it is "needed” doasn't allow much visible reminder of baptism's engoing
significance.

"How large should a font be? In smaller churches the lectern is often large to be a pulpit,
the pulpit even larger — leaving litte room for a font. Some of our parishes, especially
the smaller ones, are realizing that both a pulpit and lectern are not necessary. This
allows better space for the font.

“Consider a location within the assembly rather than in or near the chancel, This works
especialby well with wraparound seating. An ideal placementis along some entry path
still visible when the congregation tums toward the font for a baptism, This placement
reinforces that baptism is a sacrament of entry. it also can be a more prom inent visual
rermninder of baptism’s ongoing meaning.

"It rmay be difficult or unwise to begin new customs. Parish leaders should encourage
acceptance of new practices through education, Work slowly, patiently explaining the
rmeaning of good customs. Start with a Bible class. Work at it for the next generation’s
sake sothat more of God's people in the future can use a powerful vocabulary similar to
Luther's. Work at it 5o that Chrstians can use his powerful retort, "But | am baptized!™
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Appendix D - Close Communion

From "The Lord Jesus Institutes Holy Communion.” Wiscansi Lutheran Seminary Symposiom {2003), by
Jaal Fredrich.

At the Supper we proclaim the heart of the gospel explicitly through the words of institution
and the rest of it implicitly. Who, then, has the right to muddy that proclamation with an alien
messaga? Why should we allow that to happen by welcaming communicants who by their
church membership continue to uphold a compromised confession of the gospel? The Supper
was not given to reduce the gospel to a minimum but to surmmarize and clothe in sacramental
form the gospelin its fullness. A traditional church building has altar, pulpit, and pews in one
waorship space. That nicely pictures the way the Supper, the sermen, and the people’s
confession all belong together as one harmaonious witness to the gaspel. Itis not for us to tear
them apart...

If a sectarian Christian comes to cur communion table without renouncing his false confession,
he will be continuing his assault upon our confession at the very time he is supposed to be
proclaiming tous the death of the Lord for our salvation. Itis bad enough that he maintains a
false confession against us under any circumstances, but it is espedially grievous if he does so at
our celebration of the Supper. Why shauld we permit such a thing? Let him lay down his
weapons first and come in peace. We are glad that there are many millions of believers outside
the WELS, and we yearn for the day when all ills will healed and we can sit down together at the
marriage Supper of the Lamb. But where there are still assaults on the gospel, the Supperis no
place to ignore them. The integrity of the gospel is at stake (page 18).

Appendix E - Eucharistic Prayer - a brief history

Used as early as the third century by Hippolytus (A.D. 170-235), Eucharistic prayer was used as
preparation for Holy Communion throughout Christendom until the days of the Reformation. Over
time, Rome began to teach that Communion 15 a recurning sacrifice of aur Savior, as though Christ's
one-time sacrifice for all people were not yvet cormplete, and as though it were up to the church to finish
what he started. The Eucharistic Prayer began to reflect this false teaching. By the time of Luther, the
Eucharistic prayer had become soidentified with Rome's false teaching that when Luther revised the
Liturty, he omitted the Evchanistic Prayer cornpletely. Luther wanted to make sure people understood
that Jesus' death on the cross was a one-time sacrifice for all people, and there’s nothing any human
being will ever be able to add to that with our own sacrifices, even our sacrifices of thanksgiving.

Since then, some Lutherans have seen fit to restore this andent prayver minus those offensive
characteristics that had developed in Rome. Even one of Luther's own students designed an order of
service which included the Eucharistic Prayer, with Luther's blessing.
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[Appendix E = Continued)

One of the benefits of using a Evcharistic prayer is that it can allow congregations time to
remem ber and give thanks to God for the saving work of his Son and the blessings of the Sacrament.,
Jesus himself gave thanks before instituting his supper.

We are free to use a Eucharistic prayer in our Communion services, but we need to be careful
not to offend those who are aware of the praver's checkered past. The prayer found in Divine Sensice If
of Christian Waorship Supplement is clearly separated fram the words of institution, so that no one
confuses our sacrifice of thanksgiving (prayer) with lesus’ one-time sacrifice of atonement. The words
of the prayer recall and praclaim Jesus” saving acts.

Liturgical historians will notice that the Divime Service Il prayer has little in common with the
Euchanistic prayer of the early Chiistian church. In the future, perhaps we will reclaim more of 2
connection with the good and wholesome aspects of that prayer. For now, the Hymnal Supplement
Committee thought it best to keep the praver brief and clear, to allow people to get used to the idea of
using a Prayer of Thanksgiving as part of their Cormmunion service.

For more about Eucharistic prayer, read Stephen Valleskey's 2003 essay, “Dr. Luther Celebrates
Holy Cammunion,” which is available at wwow wisessays net.

Prayer of Thanksgiving, from Divine Service Il (Chrstian Worship Supplement)

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, lesus
Christ, and we remermber the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and
the dewil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with wus.

By his perfect life, he fulfillad your holy will.

By his innocent death, he cvercame hell,

By iz nsing from the grave, he opened heaven.

Irwted by vour grace and nstructed by vour Ward, we approach your table with repentant and joyvful
hearts, Strengthen us through Christ's body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast
with hirn and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C: Amen.

{Included in the Electronic Edition of the Supplement are seasonal versions of the Praver of

Thanksgming: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and End Tirne, as well as two alternate
versions for general use.}

Essay:

“Caring for souls: People matter”

July 26 and 27, 2011
Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.
Rev. Daron J. Lindemann
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Caring for Souls: People Matter

The brown paper bag just gets in the way, [ can't slide the milk out of the fridge and need to
reach awkwardly to grab the pickle jar. The bag has appeared enough that [ know what 1s in it, and
realize it doesn’t belong to me or anyone in my family. It belongs to Ronnle, a friend of our family
and the gratefully grinning recipient of the bag and its contents. He doesn't have a refrigerator, ora
home for that matter, [ slide my arm in the fridge and the hrown paper bag drops to the floor,
catapulting its contents at my feet. Ugh! The mess metaphors my family’s efforts to "remember the
poor” (Galatians 2:10),

Caring for Ronnie is messy.

Not in a dirty, unkempt sense like he's unclean, but In terms of my own inconvenient
discomtort, Like brown paper bags talking up valuable space in my fridge and then dumping
themselves all over my clean floor. Like wondering if I'm poing about my business with Ronnie
appropriately because his world and my world are worlds apart. Like the priest and the Levite
discovered about the man who “fell into the hands of robbers.stripped...of his clothes, beat. half
dead” (Luke 10:30). Is he beyond help? How does this work? What about the rules of ceremonial
uncleanness and cultural norms? How can [ really help, even if this person needs my help?

Messy. Not the person but the situation. And since the situation involves a person, let's call
it a relationship, There Ronnie stands conspicuously at the stoplight, [ remember the first time |
rolled down my window after more than a few times looking the other way to avoid eye contact,
“What's your name?" [ asked.

“Ronnie.”
“Can | pray tor you?”

“Thank you so much, yes, please pray for me, Thank you.” The light turned green and 1
waved a friendly goodive.

My plan: Give him nothing and test his response. Would he argue, begging for at least some
quick cash? Would he get grumpy? Ronnie's smile and polite response demonstrated otherwise, at
least for now, Sometimes [ just talk to Ronnle and ['wonder (Fhe's testing me because he asks things
like, “How's Mrs. Lindemann?” Sometimes | pack extra bag lunch items for him, Sometimes | give
him a little cash. Other people at church do the same, and occasionally they ask me if they should be
doing anything differently. So [ took Ronnie to lunch this spring and asked him what [ should tell
people at church when they ask how they can help him. He responded, “They can pray for me.”

“What else?"

"Tcan do odd jobs, you know, Clean out garages. Rake. Walk dogs, Just tell "em to hand me a
slip of paper with their phone number and I'll get a hold of ‘em.”

“How will you get to their house?”

“Take the bus." 5o, maybe Ronnie isn't just begging for money, or pity for that matter.
Conspicuously absent in his reply: "Gimme cash,” with a sad sob story that follows, But it doesn't
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make things any easier. This relationship with Ronnie is teaching me that sometimes building
relationships as bridges for caring, gospel ministry is messy. Here's what | mean: there are times
when I'm fine with driving right past Ronnie in my climate-controlled vehicle to my climate-
controlled house without even a wave, as if | don't know him; am [ being callously selfish or coolly
responsible? Sometimes when | give him cash [ flip through the ones, fives, tens, and an occasional
twenty in my wallet, but I've never given him a twenty (instead saving those for me, the guy witha
full-time job and closets and cupboards overstuffed with daily bread). 1 hope to have more time to
feed his soul even as | feed his body, but that requires more than a quick greeting at the stoplight,
and | always find that I'm due somewhere when | encounter Ronnle. I'm a busy man. Are the
stoplight visits even worthwhile for the care of his soul? And can | regard them as “pastor” time or
rather the Christian calling | received at my baptism? Finally, I've become so intentional about this
relationship that | dismiss all the other underprivileged people who stand on that corner when
Ronnie is somewhere else, and most any corner for that matter, [ want to cultivate a relationship, a
bridge of caring. But | can't build bridges with all of the poor and homeless.! It's a quality vs,
quantity arpument and 1 confess that may not have this right.?

So T think about these things, take them to my Father In prayer, and share them with you
today precisely because they are messy. And that's okay. I'd rather be messy than mercdless, "Twas
hungry and you gave me something to eat” (Matthew 25:35). I'd rather err on the side of trying to
care and botching it up, than not caring at all. I'd rather respond wisely and responsibly than
indiscriminately enable bad behavior, especially if Il be seeing Ronnie often and this is not an
emerngency. 1t would be so much easier to toss Ronnie a couple bucks once in a while and drive
away glad that I've done my duty. But our Master and Teacher never told his followers that caring
for souls is supposed to be easy. Actually, he insisted it will be messy. “If someone forces you to go
one mile, go with him two miles” (Matthew 5:41). "Tam sending you out like lambs among wolves"
(Luke 10:3). “Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to bring
peace, but a sword” (Matthew 10:34].

That reminds me of the pastoral axiom, “The ministry would be easy if it weren't for
people,” Isn't that the truth? We could create policy manuals, code books, and software programs
that spell out the business of God with no need for alignment or adjustment because it all remains
concisely controlled. Such would be our invention, however, not God's. God created Adam and Eve
in the holiness he chose for them, then called them to the same holiness he wanted them to choose
for themselves. And things got messy. [t could have been so much easier if God had not allowed
them to be people. Likewise the ministry in our churches and schools, the partmership among us in
our synod, and the vocations to which each ofus has been called could be so much cleaner, more
convenlent, and less confusing ifwe did not have to deal with people as people. This, however, s
not the ministry of spiritual care to which God has called us.

Caring for souls means caring for people, because every soul on earth this side of eternity is
embadied in humanity. If anyone could have bypassed human nature and directly cared for souls, it
was Jesus Christ himself, However, consider his ministry, beginning with his own incamation. His
active obedience healed and helped people. In his parables he taught about people and for people.

Lirne of my friends, 8 suceessful buginessman in the Twin Citles, mentors threa homeless men, developing frlendships
with them He takes them to his athletic club whers they can shower and join him e bnch, be sven tutors them so he
hath teaches them ta flsh and gives them fish, feeding them for bath a day and a Hfetime, Todo this well he can't do & for
avary homeless parson inthe Cities. This is his cup of cold watar [ Matthew 10:42]

* For anothe rapproach that focuses more on congregatienal programs and ectivitles for the underprivileped, try 107
[¥ews to Help People i Mewd, 8 little paperback by Steve and Janie Sjorgren with encouraging insight into the culture of the
homeless and a variety of practical, meaningfol Ideas for serving them (Coloesdo Springs: MavPress, 2002).
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Hiss full sty participating in U work of redemption even unio death, his pesurvection
appearances to his Friends, and his real by and Bood st given in the sacrament. | esas cares
ahout humanness==his own and that of every snul People matter. Mo wonder the coowds were

“arpared at his teaching” (Mark 11:15)

Relationships, as messy 2= they can be, huald hndges for
spiritual care. Might there be rootn in our hearts and memories | RELATE

o appreciate this just a little more teday, and in our minds sod Yaur neighhnr:
nlans to gain snme fresh insight as thase called to e for souls?
T that end, the presentation of teday's essa will be both
devotional amd Instructional, both reflective and interactive, practical, and of conrse relatinnal
Eeddes the footnoted text, you will find references to supplemental material elither in the

appendices ar in the Dible study that will acvompaany this ey A

Today’'s need for relationships

It can newer be sald the Adele Gahoury's medghhors were less than responsihle. When ber
trant lasen grew hip-high, they had a locsl hoy maon it down. When her pipes inoee senld burst, they

had the water rned off. When the sl spilled out the froat dear, Heey called the palice, "The only
thing they didn't do was check to see if she was alive.

Shewssn.

Police thimbed her crumbling brick stuop, broke in the side deor uf her Litte bloe house, and
fousd what they believed to be the 73-year-old womat’s skeletal vemains sunk in a S-foot-kigh pile
af trash, where they had apparently lain, perhaps For as long as four years,

Isnlation ks becoming popular 1B America, 7 In 10 Amsericans donT knms thelr nelghbors? 5o
the chances are guike good that the family walldng through your chiurch daors for the Arst time is
lunely. Busy, yes, but Juoely. Homehoumd shut-ins aren’ the vnly lopely anpmore, Besides
isolationiso, its close cousin, individualizm, comtributes to.a lack of commurity in sodety and sven
i charehes, Consider what & ltplos sediety we have become, zealons for individual rphts over
wommunity responsibilities, how career advancement trumps company lopalty, and relative trath
redefines absolute truth, Sure, Asericans join teams and eroanizations like churcles, bt these

might oftcn be desoribed as a collection of Individuals where peoplde are a singlc part of a larger
crowd, not a connected comporent of 2 antfied group.

Perhaps a moester need for relationships 1s concelyved not ot there in the promlsonmsas
wurld but within the wombs of our own churches. That 15, the visible chunch. Inan sttempt to deald

with the iessiness that people contribute to te business of caring for souls, the visible clurch

strwctures organizationally, bdpets fiscally, oreatcs hicranchy, pays bils, imoloes polickes, and
maxintains hualdings. Al far the sake nf peace and good neder. T8 is 5o moch easer to baild thngs

than people. [1is easher to see progress and Eo know swhat works and what doesn when we deal

' The most Impormeat sepplememal manerial may wery well be vourown “scion st " as wou (1 In some of the Inbaractive
tsk boodes durieg the essay, ard tpke them home Sor porsanal lalow throwgh

U Frazes Randy The Doanecting Chwrch Grand Raphds Sondervam, 2000, 10Y9] Driginaly a story Inithe Mesion dnlobe,
“Years After Nelghbors LastSaw Her. Worcester Waman Found Dead In Home. quoted In jecqesine Olds, Bichard
Sewvartz, and Hariet Websier, (varonmisg Lenefiners (o fergesbyr AF Secances, NP Carol Pabilshing Cirmap. 1580]

o (Traees 2001, 5F]
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with the tangible tasks of making things. Things don’t resist our helping interventions in the way in
which people so often do. Unguestionably dealing with souls is more demanding than dealing with
things." This machine of an institution, as institutions tend to do, becomes the end rather than the
means. [E exists forits own sake rather than for the sake of the people of whom it is composed.
Folicies and procedures dominate. Robert's rules order the meeting magisterally, not ministerially.
“Thus it makes lists, labels people, assigns roles, and solves problems, But a solved life is a reduced
life. These tightly buttoned-up people never take great falth risks or make comvdncing love talk
They deny or ignore the mysterles and diminish human existence to what can be managed,
controlled, and fixed.™ The organization even equates (tself with the invisible church and claims
promises from God's Word never intended for any human institution no matter how closely
connected to the heavenly kingdom. And the institutional agenda must succeed at all costs, even at
the cost of hurting the people it is supposed to help.? Might the visible nature of our religion be
getting in the way of its invisible one? What happened to caring for souls?

The Scriptures direct us to a model for the care of souls: the shepherd. [solationism,
Individualism, institutionalism, and other barriers to relationships find thelr answer in such care. In
his great parable of the lost sheep, our Good Shepherd defines the Immense worth of a person, the
searching love of the shepherd, and the joyful rellef of a straying soul now found, “Rejolce with me; 1
have found my lost sheep™ (Lulke 15:6). My lost sheep, Despite our wandering into pastures owned
by other ranchers, and even enjoying it, our Good Shepherd never conslders us to be someone else’s
responsibility or objects of care. In this we also rejoice with relief, for we have strayed,

The loneliness of our own isolationism has run away to the paths of dangerous proedators, as
ifseeking companionship with them is a good idea. We “wandered over mountain and hill and
forgot [our] own resting place” (Jeremiah 50:4). The rebellion of our own individualism has
acknowledged but dismissed the voice of our Good Shepherd, preferring instead the self-sufficiency
and independence of our doing that sormehow gains God's favor, “We all, like sheep, have gone
astray, each of us has turned to his own way™ (Isalah 53:6). Called from sheep to shepherd, we've
sold out the souls of sheep under our care for the sake of corporate greed and institutionalism,
deserving the demoted title “hired hand” in the rebuke of Jesus: “The hired hand..abandons the
sheep and mns away...because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep” (John 10:12,13).
We assume that our visible church always operates with the blessing of God and is a blessing to
peaple, but he says, “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my
pasture” (Jercmiah 23:1)! A broken relationship with God is our biggest problem.

S0 we begin our study of caring for souls as rescued sheep and repentant shepherds. Rather
than redirecting our fears of isolationism, Individualism, and Institutionallsm Into blaming, denying,
or masking—"5urely, not I"—we hear our Good Shepherd's volee and bleat for him to come in his

o [Benner, David G, Crre af Soun's: Revisioning Christian NMonture and Coamsel Grand Rapids: Baleer Bookes, 1998, 2046)

[ Peterson, Bugema H, The Contermpletie Pastor. Grand Rapids: William B. BEerdmans Pablishing Co, 1989, 64 Note:
Eugene Peterson's writings poetically pursue the authentic calling of pastors aml congregations in gospsl ministrye, His
chall=nges are most often approp riate and scrptural insight cobodfulby compelling, worthy of reading and referencing,
Howrever, the hearty Inclusion of Peterson’s volce In this essay s not Intended as whole scale endorsement of everything
he says. The following review of Peterson by Prol Rich Gurgel is worth printing heve, “Paterson is quite postmodesn [for
cxgarple: he often displays a lose of a confidence b propositions to communleats changeless truth) and meo-

exrthindos fexistentialist [For example: the Bilde really only becomes the Word of God as we experience it].. He speaks of
Nwing the gospal which easfly suggests that the gospel ks at its heart something for us to do rather than something for us
fo believe” [Gurgel, Richard. “Grow in Grace!” Southeastern Wisconsin District Convention, June 8, 2000, 9],

* Instltutionalism ts sometimes disgnosed best by those outside of the [nstitution, and Is one reason why the unchurched
arve unchurched, Before we dismiss their excose: °1 don't Iike organimed religion,” ss feukty biss, we do the ministry much

aood by testing thelr complaint
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Ineeding conrpassion. “You, my sleeep, the sheep ol my pasiure, are peaple, awd 1 am your God,™ he
whn never stopped camdng us soothes In reassnring tones | Ezeldel 34:21) "The Losn 15 my
shepherd,” we who never wanted i lease him reply with a godly pride in helonging to the hest, the
aly, the Savior, "1 will Fear mo evil, for you arve with me. My cop overflows. Goodisess and love will

frellover moc all the days of my Hie® (Paalm 2 2:4-6), The Good Shepherd has kid dosm bis e for the
sheep, and taken it up again for the sheep. We Ine! With kdm. For him. We listen o his soice. /ind he

says, "Take care of my sheep” (John 2 1:16). Christ's bave, Our calling. Caring for souls

Jesus washes feet, but not just feet

She =t in mry office and tmburdened ber amadety as
THINEK, PAIR, SHARE propedy as she could without Baithless complaining, ['d say che

Bigger chuircl: Describe a performed admirably, “Lord, prant me such a spivit of patient
tinne when vou approedated perseverance,” [ thowght. This was o gneving widow, thoagh
ynur church digturled she was not distressed. Her gty Caith woulda't allow it

: But her faith was being tested, even as che sobmitted her hody for
test after best after test. Sympenms had developed, strange
sympbumsy thest doctors couldn™ disgnose. They nebed vut one
nualady after awother but weeks furted inbo months and still ne
name for what she was experiencing. Fear and frustration foaght
Smaller church: Complete this | hard againet Eith. Where was the answer? What B.7 How came..7
statement: My church Mo hady konew, We vishted somwe tims: kater and | =sw 8 barden ifted

... Her face lit up as she related the starny abowat a particular doctor, A
womnarn. A fureiymer. She ook time telling me e this doctor spent
A0 niates asking her personal questions tee other doctors lid
not; she listenced to her heartfelt concerns: she sympathized with
her plight; she was with her in the moment, nod just at an

appointment, "1 told ber that she 12 an answer to my prayers, that |
had heen askdng the Lord for belp and bealing.” The doctor hugged her and replied, I, ton, am
Chrstian.”™ Then she follovwed up the et dey with a phope calll 521l no diagnosis. Mo moee promise
Toa pliysical healiig than when her patient walled into the office. Bat this Chidstian widow i oy
affice enjoyed & rellef, which she expressed as a blessing from God, She felt that scmeone cared,
uptlerstood, Bnally towk up her cuuse with empathy®—uand Christ like empathy at thet. This
endoctinelogit performed beart surgery by opening ler own leart and fouching te Beart of this
widow, bealing her in ancapected yeb nmuch appreciated ways.

The church ks e gospel, the best ppedicione in the world offering te ultimate Tealing of
salvation, yef sven the Lreat Phygsician nnderstood that the rospel Is adeministered to embodied
suuls, To people with life experiences, with kaming disabilities, with persvnalities amd biases, whao
speak oflser dialects or even languages, who lart, who beel. wim breathe, who fear. Having the
gaspc] i not caring for souls. Having the gospel and having souls ks mob carieg for seals, Hodng the
gnspel and applying it to people 5 canng for souls. One friend who is 2 pastor shared with me that
in a peighborbosd canvassng etlort, be lound a larmer member of his church. She bead joined
another church after ber hushand dicd. That church, famibiar to her Gmdly, visited ber multiph
times a week fur multiple weeks after the fanerl amd thes pestor's church visited her once, imeiting

= Hmpathy ithe abil ity boe nfer ko Ehe sgerienes of others, or, better, pecatrs their expeciancs 2= they share {Fwitk
waan, helding it within o bsmich a manner & not to confess (b with poureem® (Tenne e 19993, 175%)

140 www.wels.net/convention PROCEEDINGS 2011



her 1o reiait Faitkhal in sorship and Bibde study, They Bed te gos pel. She b a eed o the
pospel s application, on this occasion, was a prescription for personal visits,10

*utting vare back i health care” B o marketing dogain that touckes on a truth relevant bo

o Christlan calling. Caring for sonls, like caring for health, is mere than transactional. It is
relatianal The spuls to wham the church admimisters the means of gace helong to peaple.
Therelore, people matter.

“Jesus kmew that the Father had put all things under his power." 11 The Father had pat all
things i e batds that weshed e disciples’ feet, The povweerfil Son of God got wjp oo tee table
Hikes: b haaed left the: hesvenly banguet to comee fo this earth, The poserfal Son of Gad foak off kis
awter cathing like he hod put aside the use of his divine majesty. The pracerful Son of Gnd wrapped
a towel around his waist like Be hacd wrapped himsel in humsan Heshe The posyectul 3un ol God
weaslued amnd dried the disciphes’ beet 1ike e bad brotght s lameanity Do towcl the flthiest of o
humamity, cur gricvous sins. We sec in the redemptive humiliation of our Savior God his caring for
somls thal lebongg o pecple,

In the first century it was a friendly courtesy to wash the feet of thase whn would visit yvour
homee. The sweaky sendals us foobwear and the dirt of the dasty rosds mesde bor less-tban-op pealing

ainbdes and Does exposed during a meal. Nommally a servant would be assigned the comsmon task of
washing the feet of the guests upon entry. Here in the private ronm Jeses had amamged, there was

no servant, 5o the diseiples entered and then gathered at the table with the clightly swiovard

embarrassenent of neglactine a custom of the day, Mo servantT Waell, eter and Johs had arranged
fr the ronm, 5o they should wash fect. Mohndy volurteered. The asvicaard moment lingered. Then

the servant showed himeselE The mighty Lond Jesus, the puswerful Son of God, washed ther feet.
Maybe lse started with [wias, or pechaps e washed a few others as the moment becane more

anlravard. None of thoem arguacd or iterfercd, nor did aryr take up the task. Yet they all wandered IF
it should be this way. Somebady should do something.

“[lesus] came to Stmen Peter, whe sald ta him, ‘Lord, are yeu going to wash my foet™ 0
Peter could see Matthew or Andresw or any of the others washing his feet. But not fesus. “Lord™
Peter addresses him with a tide superior to “Rabbi,"” emphacizing the greatess of [eus ag the
glorions San of God wha will save ns all by cradhieg our enemmdes, not by washing our Feet.

"lesus replied, “You do ned realize e what 1 am dedisg, bat later vou will vmderstand.™
Jesus ateepts Poter's Inmocent interforence as an ignorant mistalee. He strmply didn't know any
hetter. He'll conmect the dots kyter. Do you hear more encourmaging love in Jesus” reply than
disappainted rebuke? [Te doesn Evult or shame Peter For asking what was an the minds of all the
disciples, for expressing his curinus concemn ahout & Savior be go dearhy loved, *11s akay. | know
wheat I'm doany. Yes, [am the Lord of o], and 11 alwvays be the Lond of all, bot now is the dme for me
o e Elee Servant of all te suffer and die For sies." This 9 Jesus” silliig chwodoe, Hobody i9 forciig him
to the cross. He chooses the erass, He chooses the dirfy feet of messy peaple.

WY ks and widowsers oo ue e comphis thatatter their spoeses domh friends and other conoo rmdd Toop e 2eem
ediictiont b Sk abou b the doseigod. Cont mary o what poe migghs dilnk mest wad omscd poopde wsant be sk aboot i
sigriicant oxher they hawe lost® [Haugh, Henmech C Clrbmias Grregieieg. & 0y o LO%. Minneapalis: sugsbiang Fublizhing
Hemse, [UHA, A1) The church whens this pastor e s s adminkters e ownsppport proeg callad frefiiere

 Ea RO Y - liveradly “our sl chiings inoo B Bareds” The eccow el of e washing his deciplia” for & in ok 2300
" Kot 0 wou vuasng wons modag - the “yoe” i emphasized in the semience simcure
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*“'No,’ said Peter, You shall never wash my feet.'” “Jesus, you should be busy battling the
devil and the Romans at that, crushing my enemies, defeating all those evildoers out there and
setting up your throne forever! You're so above washing feet, especially my feet.” And Peter, who
called Jesus “Lord,” asserts himself as a lord, demanding a different kind of savior, contending for
only greatness—not grace, “Washing feet? Jesus, you and lare both better than that.”

Better than what, my friend? Can you be willing to find yourself, with me, in Peter's
objectlon? Who has not been served because 1 am too good for them? Who has not been loved
because [am too busy for them? What has not been done because I'm too important? What has not
been prayed because | don't have time? How often have | missed following Jesus because [ don't
find him on my path of greatness as he walls his path of humility and misses me, because [ litted my
chin so high that | couldn't find him while he was humbly washing feet? Why do | struggle to let the
mighty Lord also be my suftering Servant, touching my dirty, filthy sins?..Saving me,

“Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.™ Jesus isn't concerned about
Feter's feet any more, and doesn’t mention them in his response. He Is concerned about Peter as a
person, as a sinner in need of saving, *Unless [ wash you.” And Jesus makes Peter's having a part
with him—being connected to Jesus as his Savior—not depend on anything Peter does but on
something Jesus does. "Unless [ wash youw”

Impulsive Peter quickly jumps to a conclusion, giving up his opposition into the extreme of
another eager misunderstanding. He doesn’t hear the answer of spiritual washing in [esus” words.
“Then Lord,” Simon Peter replied, 'not just my feet but my hands and my head as well.™

“Jesus answered, A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whale body
is clean. And you are clean.™? Just as our bodies are clean after we bathe or shower for the day and
we only need to wash our hands before we eat, so we are (and remain by faith) spiritually dean
when Jesus has washed away our sins by his suffering and death. We need "only a little washing
up,” so to speak, through the confession and absolution in the liturgy of worship, or asking
torgiveness from someone we hurt, or praying with repentance to God,

The suffering Servant stoops from his eternal, glorious throne in heaven to the sandy floor
and sweaty feet of a room filled with his own fickle followers. His caring for souls is so extreme, so
loving to the end, that it makes room to save us, and now leaves room to compel us,

"I have set you an example that you should do as [ have done for vouw. I tell you the truth, no
servant Is greater than his master..now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do
them.” If any of his disciples think we are too great to stoop down for menial tasks in serving others,
we can only do so by thinking of ourselves as greater than Jesus. Jesus has washed our feet, that
part of us most dirtied by the sinful world, and so he purifies our souls. Today, with our feet still on
this earth, we stand dean, we walk clean, and we are blessed when we wash the feet of others,
caring for their souls.1

13 You arve clean, Everywhere "The blood of |esws. purifies us foom &l <in” (1 John 1:7). You aveclean. Not baged an pour
succesaful caving for soulz but on vour faith in the coring for souls by the pedenptive work of [esws Christ “You were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the nome of the Lord Jesus Chreist” (1 Corinthians 6:11]. You are dean,
Now and Info eternity when it can be sald, *Thesa are they who have come owt of the great tribulation; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb® [ Revelation 7:14).

14 Bothen, inwhat other ingtances besides washing his digeiples’ fect was Jequs caring for sowls dsring his time on this
earth? Did his mirscles cara farsculsT Al of them, evan tha physical heslings and the providing of badily nutrition and
promesting emotional safety durlng the storm? Did his teaching care for souls™ The parables understood by some but rot
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U s | b dhome For poi. Yo will be blessed,” |esus calls us with commaanid and pramilse.

What can we do o care for souls jsalabed by the loneliness masked within our overbusy,
miulsitasking, smartphone cdstence? e them ba the upper room by caring For them as people—
washing their feet amd serving them the ssored meal. S esus has done for us. And we wall he
hlessed. What can we do to cire for souls in our individsalized world insisting that their sell-
wisdam is the best way, thedr self-awareness the ultimate trath, and their self-sufficiency suffichent
for sahvatinn” Become thedr servands ceen as they argue thak they knoaw and deserer the hest secats

like: the disciples did—washing thedr feet and gently leading thetn to see teat it's pot all about the

inelividmal, bat shout the suffering Servant ared the Chiarch he calls to be one. A5 Jesus has dome for
us. And we will he hlessed. What can we dn to care for souls ph-so-concermied abnt the institotion
al the chuwrch that the carthly difles the heavenly? We can chaallenge owrsedees to put the outvweand
arpanization under the microscope, and where siruchoees o roabizes lsave become "tales tanght by
meen” (bssdah 29:1 %) “hang a form of godliness bat denying s power”™ [2 Timethy 225) we cxert
the courage to take off te combortable shippers of these canctioned Sy tens and scrab betweet
toes with the havior's lowve, there finding menuine caring for soals.

[m whest wanys cam we betber bulfill our footwashing Shepherd’s calling, "Take vare of my
sheep. Do as | ave done for you'

The soul, the body, and spiritual care for people

“The woul makes man different from everything else God created. Man bhas height, sioe, and
weight, 5o does a roack Man takes i noudistiment aid grows, 5o dees a tree, Man feels aid moves

about, 5o doecs a dag. But man hes one thing no other oreature
has: a soul, which ersables man to think spiritual thoughts and | STUDY

perform spiritual actions ™ The sowl is divinely created life Reter to Psalm 77: 1- 12, Appendix A

that makes people who we arc. In the beginning God breathed o e 32 of this essay.
“the breath of life” ioto Adam’s nestrds to make him “a liviny

bedng" [Geness 2:7 )¢ 50 the soul is the won-material being o
us that §s the seat af aor lfe. The Bbbe credite the sonl (or spleit )™ with ouwr personality and aur
ahility tu believe and praise God, and it assigns to the soul our thinking, owr willing, aml our
Fereling,™ 1§ will wever cease bo exist. This makes the sowl more valuable than all. “What good s bt for

Gl Hoower o b i [pai 1o picic hingd —'wias Chal e i Ol oo i Foar 200iks oo pad e pice]isiiat i of e e oes of JidceT hie
talli i ment of prophecy? his iemprecken and sransfigurmbon? his birh and bepcbm? his cructitoon. resurreoion.
ascerein? Mayke the betterquestion i Inwhat |nesbances was fesus sob caring forsoul? Or the best oquestiom Inwhat
diiferant wipes ves 2o shays, ultimzbelv carieg for soals?

& [ Luychterhand. Lyle L Mon: Frome Glogr te Adheromd ook Milwmukes: Korfheeestern Peblishing Howse, 19948, 51)

¥ Thetdugpa e reber ko “The prequgalim o e sl sime thes, sl amoreg e edligoe ol T wodil] see o lind sy of
fzurteachisgs smanationiem [ m fkws from God = easenee . preaastantiem [all sols were created by God in B
Bggivming A revoein m sbeage ondil e neznend el eeaceplion], crestionism iy sdoad md Gl crestes s i sl e
wriery A D b i e By o i inend ) el Bkl chan bk [Throiggh die mp resdiemive proces refd g in Cods giftel
eaplive s i susll B propegaal threwgh pements sloey witkille Bedel e liead lvee souml guils Moy S aml
wivsraral sy an, e Lo cheissed was o ardlecs mgthes Oy ol L e miwnn Coaib B Snpgea ried winh Scsiprone

T Whilkz some prefior that 1] Body, 2] =ouland 2] spicitform o irkhatamy o a persan s oatstonon, the Scripiunes deady
teach a dichobammy that defines & person infemms of 1) body and 2) soul fspirk The words ssl and spirdt refer beone and
the same, of, Booleslistes 127 Mathew L1028 lames 226 L Carinehiaes 5.0, 734: 2 Coristhians 7:1: Colosslans 2.5

T Peajm 77 pomk | ages fn fhe Brst persen sinpuler, as f= author inbersbanges *1° and “mp® weih “mgeecal * The ol = poi
part of a peesen, The saol is the persen. Without g 2sul we are dureps of dietand lefiove rashes,
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a man to gain the whole world, vet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his
soul?” (Mark 8:3637)

As far as our calling on this earth to care for souls, we remember that the soul lives in
mutual dependence with the material being, the body, which 15 the organ through which the soul
functions. Like electricity needs a conductor, the soul needs a body. The soul plugs into this world in
which It lives through the body's faculties and functions. The fact that each human belng consists of
body and soul in one person makes caring for people a critical component of caring for souls. 1%
Lawns need lawn care, Customers need customer care. Cancer and Parkinson's disease need a cure,
Why do souls need care and cure?? |esus explains, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favor" (Luke 4:18,19). Release. That's forgiveness.?! Sins sent away by the saving command of the
one with perfect obedience and satisfactory sacrifice.

The heart and core of caring for souls is the forgiveness of sins. Real sins casting a real curse
on real people, who turn in repentance to a real Savior. This redemption and release Is pronounced
upon the entire person, body and soul, and affects the entire person, body and soul, just as Lutheran
pastors commit a corpse to its resting place in the ground with the words, "May God the Father,
whao created this body; may God the Son, who by his blood redeemed this body together with the
soul; may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body to be his temple; keep these
remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh."22 The Scriptures promise believers a holistic
salvation not fragmented between internal and esternal, or visible and invisible, or soul and body.
“Created of dust and the breath of God, we cannot escape from either."2? In the beginning of time
Adam wasn't complete until the physical was united with the breath of God. At the end of time our
bodies will be reunited with our souls on Judgment Day.24 In between, Jesus, the Great Physician,
cared for “the whole man” (John 7:23) in both his teaching and his touching.

Care of souls can thus be understood a5 the care of persons in their wolalivy, with particular
attention i their inmer lives. This can never be accamplished by ignoring a person's physical
existence or the external world of behavior..Caring for souls s caring for people.*

19 " Thee English phrase, ‘care of souls" has its origing in the Latin curse eofioeean. While cura B most commaody
translated as cere, it actuslly contains the ilen of bath care and cure, Care rafers to actions that are designed o

support the well-being of something or someone, Cure refers to actiens that are designed to restore well-being

that has been lost, The Christlan church has historically embraced toth meanings of cera and has understood

goul care to inolve nuriure and support ag well as haaling and restoration” [ Beaner 1908, 21

“*Dst you are,” the Lorp God, both faithful in his love and mighty In his holy zeal. pokes Adam in the chest afterhe ate
from the tree he was commanded not bo eat from. *And to dest yoo will retumn” (Genesis 32190, Thanks to owr first father
wie are all dead people. “5in entered the workd through omne man, and death through sin® (Romans 5123 Our destinye
hamded down from the frst Adame diny. rotken corpses. But the second Adam dedive red what was promised already in
Eelenz a pew destivy. & mew lentity, a restosed goul. "For if the many deed by the trespags of the o asn, how much imoeea
did God's grece and tha gift that came by the grace of the one man, lesus Christ, ovarflon to the mand”(Romans 5:15)
And how freely God's gracious gift is given through that one man, [eses Chist, into peor, broken sculs Binded to iz and
imprisoned by death,

“ agemg - thiz word ks often trarslated *forglve ness,” of. Luke 177,

= Christion Worship: Oocosional Senvires. Milwaukes: Northwestern Publishing Howse, 2004, 90

1 [Benmar 1958, 107)

o kenew that. 1 know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end e will stand upon the earth, And after mye shin has
besn destroyed, vet in niy flesh | will see God: 1 ngsel {will 2ee him with my own ayes—1 and not another, How my leart
vearns within met™ {Job 19:25-27)

= [Henmer 1998, 22.23)
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The goal, therefore, of caring for souls is not to renounce the physical as the Gnostic® false
teachers did, as if trading humanity for divinity, “The task of salvation is not to refine us into pure
spirits so that we will not be cumbered with this too solid flesh. We are not angels, nor are we to
become angels, The Word did not become a good idea, or a numinous feeling, or a moral aspiration;
the Word became Aesh.. Things matter. The physical is holy."™* The ane to whom our salvation
belongs is both spiritual and physical; his incarmation says so. We who are recipients of his creating,
redeeming, and sanctifing are both spiritual and physical. And we do well to remember that those
for whom we care—to whom we proclaim the forglveness of sins through Christ—are hoth splritual
and physical. "The life | live in the body, [ ive by faith in the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20). Called to
talee care of sheep in our Shepherd’s flock, we discard and discount neither the body nor the soul 2

Where does that leave our church body in our caring for souls? [n speaking of relationships
are we compromising our theological integrity with anthropological themes? Such is certainly a
danger for any church body dipping its toes into the waters of culture in order to reach it with the
gospel. We need to be very careful here lest we think we can dive in and not get totally wet. The
tools with which Christ has equipped us for gospel ministry that cares for souls are God's Word and
the sacraments of baptlsm and the Lord’s Supper. So s there a proper place for psychology, and
might 1t be useful to our pastors-in-tralning? My pastoral theology textbook from seminary days
says that "knowledee of psychology and pedagogical principles ... provide [a pastor] with insights
which will enable him to size up situations correctly.2%30

2 Gnosticism troubled the church in the postapostolic em 1t folbowers considered evergthing material and physical to be
evil, a prizson that keeps man from seturening to his divine source. Salvation, then, was an evolution. The spirit of man mmest
b2 likerated from his body through knowledge [groesiz), so that be can return to the Rillness of God, Gnostics denied the
incarnation of God In Jesuz Chelst The lr God was an Impersonal delty. He was remote, never enterlng divectly into human
affairs. Hewas the sllent principle of pood, with no word of revelation to gave stnmers (unknown source, from my notes],
= [Paterson, The Confamplative Pastar 1989, 64)

=1 "By gur practice of spirituality we ave not ralsed to s higher plane abowe the normal, everyday, bodily life bat we
recefve the Holy Spicit from Christ sa that we can live in God's presence each day of our lives a5 we deal with people and
wiarh, sin and abuse, Inconvenkencs and heartbreak, trouble and tragedy. We sre not called to become more spiritual by
disengaging from our sarthly life. Christian spirftvality does not deal with the buman mind or buman sool in contrast o
the bosdy, bt wigh the wlle life of teese wlio have fait in Christ and are animated by the Holy Spivic As Christians, we
baligwe that tha eternal Son of God fook on a human kady to redeem ws and to shane the Spiris of the Fathar with us bodiy,
Luther sums up this discuzgion of spirftaal ity weell in & discwss o of the veal presepce of Chist’s bady and blood G His
Haody Suppeer: Thues, all that cur hody does catwardly and physically. if God's Word is added to # and it is done theough
faith, & in reality and in mame done spiciteally. Nothing can beso material, Meshly, or oamssard, but it hecomes spiviteal
wihen it is done inthe Word and in faith” [Kleinig, [ohn W, frace gpon Grece, St Louks: Concordia Publishing Howse, 2008,
23.24); Martin Luther queate from AE 37-92. Kleinig continwes by agtutely Lamenting that spivitealing las besi lavgely
reduced to religious paychelogy and, although psyehology can help us understand curselves, it doesn't give us the full
picture “of us a5 peophe, let alone of us o5 Christions, In contrast to psychological self-analysis, this study wes the Sacred
Seripiures to investigate how God the Father regards us in Adam and im Chrlst and shat He makes of us with his Holy
Spirit” [Kleinig 2008, 24)

# Sehwietze, Armin W and Habeck, Inwin | The Sheplerd thadar Cheze Mibwaukes: Northweste m Pablishing House, 1974,
140

# Consider the instructions from an earlier bextbook of pastoral theology published in 1932 that influenced both the
Missourl and Wisconsin Synods: “[n deallng with human belngs, dlagmosing the lr pa rtleular troubles and mintstering to
their spiritual welfare, & pastor ought to Enow tat thers ame such diffe rent types of persons. I5we are abile o eoognize
the dfferent types of human balngs, we can anderatand the Indieidieal human belieg better, and to understand him better
mieans to be better able to approach and to help him .. A pastoral call should be made for the po mpese of getting cless to
the indlwidwal. establishing mutual confidenca, and speaking to the parlshboner In reference to his spiritual needs.. He
should study the individual church-member in reference to his character, disposition, temperament, opinons,
arvirenment, edecation, friemds amnd acquaintances, occupation, basiisess associEtes, poverty or wealth, special lobbies,
reading, phys ical condition, etc,” (Frite, john H. C Pastorel Thealagy, 5t Louis: Concendia Publishing House, 1532, 203,
1825]
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Additionally, in Thesis VIIT of The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel, the
lectures of confessional Lutheran hero, C.F.W, Walther, he states, “The Word of God is not
rightly divided when the Law is preached to those who are already in terror on account of
their sins or the Gospel to those whao live securely in their sins."" Walther would have
Hpped his robe at the religious professionals in Jesus’ day confusing law and gaspel by
preaching the law to those souls already in terror on account of thelr sins.*

Prostitutes, tax collectors, and criminals enter the kingdom of heaven, even ahead of
“righteous” church leaders. ¥ Appearance suggests otherwise, However, Christ-like caring
tor souls relies not on appearance alone. OF course Jesus can read hearts, We who can't see
the invisible church must read people as we care for soufs3 The Lutheran middle insists
that in caring for souls we practice the latter without neglecting the former. Instead of
pitting rites and relationships against each other, as if the venue of caring for souls features
a battle between theology and psychology, we strive to connect people to God by
understanding both as accurately as possible. This balance is the basis for Walther’s Thesis
VIII, for Jesus” evangelical approach to “sinners,” and for the seminary delving into dealing
with human beings and prompting students’ insight into psychelogical and pedagogical
principles, It is also the reason for pumping cool alr conditioning into a people-packed
mvmnasium on a late July atternoon lest delegates or essayist physically fall asleep, which
hinders the proclamation of the gospel. We care for embodied souls and inspirited bodies.
Such a balance of the divine and human, of spiritual and physical, is not neat and tidy.

Defend sound doctrine sccording to God's changeless Word and let unrestralned love be the
proof of our teaching, lest our wrangling have little to do with Jesus or he with it. Having one
thing 1o say has the advantage of consistency, The more difficull position is for those swhao
say fwo things, not meaning by this timid com promise, but expressing both truths loudly and
energetically; that's when you can make almost everybody angry 5

The Lutheran middle pets messy, even, according to the professor, making people angry in the

sense of a frustration that we can't just push the “easy” button or inveke “we've always done it this
way.” We can’t make caring for souls clean and predictable, totally and theoretically removed from
practical humanness. The way the ministry really worles, however, is that “week after week, Christ

3 Walther supports his thests by referencing 1 Timoethy L8-10, and also pesws’ proca mation of gospel forgivenass to the
sinful woman, Yacchaeus, and the thief on the cross. These thres were all seen by the Pharisees as unforgivenhble sinners.
(Walther, C.EW. Tk Proper Dictneton Between Lo and Gospeef. Edited by WHT. Daw. 5L Lowis: Concard ia Publishing
House, 19249, 1936 101]

a2 And maore than that, the Pharisess and teachers of the law were preaching a gospel wo each other and their folbovwers
Iving securely in thelr aine, but a Chreistless gospel whikch was "really no gagpel at all® [Galatians 1:7).

¥ Jesws reserved his most seathing condemnations farthese church leaders, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and
Fharisees” [Matthew 2 3:13,1 5.2 3252729, cf &lso 16), They were appolnted tocare for sowls and instead “shut the
Eingdom of heaven in men's faces” (23:13) They relied too heavily an appearance, both their own ("Everything they do is
dene for nen to see” 23:5) and that of others, and it blinded them to the tretle Theirs wasnt a lack of sivvere effort but a
lack of humbile, repantant faith in the redemptive work of the Savior *Youo travel over lamd and sea towin a single convert,
amd when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a sonof hell s you are® (23:15). [t wasn't that they didn't have
the right ribes, they just abused them with an absence of theologleal Integrity. “You ghee a tenth of your splces—mint, dil
and cummin, Eut you lhave neglected the more impoant matbers of the lsw—justice, mercy and faitlfulipess. You should
have practiecd the Latter, withowt neglecting the former, Youw blind gubdes” [23:23.24)

¥ Dne of my notssgestellar moments in ministoy was administering the means of grace in an inspirational hospital
devation to woman [ying I bed, unable to communkcate, captivated by my prese ntatbon, Unferunately | didnt chedk In
with the nurses' station that visit [ahvays do this!] becnuse Esthe r hod already been dead for bvo hours.

= (Paustian, Mak & "Unleashing our Calling: Today's Chiristians Find Fultdlment in tleie Vocations.” Meqguon: Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary Syrmposiuom on Vocation, 2006, 10; previowsly inhis essay, Paustian attriboted the Letheran “two
things” to Adolf Eoberle in The Quest o Hollness, Minneapolls: Augsburg Publishing Howse, 1936, 266-266.]
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washes the disciples’ dirty teet, handles their very toes, and repeats, It is all right, believe it or not,
to be people. "#

Lutheran Seelsorge

The German, Lutheran [ohannes Muehlhaeuser, our synod's first president, washed
teet and handled toes, not only by ministering to people during Milwaulkee’s cholera
epidemic, but with his pastoral heart in the infant years of the Wisconsin Synod. ¥ Sorgeis a
German word that, used in a good sense, means care or concern for someone, and in a
negative sense, means worry or anxdety. Seal means soul, so die Seelsorge is the care of souls.
There's a mood, a spirit, however, to Seefsorge that is pastoral in nature. A shepherd-like
approach to ministry. Thercfore, der Seelsorger became a popular German Lutheran
synonym for der Pastor.® Martin Luther, whom some argue invented the term, left us a
legacy of the fatherly, pastoral spirit of Muehlhaeuser, even though Luther’s dominating
traits sometimes overshadowed it. Luther's was a Lutheran middle, a balance of “pastoral
admonition and care (Seelsorge; literally, the care of souls) as defining all aspects of pastoral
ministry, rather than as a separate spedialty of the pastor tied to therapy and personal well-
being and separated from the Word and sacrament, =10

Timothy Wengert suggests, in his foreword to The Pastoral Luther: Essays on Martin Luther's
Pastoral Theology, that Seelsorge contributed to Luther's angst In the posting of the ninety-five
theses due to what he observed as “bad preaching and its etfects on the people” regarding
Indulgences. Wengert quotes Luther again: *1 regret deeply the false understanding [of the
indulgence preachers’ sermons] among the people,™! Thus the ninety-five theses themselves are
filled with pastoral concerns for the laity and the preaching of the gospel. Furthermore, “some of

# [Peterson, The Contesmylptive Postor 19859, 4]

# "The Mushlhageuser Symod—in its Avst decade the Wisconsin Synod coubd weall be callad that, and it oftenwas,

This was 5o net because Muchlbaeuser sought to rule the small bady or to set himself up in a strong hierarchical
pasition as ite precident. The constitution he deafbed would soon be replaced. Hig mild Lutheranism would goon

give way ta 8 strong confessianalism. |t was not crganizational skill nor a dominating spicit on the part of its

founder that caused the pew symod to be referred to = the Muehlhaeuser Synod. [T was o called becawss its

senior member in age and experience bed the young men who joined it with a pastorml beat and with genuoine
concerin. By hig fathedy, pastord spint, by hig practical wisdom and experience, by bis humble yet dete rminad

waal for the gospel Muehlhaeuser influe need the synod he founded so that it often was called and in fact to s

large extent wis the Muehllmeuser Syisod during its first ten pears . In 1655 Muehlliaeiser was one of the few

pasters of Mdwaukes who did not abandon the sick during a cholera epidemle, a fact gratefully emembered by

the whole city, At the time of Muchlhaeuser's death, The Mitwawkes Sentiee paid tritate to his practical concern

for peaple..All of thie made & quite natural to call the congregation e founded and served for neardy two

decades the ‘Mushlhacuser Charch™ [Schustze, Armin W. “Muchlhaeusar: Founding Father of the Wisconsin

Sy, M equon: Wisconsin Lutheran Semimary essay fike, 58).

# [Deutschlander, Prof, Danial M. Eia Kieines Treolopisches Woerterbuch, 1934.]

= (Wengert, Timothy |. The Pastoral Lubher: Essaps or Moriin Luther's Pastorn] Theelogy. Graml Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004, 4)

H The Sugustinian infleence on his faith, Lite, and ministey played a mole in Luther's Seeliorge. “Martin Luther was an
Augustinian In the sense that he was a member of the Augestinkn Eremites. He entered their Black Monagtery at Exfurt
om July 17, 1505, at the age of 21, Several ather orders maintained houses in that city and its environs, It is not oo daring
i say that the story of the gospel®s course in history would not be the sams IF the earmest young man had entered one of
the others. This was the ondy order which combined the study of Scripture and of Augustine's writings with dual emphasis
om the care of 2ouls and highereducation® [Balge, Riclard DU °*Martin Luther, Awgustinian” Mequon: WEcongin Lutheran
Seminary Essay Fila, 1],

L Wengert 2000, 6, with footnote references WA Br 1:108-15; LW 48:43-49)
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Luther's msost poignant writings {beyond those thousands of remarkabde sermons ) arcse divectly
ot o pesboral coneeime e

Kz oim hiwving evach ot as Bathers Do nod forget o cntemtain strasgiers, for by o daing
some peaple ke epteriained angels without knosvimg it Remember those in prison as if
you were their fellow prisoners, and thase who are mistrested as if pon yonrseke s were
Anlfering.. e membar our headers, wWha Spoke the word ol God t e, Contider 1he aulcams
ol Wi sy of D aned diniate Chesir Baich [Hiolsreass 13 0-4,7]L

L, e Anmastine and Luather, Walther and Muchihacuser, and the carrent president of Marfin
luther College.t we preach the Word and admimister the swcraments Exithfully. At the same time

we love those in our church and synod Ramily, a< well a5 our Fiends, family, neighhors, the

underprivilesed stramgers, even 0ur enembes, Dependlng on the circumstances of care, we may be
mrure vodyved in one than the ather, but such s somemes diffioelt fo determine o the methods of

carityg for souls becone quite permealsle.

DISCUSS
As a pastor called by my congregation to admindster 1
the means of prace, [ must cooless thet [ fregwently Bve this S R L I

Netnptation and lrage By virtae of iy office, ts respoasibiliy | S3VIRE souls,” Clartfy and explaln
amd its authority, [ focus so intensely on the preparations and WD opROGIRE FXITEMmeS Fecting to
operations of adininisteritg the means of grace that 1foget | this statement from J tramsactivnal
thelr core that Bargives me and others in Chirst's love and point of view or a relational one,
theircall ta follma the way of Christ's kve, My franssction of | 1020 glve an example of what the
the prucess gets in the way of the product, so o speuk It brakan.ce Jouke Uloe.

cven fastrates oy persenal, spiritual health while | martyr
mayself with averbisyness thinldng I'm the sccond smdor [who docsn't cxist bat few people want to
tell pastors that), [0 wields my ordination like a clab because 1 have in my lands, by permiscion ol
the peaple | serve, the calllng to above all else ensure the proper adminkstration of the means of
grace. Ahmee oll clse? Fyen kve? “Losee ts far later, Enr athers,” the har whispers to my tching cars
“You are the vastodianm of the means of grave, and that meee than anything peeds your attention
Hurry up, you're falling belind.” And, religiows professional that 1am, oot the very people Clrizi
enfrusts to m, thinking I'm helping them by admindstering the gosped yet along with it | am
atdministering a lvsedess trampling of their sowls: And then [ complain how ithless they can be 1
excuse my bovelessness and lack of caring with the e that U se resporsible ko He means of grace

i [Wengern 2009, 07,4 G demorsoryed ima small selestion of thdes from throeghou Luther's caresn Fosrmoam

i sertier s o Thoee o Lober nen' Are Dsrdeged (15200 Bredber Soddlers Ten, Gma Lee Smved (15200 rbetsar s By
Flae fra oy Jenalfy Mestiioee [200T0 A Seple Wy b Pray fee q G Friess Il ster Petere e Barber] (15250 A Somjiert 6
Warmen wirh Bhom Thigs fmee Gone sury darfng Chdsing 115621

II'F.'l||I|||-l||.l|l.|||n-|'|||.n-|r| ol Mssblb s el Lather, the presidesl of Mactin Logber College sodea s bl o sinlbais
by petiing on his shorts sad sneahers on a sweltacing August afberroon and camying bowes. Bare, blankess. and wardrobes
up. g up in dorm oo me wafing ireedents | know this becsuse sthe fiest thing a loeely mother of a new LG

dail il v il icsmea] Ben o Lol Tl wlbnan | mnlosned Ticmas Thinggs v e gaom g, B i e czasi g o s T | oo vl al bonpggasi il
tiat the president #n's more directly depeasing e mears of grare because | know that, mme midwicker when stud enbs
pel sepirre by oo lenely oo Gl dnko e | rges ol The din] seostode ns o, Uk can Mesh bk b ils ovesly b eaaling
i pisceeal B rT of Cherie prreedicliont. “Ha risi By o™ Ha's resr i B roh ol thraal They will b imeeed ready 1o giva Bim
un weclrm amirrale winl an opsn bl Lo masker frean him echal be koo is the haest of Zaabavyr—Chirtst s ko Blaurew sll,
Lo el 0l 1 i 1, Do i oA s s 2P @ Wil O il 08 ™ L Petied <.

& Eiggene Potersan guedies Diearich Boahos Mer, A pastor shoald nos camplain ot bls comgregmion oortainly newer o
othiesr pesopile bosk ol so not botrod . Aconpresgatian has mot Seenenbrusted 5o hilm inorder Sat he should beoome Hs
gocuser bafore God and men® (Peiereon. Bugen:e M. Fve Smeootk Srower fr Parvorst’ Work Grand Fapids. ME Willlam B
E?E;Tml;:'ur;mmlm o, 15800, B, motncte aigrisutes this qooke o Disbrich Bonhostfer, L 7agedhor, Mew Voo Hamper
[ 1%t
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and its success. Nothing is more important than saving souls. Satan is the one who succeeds as |
foolishly fragment the delicate Lutheran balance of truth and love, spiritual and physical, product
(what) and process (how). Walther would rip his robe at me, too, No, he'd point me to the cross.
There 1 find the earth-splitting, heaven-rending tension of law and gospel ripping out the heart of
God where it bleeds for sinners with life and death, anger and love, threat and promise, human and
divine, heaven and hell. Perhaps he'd point me also to the upper room where my Savior washes
clean the soles and souls of those whom he calls, "Do as | have done for vou..You will be blessed.”
Forgiven, I leave remembering balance, Two things.

Lutheran Seefsorge cares about the integrity of the means of grace and cares about the
whale well-being of the people whom the gospel catches in its net. A fisherman treats the trophies
of his catch gently and respectfully, understanding what might harm them in the process of heing
hauled in. He also takes care of his fishing gear, the tools of his livelihood, without which he’d never
catch fish. Sometimes these twin interests collide and things get messy. Nets get snagged deepin
the water and must be cut loose and lost. Or lures get snapped deep in a fish's jaws and, cutting the
fish to save the lure, the fisherman loses the fish. Likewise, fishing for men can be messy. We ought
to expect it, And do well to prepare for It. People are people, not just fluffy souls, Again, the goal Is
balance, always keeping in mind that means of grace ministry is the church’s calling, and love Is the
church’s calling, neither without the other. Faithful means of grace ministry is loving, and love for
others finds its life and meaning in the means of grace.*

Finally, Lutheran thealogians have traditionally applied Seelsorge to the pastoral office
alone, and rightly so.4 This was the term’s original intent, and it continues to this day, However,
“Christian soul care is much too important to be restricted to the clergy or any other single group of
people.. Ultimately, all Christians are called to the task of caring for the souls of others.™" Christ's
“Take care of my sheep,” (John 21:16) was spoken to Peter as the first call of an echo for disciples of
all times, just as he commissioned the Eleven and all believers, "Go into all the world and preach the
good news to all creation” [Mark 16:15). Anyone who follows Christ is "the salt of the earth™ and
“the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13,14) to season others lives with God-flavors and shine into
others’ lives with God-colors, caring for souls, Called workers like pastors, teachers, and staff
ministers have the joyful responsihility to care for souls on behalf of their calling body, while all
Christians (including called workers in our personal priesthood) care for souls in response to the
calling of the Seriptures* Here, too, a balance is impaortant. Clergy do not hold a monopoly on
caring for souls,** and the laity ought hot entrust caring for souls exclusively to their called workers.
At the same time, the church will agree on the wisdom of assigning particular tasks to either party
for the good of the kingdom.

I spiritual care, God wants to act. In the midst of all anxiety and sorrow we are to trust God. God alone can be a help
and a comifort The goal of spiritual care shoukd mever b= a change of mental condition. [ do mot provile declsbe belp for
aryone if | turn 8 sad person intg a cheerful one, a timid person into & courageows one..Christ and his victory over haalth
ard shckiness, luck amd misfortume, birth and deatl maist be proclaimed. The belp he brings is forgiveness and new 1 gut
of death” (Bonhesaffer, et rich. and Rochelle, Jay C. tr. Spictnad Cere. Fhiladeiphise Fortress Press, 1985, 30)

+ "He shephe ris of God's Nock that is under your care, serving as overseers” (1 Peter 5:2).

A7 [Benmer 19498, 32-14)

* For my definition of terms, | reserve Seefsorge and “pastoral care” for the pastoral ministey, while *care of souls” and
“spiritual care” can apply to baoth the publlc ministey (pastors, teaclers, staff ministers, and other called posklons] and
wider Christendom,

# My pastoral thaology textbook introduced me to Sealeorpe ag follows: “The pastor has responsib ity to minkster not
only ko the congregation as such, but also to each individual member of his Bodk_concerned not only about the wellbeing
af his flack as such, but also about that of each isdividual sheep inhis lock according to its nesds.” Then the authoes
continus, * 1% is not essentially different From what every Choistian onght to de” [A W, Scheetze and |, | Habeck, 1974,
139
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Multitudinous writings do and should exist on the topic of the call and ministry and more
will be needed, but such lies beyond the scope of this essay. A similar volume of writings offers
scriptural guidance and encouragement for means of grace ministry (at this convention one such
offering is being presented on the sacraments), which is the heart and core of caring for souls.
Fewer writings, at least in confessional Lutheran circles, offer scriptural guldance and
encouragement for the relational aspect of caring for souls with means of grace ministey. 5o let’s
devote the remalnder of our attention to this focws: relational ministry, But not without some
concern, that Is, we must be sure that we keep one foot planted firmly in the means of grace
entrusted to us, without stepping away from the tools given to the Church. Only then can the other
toot find a landing spot, stepping forward into our calling to care for souls, which is caring for
peaple,

We commit to the instructions and exhortations of the Scriptures and do not detach the soul
from the person, nor Christ’s love from the Church’s love—with fear and trepidation. But also with
faith and prayer, that our love may “abound more and more In knowledge and depth of insight” so
that we may "be able to discern what Is best..filled with the fruit of rightecusness that comes
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and pralse of God” [Philipplans 1:10,11).

People matter to God and to the Church

The June 2011 edition of the WELS Connection celebrated the 50 anniversary of the Central
Africa Medical Mission, “It's obvious God has blessed our synod’s mission efforts through the
Lutheran Church of Central Africa. Since WELS missionaries first arrived in Zambia and Malawi half
a century ago, membership in our sister synod which operates in the bwo countries has grown to
more than 55,000. The Holy Spirt gets all the credit for the growth. The medical mission helped
open doors for the gospel by caring for the sick or injured.” Care for the body opened the door to
the soul.#% People matter. Kathle Wendland, one of the early nurses at the medical mission,
explains, “They come to you at a time when they re going to listen like they've never listened before.
Many are facing death. And that’s really a wonderful opportunity then to be talking to them about
an eternal life that is waiting for them through Christ..What [ was doing there was creating this
reputation of someone who loved people, somebody who would take care of people when nobody
else would or could, and because of that, now they would listen when someone would tell them
ahout |esus Christ."s3 Now they would listen. Like the parents and their little lambs who learn of
[esus because of vour early childhood education program or vacation Bible school. Lilee the hungry

0 Bwary prombine nt curate o antiguity—~from Basil and the Cappadocians through St [olin Chirvsostom and all the way o
Gregony the Grest—every single one of them e ntered into theirwork as physicians of the soul only with great fear and
trepidation. They were keenly aware of the eternal ramifleations of the work of pastoral care. | would. therefore, stress
that any contemporary afforts to recover soul care in our time be done with great cantion: we nesd to go slowly and keam
from one anothar and from these falthful Sesfsorgers who lave gone ahead to glory® [Senkheil, Harold L "The Art of
Spiritual Evaluation: A Framewark for Understanding the Health of the Soul amd [te Cure” Christs Fifts for Healing the
S Toward a Luterar Ideatity in e New Millenimmn, 20000, 55 )

Bt The apostle Paul liked to refer to simiBar open doors for the gospel: “a great doer for effect ive work has opened to me”
(1 Corinthians 16:9]; "Now when | went to Troas to praach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a
daor for me” (2 Corinthlans 2:12); “And peay for e, tao, that Gad may spen a dooe for our meszage” [Cologzians 4:3),

=2 *[Pastor Cox] re members that we learmed the importance of offe fing humanita rian aid here pacthe by accide nt, Our
misskenarles were told by the president of Malawl they couldn't expand thelr work into his country from Zambia—uanbess
they also provided medical care. '] thank Ged that he put President Banda in our way so to speak when we thought he was
etiing i o way and maybe setting up a barrer, but it became that door to the gosped tar he paally st wp for we”’ And
sir the Central African Medical Mission stepped in to provide the required care.”

=3 ({puetes petrleved from WELS Connection, fume 2011)
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and homeless souls with physical hunger, both of which you feed as they now listen. People matter.
Why? Because they matter first and foremost to God.

God himself is relational. The doctrine of the Trinity, as we believe it from Seripture and
express it in the Athanasian Creed, affirms that “we worship ane God in three persons and three
persons in one God” Real and living persons—"distinct,” yet relational—the persons of the triune
God interact with each other. The Son is "begotten of the Father” and the Spirit “proceeds from the
Father and the Son,” all of whom are “coequal and coeternal..one God worshipped as three
persons,” This God instituted marriage, designed fiendships, and fashioned the Church as the body
of Christ for humans, whom he wired to be relational like him. More than that. With him!

The incredibly good news is that Emmanuel wants to relate to people who have broken his
design, showing ourselves, by our shameful sins, to be incapable of connecting to him and each
other in a way that fulfills his holy purpose.

When the Aposthes’ Creed confesses trust in the one who was borm of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cracified, dead, and buried, it expresses a penetrating
affirmation of God"s determination o share fully in owr haman condition, This stands agains
the docetic® view that Christ was never really bom.5®

{in the night before he died [esus spoke some of his most powertul words, connecting—
interlocking—the dots between God's miraoulously mysterious intra- relationship within the Trinity
and his miraculously merciful inter- relationship with sinful people lost without his love. He *lets us

In," 50 to speak. Saving us, Setting us apart.f

People matter to God, The Arst chapter of the 0ld Testament concludes with the crown of
God's creation: people, And the first words of the New Testament in Matthew 1: 1 mention two
toples without which the Scriptures would be meaningless: Jesus Christ and people, speclfically the
beginning of the Son of God's genealogy as “the son of David.” As If asterisked to be footnoted with
(sic), four particular names stand out as peculiar; Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and “Uriah’s wife"”
Bathsheba. Not only was it culturally inappropriate and confusing to include women in genealogies,
but...these women?! [ guess anyone can get into the family. Exactly.

People matter to |esus, During some of the most intense moments of his redemptive work
saving souls globally, Jesus reached out to souls locally, caring for them as people. At his baptism
[esus could have asked Gabriel to baptize him like new parents eagerdy asking a special guest pastor
to perform a baptism, but instead he ministered to John as much as, or more than, John ministered

58 D)L footnote—Docetisim is a false teaching related to Snosticism, proposing that Cheist did not really have a plysical
bady, just an apparent one, amd therefere ondy apparently suffered and died, bug not really. Dongerously man made
separation of the spiritual and physical.
5 [Oden, Thomas L. Care of Sowls in the Clessle Vrmaition, Philadelphis: Fortress Press, 1984, 19)
* From the gospel of Jahn:
= " ami inthe Fatler and the Father B in me. ] aim going to the Father® (14:11,12).
# [ will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be seith o Forever” (14146)
« " am In my Father, and youw are Inome, and |am @ oyou” (13200
o I anpone loves e, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love lsim, and we will come to him amd make our
hame with him™ [14:23],
“ am the true vine, and my Father i the pardene . am the vine: you ave the branches” (15:1.57,
= " po longer call you servants, hecause a senant does not know his master's business, Instead, | have called you
fricmds, for everything that | learned from my Father | have nwade Enown to you® [15:15).
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to him.5* Jesus’ transfiguration lifted the eyes and strengthened the resolve of three “eyewitnesses
of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16; Luke 9:28) whom he later took along with him into the inner garden
when, with suftering soul, he dared to ask the Father for another way, if possible (Mark 14:33-36).
[esus had healed many people, spiritually and physically, in quiet corners and busy streets, yet in
the heated moment of being arrested, he applied heaven’s miraculous help to an enemy, healing the
guillotined ear of Malchus, a servant of the high priest {Luke 22:51). Stumbling forward under the
crushing welght of the cursed cross, Jesus refused to spit polsonous venom on hls attackers (1 Peter
212 3), Instead warning the weeping women. Then with his crushing welght of the world's sin on the
cross, Jesus prayed for his enemies, pardoned a condemned criminal, and provided for the well-
being of his mother (Luke 23:26-43; J[ohn 19:25-27). Risen from the dead, Jesus returmed a second
time to the disciples huddled in the locked house, to patiently calm the doubts of Thomas with
spiritual promise and physical sight and touch (John 20:24- 29). His “convincing proofs that he was
alive” [Acts 1:3), compassionate concessions to the weal human flesh of his disciples, continued for
40 days until Jesus ascended not under the cover of darkness but in the midday company of his
digeiples as "he was taken up before their very eyes” (Acts 1:9). These worls of caring for people
make our savior's active obedience as lovingly “other-focused™ as his passive obedience, both of
which graciously fulfill with “the full extent of his love" (John 13:1) our calling, “D'o as | have done
for you." Before we even try, With feet and hearts already clean, we now extend our love—further
than ever before. 5

Fittingly, this God in relationship within the Trinity and in relationship with people cares
about community and relationship among people. People matter. “Take care of my cheep.” Sheep
caring for sheep is who we are and what we are called to do. The Scriptures say that makes us
shepherds who, lilke Moses and David, and even Jesus, speak the language of both sheep and
shepherd. Paul explores and encourages our dual identity of receptocle of the gospel and resowrce
for the gospel with two metaphors: “jars of day™ and "body of Christ."s®

People. Jars of day. Cracked pots.® Common, ordinary Christians. Sometimes wayward
sheep. Helping other cracked pots and wayward sheep. Even lost sheep. This is relational ministry
as assigned by our relational God, who never removes himself from the relationship just as the head
never decides to refuse its body as junk or even recycle it for another. Neither does God remove the

“T*Than John gave this testimony: °l saw the Spirit come dewn from heaven as a dove and remain on him. [ woukd not
hiave ko him, except that the ope who seat nse to baptize with water told me, “The osan on whon you see the Splt
coame dovwn and remain is e who willl baptize with the Holy Spict” | have seen and | testify that this is the Son of God™

hn 1:32.34].
ml‘ﬂy command is this: Love each ather as | have loved wou. This ks my commeand : Lowe each ather™ ([chn 153217
Samlwicled betwesn these commands Fron Jesus be as about the ultimate Aelf@lment of Tis law is the ultimate filfllnent
of hia gespel for us and fn us *Greater bove has no one than thiz, that he Tay down hiz life fer his friends. Yoo are my friends
wew did not chaese me, but | chose you and appainted you toge and bear froit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will
E,""E v whatever you ask in my namea” [15:13,14,16).

2 Corinthians 4:7, "We have this treasurce in jars of clay to show that this all-=surpassing power is from God and not from
us" Paul's words emphasize the homanity—the “earthen® dimensions—of congregations. Alao, i is clear that
congragations often do ohsoure rather than reveal God by their behavion yet Paul’s words suggest that it is through these
human qualities—a congregation's lifs together and its witness in the world —that God's extrmordinany power is visible
and experbienced, [n thelr very humankty, congregations are revelatory agents=—for good or for 01,0 addition to the olay
far meetaphor in his correspondence with the church at Corinth, Faul also referred to the Cornthian congregation as the
“bedy of Chelst” (1 Cor, 1£27) Thiz = an equally extraordinary claim: that i the commen Hfe and witness of these guite
crdinary and often warward Christians at Corinth, Christ was present, They were not simply Christ's emissaries ar
representatives, but his very body, charged with continuing hils minkstoe., (Carredl, Jackson W, God's Potters: Pestorn)
Lenderskip and bie Shaping of Congregations, Gramnd Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Compang, 2006, 2,11)
= Thanks vo Pagtor [im Radlofl for teaching me this verm aarly in my minstey, theagh Fm not sure if he wanted me o
learn it more as adescription of athers or myself, | have & hunch that "'m a better pastor and person when | realioe i is
bath.
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responsibaliny e places on usand D ows o care for peopde, which i Eght of his caring ler ws dvigely

hecomes less of a bugy barden and more of an affectionate agape bove, Just recall some of the terms
af endearment spilling nut of the hearts af the nspired authors of Scrpture ta the peoplde they care
about—Eriends, birotlers, saiits, o dear children, companion, beloved, Fellvw servant, and mmore,

e oaf the mose dedightful expressinns of peaple caring for penple in the Rible i< Paal's
writing 1o his beloved Thessalonians “We were geatle among you, like a mather caring for her little
chldren, We loved vouw 2o much that we were delighted to share with you not oaly the pospel of od
hat our lves as wiell, hemuse you had become so dear toes” (1 Thessbomtans 2:7 8]

o “We bmeed you snomsch,” am ietensity aof affection amd attraction, the Greek word was ance
dizvoversd vn the grave stuoe uf @ child a5 an insoription of the parents” deep yearnimg™
#  “Toshare,” is the giving of something with which voe retains a part and the other receives o

part 5o that fey relates

o “Owr vawn bnees,” literally, “vur own souls ™9 soul sheanng is part of guspel sbariny in

relatiomal minkstey

"We dealt with esch of you as a father deals with his own children, encouraging, combarting, and
urginge you to live Uves worthy of Ged, W hen we were tarn savay Eroen you for a short time (in
person, not in theugit), cut of aur intense loeging we made every cffort tn sec pow.. May the Lord
meake vour lonee ineresse apd vverflow fur esch other and for everyone else, just as ours does for
vou® [2:11,12,17; 3:12]. This is far from transsctional, procedure-diiven, busy- busy minisory that
nuts nrganfratianal agenda first. This is a Inve-hased caring for snaols. Dines my church Inok: like this?

D= my synod ok like this? Do [7 In some ways with sume
people, yed, ln other ways with other people, not so much
Lametimmes |ana just way boe mportant i oy own cpes,

Al the end ol tse day in ey church and synod, the
inwisible chnrch marches an and pinlsters in the sphers of
and in step with—not separate from—the visible churche Ty
things. Therebore, people matter, Jaln the Baptist knew that,
5o hie dressed and ate and preached and baptized
appropriately far bas onnbest in his style with his gifts, ahways
podnting to the Lamb of God Always preparing the way, "The
whinle [ndean countrpside amd all the people of |erusalemn
wenl out b him” [Mark 1:5]. Amd through him they found the
Messiali

REFLECT AND RESOLVE
“Nrw ahout bratherly love ... dosn
more amd more” | 1 Thessalonians
+:2,10). Heber to Appendix B on p.
3% of they esay. After reflecting vn
s epcouragenent wiite your

kenword (5] here:

Relational means of grace ministry

The Pulpdt & Pew propect “mked poetors abowt 3 pumber of daily prublems that they Gave;
the oie that they reported as their greatest challenge was reacling people with the gospel in
today’s world. Seventy-for percent cverall sald that this was a prablem they faced on a day-to-day
hasl=."155 Thix satistc suppartively supgests the relevance of an essay at a gynnd coneention aboot

relstional mesns of grece ministry.

'.mm
_'uﬂnﬁh.u.

b |
# [Carmall 208, 52
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Want 1o relate to the child in vour classeooin with ADTIT Start wheee you are aod wilh wisat
yau have, espectally the love of [esis that eombes bedaeen toes, See yourself as the chlld's servant
rather than master. Confinee with snme research of your cwn, and partmer yoar care for snals with
an AU professional You don't bave to be the expert, Get nsore information Brom e student and
his or her parents than fram the Infernet, Live the gospel, Share the gospel. Twao thines

Mot sure howy to get your leadership on baard with member ministry that takes owhership

of the chiurch's misston and doesn’ rely on the pastor do to everything? Stemt where pou are and
with what you hanee, espocially the lowve of |esus that gets up from the tasty meal and takes op the

towel Show servant leader<hip by believing in Chrst and in his love that empowers and equips

believers 2= Trust these partners in the pospel™ to do minlstry ftting the chareh’s misstion with
their gifts and tinefr ideas their w3 —yes, get nut of the way; go goifing, volunteer at the police

depuriment, Hind some friends whe aren’t pastors oe members or WELS, take a reading retreat ar g
suruly needed vacation, aad stop simothering the universal peiesthoed with well-nssaniag
micromanagement, Give peaple [and fellow called workors af your congregation and arouand our
symi]) tloe pertdshon o ey, and the Courageous grace to Bl lorward ©F Continwe with some
research of your pwm. Sty the Scriphures. Grow together with yoar keaders and admit you don't
hawe all the answers amd will accept snme of thetrs 8 Live the gospel Share the pospel. Twn truths.
That's relativoal meuns of grave ministry.

Whien it came to relating tn peaple and caring for thear snals, [eswes vwas angthing hat
cantralling or rasactiosal, Jesus was the model soul shepherd in his dealings with people. e met
them where they were, invited cholee, agked probing questions, was scandalously Incluabve, dealt
with cach person umiquely and individually, spake in ordinary lampgoage, demonstrated o holistic
respect for the cdlose relationship of body amd soul, mvited engogement not pasive receptivity, aml
gave himmsell not just advice. ™ [esus was, and still s, oo velational Savior, in e with the present

& [Carpall 305G Puipit & Pew =0 magor research project whess pemose i b descrbe ag compreh ensively as possible
the ste of Protessant and Catholic pastoral leadership inthe U5 What ame the (rends, and what Emues do clergy BoeT
The project planpems be conbribube b an understanding of ecellent pestoral basde rsiop and o it can be calied ok and
snyassivedl Il mberabenBep Db nies ity Dieinity Sclenl, fhe preee i sippeeted by g g fmanibe LTy RBabeyoen,
N, ooy Tt ey i nlod el O, S WPy DS Tl ] gl Y, (Edimci™s el ]

Ten resournchi nepsts ared Seven beolis nodate what haas becs Rarned The L0 sopors, plies o nesiber of armeshes on wairks-is
ool cs. are gvaliabl e 2k noe oot from S Prdst 4 Pow welbs [Ds | e puip Epndre=ye dikeesdn 1 or from Palpl § Pose. Deke
Linirecisiny Dy S baoenel, Boors SRR Diaelidmn. MO 2T, T e boies biossbes Doseiesisd, o Cathid i paicsts |Hoge 3302
and Hoge and 'Wenger 2003] and were peblishsd by Linrgkcel Press Incoapecathanwith the Meckonal Federatiom of
Priest=" Coper s Willam B Eerdmans Publishing Compary is pubdishing the remainieg fve hookes 2= 2 Paipe.t Pew
series, In 2dd Ricn sothis book. they miclude a study of e rgr whe bave left the pastoral milsls tor efth e o tag e another
type of shasrh-relabsd poadiion or o |enre rimisicr sliogether [llope 2ad Wepger 2005]; & shody epording i -depsk

miv el wilh v sk alenl Tew vy snl hai compragaiae seek Reeapage in pehlie minedn in theis s
communikies [(Coastangine 20055 p thealogaeal reflectson on the meanisg of sxcellence = minisiey (Jones and Armetrong
2006]; [Preliee Tiesdenle i) sl e hiday of pesioeal asderdp m Aneren (B Breoks '|||'Il'l-'|||._ll.-'i"L

o [Vhil ppiares 1=5, " Esing conldesr of ther dhat e who bigan s goed week in pou will 2aery € on 1o comgletien. "
 hd ppiares 1=4,5 % ] abeaye pray weith juy S we ul your perbssarship in the gusgsl. "

&% Pha Bppkaines 1=00, .. o shait ok nisey D sbibe so decdarnwhar & est..”

& phdipplans 1-04. "Because of sy chalns. mosk ol 8 brothers Inihe Lond ks beesenocuragod 16 speal S waed of
G more coprageoedy sad fearkssiy”

* Philipplane 125, 1wl cans mee with all af you foryoar progress and Jox inthe b ®

N[ Hapner 1954, I7,04; 3 partbl letieg here, Saethe complete bt in Appendis Oop 35 of shis esspy A fewenf these conld
use better esplarmtien F et scrigturel sepport]
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situation and faith and Scripture. The Pharisees, in their technical world that banked on
institutional and transactional attempts to get rght with God, hated that.”2

Thomas C. Oden, in Care of Souls fre the Clessic Tradition, "chooses to illustrate his point by
discussing the most influential single author on pastoral care in the history of the church— Gregory
the Great, who was Bishop of Rome from AD. 540-604. Gregory™s Baok of Pastoral Rule 1s the single
most widely read book, outside the Eible itself, ever written on the subject of pastoral care.” While
wie might debate the "most influentlal single author” compliment for Gregory, Oden does us a favor
by connecting Gregory's pastoral care to Augusting, “a brilliant pastor at work showing..a wise
contextual pastoral care."* He continues by describing what contextual meant for Gregory.

Each pastoral case requires varkable response,.. Gregory’s most influential assutmption is that
no b Easioral cases are to be handled in precisely the same way. Each requires a response
pauged to the specific contours of the situation. Gregory calls the pastor o be keenly
attentive i these contextual peculiarities, fine nuances, and ever-changing emolive gualities
rather than fatly applying vigid norms without listening o the situation. ™

That sounds like a lot of work, and it 1s. Messy work, like trying to famble through cultivating a
friendship with a homeless man, Or one of my pastor friends who, instead of sending a form letter
(or even a letter for that matter) brought the means of grace to an inactive member by personally
visiting his farm, accompanying him to the harn, and learning how to milk cows. Now he's baling
hay, too, and through this relational ministry his visits live the gospel, share the gospel, and care for
souls. "Rejoice with me; | have found my lost sheep!” (Luke 15:6).

The messiness of black Florshelm wingtips that now need polishing for Sunday is kibbles
and hits compared to the inner turmoil when it comes to relational ministry. One of my favorite
church cartoons speaks volumes in only bwo pictured frames. [n the first, a pastor studiously sits In
front of a pile of books with pen in hand, and the cloud of his thought says, I should be making
visits." In the second frame, the same pastor 1s sitting next to a homebound woman on her floral
print sofa with Bible in hand and cat nestled at his teet, thinking, *T should be working on my
sermon.” Satan, | decry thee! Leave me alone! Let ministry be straightforward and easy. Then again,
whao says this comes from Satan? The Pharisees saw the mess Jesus was making of their
institutionalized religion and thought he came from Satan. 7 Not true. The God of salvation
explained to skeptical Ananias how he'd work through the mess of dratting the murderous Saul:
“This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before
the people of Israel. 1 will show him how much he must suffer for my name” (Acts 9:15,10). Paul's
thorm, his chains, and his shameful past all made his ministry a mess—as catalysts for the kingdom
thar captured him and for which he fought to the end.

Embrace the mess, brother, Christ is in it with yow. Don't be afraid of the buming bush that
makes you wonder it you should be a shepherd or a rancher. Don't be afraid of the other side of the
boat when the fish aren’t biting on your side. Don't be afraid of reductions in numbers that make
you make difficult decisions you don't want to make. Don't be afraid of how to divide your attention

T2 "¥ou hypocrites! Deesn't each of wou on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall asd bead it owt to give it
water?” [Luke 1 3:15] “The Sabbath was made for nan, pot man for the Sabbath, So the Sonof Man s Loed even of the
Sakthath,, Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians bow they might kill [esus® (Mark
2:27 28 3:4).

T [({len Ig:ilﬂd-. 2,14, The author s=eks “to avoid three stumbling bicdks: 1] an antibistorical view of pastorml theology; 2
an antipastoral approach to historical theology; and 3) an antitheological style of pastoral care” 13)

3 [den 1984, 55)

™0t Ia by the prince of demons that le drives out demons” [Mattlew 9:34],
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erwesen D= Faithful 90 and the ome who i Lost, Dot be alraid of asking questons. Den't Be alraid

of unknown answers, Don't b afrald of the wind and the waves, cent by hesen's bresth—your
Savioris there, “Take courage! It i 1. Dion't be afradd.. Come”™ [Matthew 14:27,29). These are not
earsily resolved conflicts for enpbodied soals, for saints with both Besh..apd freedom

“Snmehndy ance asked Gregney of Nazianems a question. He replied, “Twould rmather ansver
thiat ome in the pulpit. ™ The chancel is <o safe, The palpit is so objective, and it should be no other
way, at beast in that place. With the post-service walk to the narthex, however, the objective collides
with the subjoctive, and wie pastors encmunter real people. Teachers spend the day inthe classronm
proveeding throngh plasmed lessons and & schedule strwctured by beldls and procedures, Then after
schaol 1t rete more Wtere sting, Then they see Brock behind schonl kissing Emily, and an angry mom
needs tnvent, and covenrkers need tobe manaped differently. We hove honed awr skilks for means

wl prave ministry that lovuses on pestural dtes, swchoas foumld in the litangy of vur worship that we
periermn feam the chamced, and on corporabe arpanization such as found in a teacher's classroom,
Wi harve alzo honed owr sldlls for means of gmee manistry mvisitation amd counscling, outside of
the pailpit and claseroonn, Soimewlsere between public rites and private meetings, such 45 in the
narthex and the halhway, the parking lof and the Bealky loange, the charch commuanity and aur oam
netghbarhnod, we find everpday opportundties for means of grace ministry, not as moneced o
rites as to rebstiovnships, As we nua explore both eovironments, they will shed light on relational
muingsiey practices that care bor souls.

Relational ministry practices?’

o] willing, by the time of our 615t biennial synod comeentson, the WELS Mutional
Conference onWordhip, Music, and the Arts will bave successfully served at least ansther 1,000

participants, “Since 1996, confercnces have been hold every three years and infercst has grosn
with mare than 1,000 peaple benefitting fraom each event, Interest in good worship Inpovatian
Combinees 1B WELS as does the peed for both sobid thealozical and crestive perspectives™
Theodogy blends with creativity in our worship education, developing ourworship leaders,
muusicins, vucalists, and artists to better serve embodied svals with the meuny of greoe. Eut alas,
music irself ks pot the means of grace; nefther are felt banpers o pacaments, for that msatter. Yet

they cerve amdd support the means of grace, g0 we do well to pay attentlon o them, to ehady them,
and to educate vurselves in their theoloyical amd creative usve.

Relational minlstry and 185 practice is nod, in itsclE the means of grace, When we valuc
people and treat them with interest, it doesn't save their souls amy meore than a three-year-old
[posursding o the piar saves souls, We would oot speak of Dale Carnegie a< a Seplsorger. Nedther

shondlid we be satisf ed neglecting the impact of relatlomal rinlstry as serving and supporting the
guspel ™ just like masic, Called workers who develup their people skills throagh esrdy traming ancd
litelomg learming ave better equipped to care for soals, even as they are better equipped fo cane for

& Lwrnald G MieEr, e i 1k Hosth Grend Hapid s Baier ook Bouss, 1954, 8T Unntesd by Bupene H Petersan A
Emvocbh Stoner for Pastornl (Fork. Grand Fapkds Wilam L Cerdmans Publishing <o, 1084, 05,

™ Thesc relat ol minkrry practioes will b much fumber cxpandcsd lor practical oppllcatdon In thls csanfs

weccm panping Bisles ludy Lo B podted un Copssad, WELS D rasl G calBed woo devey ored cosgnag el ivnal Teeeds es, By LU
ard of Aurguest (T Sty bvg 1e 0 ef f COunT- e sl poeg L

™ byt § Svewrr e ks et oS- CRTIE v s { i oanl v st ip- oot e o

** Kepnesh Haug k. fomnder of Stephen Mintsrizs. belieees that "sducation offered inchurches ad other religious
5t o e doees ot ol wars satksfye the mesd for oeoid edpe that will semee poa weell Bncaring for ochers” [Renneth
I-Il:rlﬁd-: arsd William | Mesay, Christian Coragidng A W af L famdors Saide, Mimeapclis Augstomg Foslishing House,
191 145
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souls because they have learned how to present a religion lesson or preach a text. Church members
wha, with theology and creativity, evaluate the systems of their congregation with a concern that
peaple matter, are better equipped to care for souls. We need education in God’s gifts of relating to
people as much as we need education in God's gifts of directing a choir or decorating a chancel.

As Lutherans, we thank God for clear teaching on the inherent power of the means. We know
all groneth in faith and povwer for sanctified living comes only by the power of the Spicit in
the gospel. Dur knowledge, skill, and abilitics cannot in themselves comvert an unbeliever or
sirengthen a single child of God.

Bt right there we must be carefal that we don't deaw an unbiblical conelusion that veould
actually make us quite imbalanced in our theology and approach 1o ministry, Twill use an
analogy from the Apostles” Creed. We want a full three article approach to ministry..We use
First Article gifts, to proclaim Second Article truths, with Third Articke confidence. The
pospel and the means of grace, the Second and Third Articles, stand in magisterial position
within the church. The gifts of the First Article stand in a ministerial position to the gospel
and the means...

There is room in the minisire Eemany amd varied sets of First Aricle gifis &

Relational ministry employs First, Second, and Third Article gifts to care for embodied souls. Below
are some practices in areas where we might consider developing skills in First Article gifts that care
tor souls by relational means of grace ministry. The list is not exhaustive by any means, but simply
malkes a start at identifying areas of opportunity for attention.

Mutuality

A relationship can be a professional one, such as a teacher and student or doctor and patient
and, when so, the redprocity of knowing, learning, and growing is disproportionate, “A student is
not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” [Matthew 10:24). This professionalism has
its place in the secular world as well as the church, The principal dude is not the students’ big
buddy. Then again, the president of Martin Luther College gets two days of exercise each year
carrying boxes of shoes, clothes, maybe some hools, and making acqualntances, maybe some
friends. I have worked slde by side with two veteran pastors who have taught me the Importance of
being real and having fun with members of the congregation both at and away from church, and T
have caught what [ was taught: When people have “learned to know [thelr pastor] as a friend who
talees personal interest in them, it will be much easier for them to accept his ministrations in a time
of trial, or to go to him for help when a problem arises in their personal life... [and] will serve to
build up the member’s confidence and make him more ready to speak of what is in his heart." The
mutuality of a personal relationship brings dividends of blessings for both parties® "You are thoge
wha have stood by me in my trials,” {Luke 22:28) the Son of God thanked his disciples for their
companionship and care,

B [Gurgel, Blchard. *Fan Into Flame (Your Faith and) the Gift of Goed! A Call to Grow for Brothers and Sksters in the Public
Ministry.” 2009, 12,13]

gL A W Schuetze and L |. Habeck, 1974, 141,144

82 Spmetimes the one considered the prolessional or the expert is the one whe benefits, grows, and learns even more. |
wiander i a day goes by when a kindergamen teacher doesn't learn sometlsing fecin the litle Lambs under her cape.
Ranniz, my hemebass friond, brings jow, appreciation, and growth toe my 1fe and minstry, opening my wodd to
explorations othenvise unknown. By mutuality e relational minlstry we fnd oursalves cared for
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Mo, b their vocation of thedr call iato Hee public mnstey, parents asd clilldren do ot stang
oy el foating nedther do feachers and students or clergy and laity, Yef the Hible's metaphor for a
nastar s nat king hut shepherd, whnse infloence 15 rarely coercive. “Nat that we lord 1t pver ynar
Faith, but we work with you for your joy," tee apostle assured the Chiristias in Corinth (2
Corinthians 1:23), crploying rartaality in caring for sauls.

Paciiis saen |ive: lim thaer cpeacoes com Dy of thee eoginuant and bean Gamiliar e itk all
the prgbeamd their diakects, ke cocry nonk and cranesy in the bndscape —aat mendy he
informed absed them asa tomr guide might but at exse among them as ose wha bas gronen
up there, plaging in the mountains and working inthe fieldy, Bling in and ot of ke, geiting
bt angl gt tisg sl 10 is no sy thing senluring oul ol our 2ogy Small- minded religeus
[k e Lan gt i cffendismcd, sbring Elae cocsme suce gt of o proksssinnally
cestamed lives. 5

The mutuality of relational ministry ksd ity plaoe sven among
me clinrch fatlvers ke Avgustine, who soce told his congregation in
Uik of pecple or groupe in your Hipipe, “For you | am & bishop; with you | am a Christian,
Gre, wh in furm can care for you. Caring for snuls is mot something we always do o people, nften
List two of them whove relationship {5 iy wmething we do with them

vl conild devedop nsore closely in

manths ahead, for mitaal bessings. | gathan's appeoach to the scandalous King David demonstrated
1] enurbuality. *T sabd, T will contess my traRspres<ions to the

2 Lono'—aned you forpmyve Bhe mollt of noy gin® (1'sabm 22:5], How

the: kinpdam of Giod benefits when open dialgue®s at chorch
wounuil, school board, faculty, and o host of other meetimgs become s expected & the culbure of the
arganization, led by the pastor or principal. "What you bave to say b mportant, Yoo are a valuable
combribator,” And that macans listenng =

Listening

My 19-year-ald son amd [ met o sildesperson and when we were walking sy, asked him,
“Dha o rearerabet ber Baame?”

egh. oo think it's FKim."”

B [ Pt prstem, Ergrow B Werkuogy tbe Avg o The Sfepe n) Paateeed dafagrity O sl Fagals: Willlom B Banloam
Publhim S, 177, 57

M smeher. Edward L Angustive o jdavior hashdle 0 & 11 Pehiishing Groop, 2008 222

P Wy brtheet hiies P iesoon's deecascaed Tves ind miisingg ormes §hasse esatcbeed him icspoiid o miech nois geos iy b
heakh care profesionals who come neac, come chose, and come down whers he & skting (especialy berzuse be 5 hand of
hearing], Doctors and purses pheing him esen a srall doss of st ity make afl the 8 Berenee, During fhat moment he
can better hear them aad be sare thet he s being heand. 5o the exchange beneeen the oo parties multipli=s it=
dimenskons ol undersending The dislogee that takes place s thess ciroumstances diffe res preesty from the short apsweers
anl smamnel epesd ko il herwise Gemine, sapressive ke ® s meee Than slvies girmg, infiirnedion e doegp, e e
commrunication of pomesking sl resdy keoven. Propeciy undersined, d ologee is expleation sed disgoeery threugh
rurreralicnsl e e el L gshared nepiry Dhal el Lo ineneese amemssess, nderdaeding, vml issdighl”

[ Besine 0998 L31)

B Torune iy eimares o L swoul, Kl ralune, s pray Tue God s il of deasmummn. L Johin Chrpsuslom v avery
i B 5 Do bl g et s o onsmod ] wsetfi oals [ o el g wrinth Geond's) bty b ol oy 0 ] i rocd i g
peetars. The shephord nocds great wisdom oed o thoesnnd cyes, bosxnmine the soul's conditkn from cse oy angle’ .. Tae
peehor must first 1Een bethe =00l before be can mineter to the soul, Since the condiRiomaf the sond ts dischosed primarily
by the heart. el physkelan of the soul must polish chelr Ibealing skifls: they mast b=arn tolsten not mershy with
their 2arr bt with Seir haarty, Fatthfel pastoral cere of the soul stk whes ome haprt & Eciosas k=2l o ancther baari—
then the kealing minkst ratio e of Sod s Word and Sacrame nis may be most efecitvely apglied” [Senkbed, 540
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“Himie. 1 thimk 11e, syvell, 1F starts with an 'm,™ It was Melissa, bof that really didn't cot 1018 1°d
greeted her, “Hi Mmmm."” My son and [ agreed we needed tnowark on remembering the names of
people we meet ™ 15 kind, courtesas, asd expresses
DEMONSTRATE ynur istening | MFerest. Mom abways tobd me we shonld listen bwice as much
shalls! Greet your neighbar, the one as we speak herawse God gave us hwo ears and one mouth.
}mnlﬂuheh:ln“hm-ud 1 (ne local bank boasts an a billboard, "Troaically our tellers

, ! are Ereat lsteners,” |ammes urges us to be "quick to listen,
e Tl T Bt sl to spreak” (James 1:19). Listening nat onhy allows us to

Eiﬁlﬂw&mﬂmﬁﬂm better understand and evaluate, bat it alse offers significance
Aot ﬂﬂ}nﬁm e b Ehee o wwhio s speaking. = That person matters, “Tell nee

moreabout " *How's it going with 7 Then
whatever we bear can make o diferenve in approaching that person with care relevant to his or ber
needs mere than our assumplions "o pot bet any urnwbislesoone tall come oub of your mowths, but

anly what i5 helpful for building others up accarding to their necds, that it may hencfit those whi
listen” (Ephesians 4:29), Havold Senkbeil reters (o this type of listening a5 "spiritual evaluation,”

supporting & means of arace mindstry.

Shorfical chvants ane indispercad e for plivsiciarns of the hody, Plysicins of tee soul anc
interested D the hissory of the soul's care as woll_vo discover what spirinal allmenis anrc
chronic im this soul, what pressing temptations of the devil. word, or flesh are impinging om

the sonl’s kealth, and what Goid bas been doing about it Spiriteal evaluation s best
wrndirsioad as & P sl prisesess. Fies, e oo sesbis oo snderstanmd dhe presenting

spmpitces in view of the eecrall health of the snul. Horwever, the pasing who lsres that the
sakc remody for sin is the forglvencss of sins will soc this stage &5 morely preliminary. The
beart and center of the care of the soal 15 the absolution of the sineer in the nameof Jems
Chriss®

Tl mieteenth-ceniury Freoch cindcian Laensec used o say (o bis studenis: "Listen, lsten to your
patient! He ks piving you the digmosis” Lasnnec was A good physiclan. He invented the
stethoscope. ™ (me wanders what trouhle cnuld have been spared iF|oh's fends or ymang [nseph’s
hrothers would benee done 4 ligtle more listening. [€isn't eavy, ay this sdmuonition suggests:

Far l=armiiss are mirs i peslant o Cha pastar Than te e when 1o kep Silent and sihein
ti ezl Twn equal dargieie nigan b avoided: aither cpeaking wihiar choubd ke ket onspeokon
oo il 1o speak whiat must he spoben The uestor nigst &b tises be B e hell —am oppen,

T Later, o & wedding rehearsal | metwith a delightfol indign cooplie and sheir frmibe and ivkends. & roomiul of b
shinresd, black-baired strenpers, and related the epe i nee —oompl et e with pares—ta myewile, Thangarap Adiya
Shanmupmundaram Now, wipr ool | reme mber mulitphe brd bin nsses = strange in my Amerkcan ingoe bot rat

“Welkan™T Fe e | kiew | nsaled b poy sBeainm sml sk Tard in onlecin presimacs Their nmmes coerect |y, ik
Malizsa, | wis Chinkisg et abear bssiw I coumner ba e high priza and company Do, e poginsg allesion aed
Lrealiomg berr e m peranjusl o e ilics Ual mes geligg nomy wey

L e o o oot e 1 i o ol e i el 1y b i thc™s reficarsing in our misd wiisg wa'oe goisg o
ey rewt while the obher persoa'’s mouth s movng and sounds pee droppmp o e oo ot like adking questine—
liwaal iy 1 puwesl ome—emn exllen lece mse one le e B esed dog osr apinkn noa sap smaby pmngh thel thealler pasos
EIEhT g el e, e Soave raation with o oesing WELS iai concar sl abaiil i Tesand & manede g o b rodex dvaech
Uner ernmn Bedal e U B i vl e Duresssd ol Ly sl iy rus sathur ities prosching al Bim sbout his pees B choaos, |
sibggatind thar eabor e aboo el 1o i (e, b Shecad b sk Bilim o oot cpaszstionss ared Deman for eafifle His isspoase
Wl s, W e el himgecstioa s and e nigg. D the ath o dioge 1 ceshied hims " Dan e wodl s that thioy don 't bolless ie
mfwek baptis mT* That's a kading questton "He who arswers before listesing—that 15 his foly and & shame” (Froverts
18:13]

w [eemkdteill TR HL)
= [ Pestersom, Sl Smeath Stenes Br Paslors! Work, 19000, (K]
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clear, ringing pablic wimess. Hut bells are iritating if rung incessantly. Hells are best heard
sparingly and a1 the wniquely fiting time, especially at special, celehratire tes

[n wownveling and dissmom discipline befone we offer forgivenes or ssre advioe too prematurely
Tor what s good for the soul, we peed only lsten and then maybe listen soose nyore, "0y, wihat
alied yom o thien?™ "Wy 15 that Inpartant o you™’ Participants made a discavery In our recent
friendship witnessing sessivn—they can become more conlident in their witnessing if they do a
Little work: Best o their listening skills and remind themaelves that they donT always peed foowin
thic argamacnt right off the bhat. Or even argue. Questions are pewerful, “The parttoslar skill which
needs tn be develnped is to disgnose jast what 'Wornd of Gnod the imdinvidual in a particular staatinn
needs and 1o be able to apply it in a manner which he will anderstand. ™ And mystery of mysteries,
the amniscient Son of Gad spent time in his Father's houge as a 12-year-okl among the temple
tesechiers “listening to them amd asking them guestions" [Luke 2:467.% Finally, the Bihle proomeses
that God even listens to us ™ I there a person or situation voo are pow cougeling to understand?
Gt B fenioy el arpprectate the peogle for whiom o care,
[isten to themy, “albmwing the snul to unborden itselfin the LEARN

presenve of sumevar whose cane surpasses mere buman dentify & person
compassion.. Such spirttual listening thercfore tanscends mmim@;mm
empatiny: the goal & o evaluate the edth of the sool and s can cormit T new amd

o provide such mulrbents and cues & its makadies ey Improved ,

sianect, "™ Then s peak what be or she ar they need to hear, s
remembering what helievers need to hear—=yes, like o
hear—must of all Thedr Savior™s voicoe ™

Spirtual conversations

We might he sarprised that CFW. Walther, cur champlan of distinmaiching behseen law
and gnspel in means of grace minestry, especlally in preaching, adhises pastors, “Ton't preach.” He
umlerstood kst preachang is mot the essence of muinistry bt o form of it. The essence of ministry is
the gospel, which i e means of grace in Word and sacraments, The twin doctiines of ke ad
gnspel deserve puhlication far beynnd the pulpit. Therefore, in his texthnok of pastaral theology
when instructing semisary stadents about visiting the sick, Walther said af the pastar, "Give the
patient the necessary spiritoal pourishment in & corversational, not & sermoenle, way: especially
that he nat preach much to the severcly 1L and, IF they are in great pain, that he impress on them
unly passsgey of holy Seripture with short applications and suitible hyma verse, pausing from

threee 1o Tinee, atd praying with shoet, eartbelr sighs, " Pagtors love bogpital visits becanse we stated
hefare a captive audience, but Walther says syve the sermon for the pulpit. There is oppertunity

here for dislugae, fur a two-wary spinitual conversation in g ganden where God i working, pruning,
cleaning, loving, How mamy of these monments of pastor-with-people-in-ciisis present themselves
for relatbonal mingstry? Hired hands might sigh, “Teo many?™ Shepherds would muse, “Not cnough,”

A [den 1004, 64

“ AW Srhes ber mal L L Halwck 1974, 1440

G bmanstiar ned of robs reeesiaal. Uhe Jaly CAdeguen 2011 aditionsd Frageh che Word mawslemar (Yol 14 Ko &) guldiehad
e e WELS Cormssias ben oo Waership ard sdital by Mreoll [h Gamgel luceas ap proschan lismimg (o s hearars

b el o o B e

" The righnoes vy out, i e Loeo-hoars them: he Seliveees e rom oll thelr oroptes” (Paalm 24:17].

= [ceaktell ZR1. 2

="y shesep lstEn 1o my wokos: mow them gmd shey fol b me” [lohn 103270

;'ﬂ[;l:-'-sllhz‘r.':;l-"-'l'ﬂmm Lytieren Pasarsd Thenbsge Drickamer: lohn.ed. New Heven MU Lotherss Mewes Inc, 1945
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David Benner agrees with the "not enough,” and describes these occasional ministry
moments as “episodic pastoral care.” Perhaps a bit too critically he worries about members of the
visible church who receive pastoral care only at church or when sick or dying, “Is it any wonder that
they feel the church has little relevance to the inner life of their soul?™® With advances in medical
care, sick members sometimes sneak in and out of the hospital before pastors know it or can
respond, or they find home treatment just as effective, This presents fewer opportunities for
pastoral visitation, *

Rather than congregations asking the Lord of the church to strike a few members each week
with some kind of plague or other malady—not serious enough to be fatal but serious enough to
hospitalize them long enough for a caring visit where the pastor can enjoy an extended, personal
conversation with them—a hetter option might be to engage similar spiritual conversations in
other moments. An e-mail, “Pastor, we had our baby.” A phone call, “Miss Schultz, Tyler's having
some issues at home and won’t be at school until lunch today.” The small talk with parents after
Sunday schoal or in the hallway, small talk with leaders before the elders meeting, even at the
grocery store bumping into the person who sits In the fourth pew, left side every Sunday. Most
people, most of the time, are not in crisis mode. Rather than creating a crisis, we can enter the
everyday and bring the means of grace there In splritual conversations. Pastors can do this.
Teachers can do this, Normal people can do this. At church. At school. At the ball zame.

Current parish life seems i have pasiors so busy running the organizational structure of the
congregation that they have lttle energy to devote to spiritual care. Consequently,
parishloners have learned to seelk out thelr pastors only in great emergencies, usually
prefacing their contact with: “Pastor, | know yon'ne basy, bat.,.” Whar follows is usnally a
reguest for counsel or advice in dealing with a difficult sitaation.

Fastors who take seriously thelr responsibility for soulcure will find that opporianities
present themselves at every turn: in teaching, preaching, catechesis, sick calls, and reguesis
forconnsel, Even mere requests for advice may present opportanities for spiritoal
conversation. Spiritual conversation can lead to instruction, Instruction to repentance, and
repentance may open the door to confession, absolution, and bealing, Spiritual care is not a
ome-time confrontation, The faithful Seefsonger follows the thread of the cure of the soul
throwgh esch and every contact with his parishioners throughout their lifetimes.

Likewise, the faithful pastor will find occasional opportunity for direct communication with
his parishicoers regarding spiritual evaluation and cure, Substantive changes in life vocation
[marriage, birth of a child, death of a parent or spouse, ete.], physical or mental lless,

hardship, success, and many other situations in life present unigue occasions 1o explore the
health and healing of the goul, 120

"Lord, how [ loathe the big issues,” a sentence Eugene Peterson copied from one of C5.
Lewis’ letters, touches on this truth 1 If there's one thing that exasperates spiritual shepherds, it is
our sheep not paying attention to the Good Shepherd until there's something big going on, and then
they've not trained their embodied souls to pay attention well. These are the parents who worship
on Christmas (and maybe Easter) because their kids are in the program. If you know such a person

“ [Benmer 1996, 19

# In fits section af sureey abowt time spent in pastoral visitation, the Puipit & Pew project discovered that o pastor's time
in wizitation declined sharply in recant hlstory, at least from the pastors’ wlewpaint, *from over ninetean hours [per weaek)
in 1934, to fourteen and a hall hours in 1954, o just over nine hours in 2000, Although pastors neary doubled their time
counseliieg berwesn 1954 and 2001, time spent in visitation dropped by over seven hours a week” [Carmoll 2006, 105)
L0 [Semkched 2001, 59,600

10 [Petarson, The Contarnphetive Paster 19849, 115)
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and he’s a farmer, go ask him to show you how to milk cows, If she runs a cute little corner coffee
café, change it up from Starbucks and spend your $3.75 and 30 minutes in relational means of grace
ministry. “The cure of souls is not a specialized form of ministry.. but is the essential pastoral work.
It is not a narrowing of pastoral work to its devotional aspects, but it is a way of life that uses
weekday tasks, encounters, and situations as the raw material for teaching prayver, developing faith,
and preparing for a good death.”™ " This is caring for souls not necessarily connected to traditional
church rites, and that's okay; both have their place in lfe and ministry.

Everyday small talk about God and spiritual comversations outside of worship or Bible study
trequent the Scriptures, mostly because the heroes of faith we find there operated no church
machinery like we do today as far as facilities, programs, and statf.!® [esus met people where they
were at with the language of parables.' We sometimes speak of teachable moments in the nurture
of our children. They present themselves so plainly sometimes, and in my experience it was often
only after [ missed the opportunity that | realized the open door [ just passed by, Yet this helped me
prepare better for the next teachable moment and pray for my Father to help me be more than a
“guality time” father but better an "all rhe time” father. Belng in the moment with people s
relational ministry that cares for souls, Find those moments. Bring Christ there. And don't leave too
S000.

Group care

The popularity of social networking on the Internet has multiplied such moments. The
recently launched WELS Facebool page is taking off and even surpassing the traditional WELS web
site in its popularity, ™ Group interactivity among friends—even Facebook friends—offers another
opportunity for relational means of grace ministry. Like this thread on the WELS Facebook page:

[Original post]): [ am very concerned for my salvation. | know that Jesus died on the cross to
forgive us our sins, however, many years ago [ committed adultery and got a divorce. | fear

19 [Peterson, The Contempiotive Pastor 1989, 59)

0% Hoay aften did Naah, that “preacher of rightesusness® (2 Pater 2:5), bring God to his workplace and from his workplace
in comversations white conspicuausly building the huge ark? The prophets preached both to public audiences bot also in
spiritual conversations of everpday moments with kings, widows, famy members, neighbors, amd seminarny students,
Paul didm’t need 8 visitor's hadga for his prison ministry becaso ba pessionately brovght Christ to wherever he
ancourtered people [during a comversation about witnessing | once heard someone suggest that we not only bring people
ta Christ but bring Christ to people],

194 Thye g mall talk and the everpday of spiriteal comersations (Hie parableg) need not dumb down the kingdom of Gaod
and the saving af souls. "Parables spund absolutely ardinary: casual stories about sail and seeds, meals and eoins and
shesep, bamdits and victivng, farmers and merchams. As people heand |esus tell these stories, they saw at onee that they
weren't about God, 30 there was nothing in them threatening their own soveralgnty, They relaged thelr defenzes, They
walleed away perplexed, wondering what they meant, the stories lodged in their imagination, And then, like a time bamb,
thenr wowld axpleds in thelr unprotected hearts An abyss opened up at their weny feat. He was talling about Gad: they
have been imvaded .. Parables aren’ illustretions that make things easien they make things harder by requiring the
exercise of par imaginatons, which Fwe aren't careful becomes the exercise of our faith.. Parables trust oar imagimtions,
which is to say, our faith. They don’t herd us paternalistically into a classroom where we gat things eaplained and
dingrammed. God does not impose his realiby from without; be grows Howers and Fruit from within God's truth is notan
altem Imvaslon but a loving courtshig Inwhich the detalls of our common Thves are treated as seeds” (Peterson, The
Conkferpiative Prstor, 19689, 32,33)

WE Thee WELS Facebook page, since i3 lawnch In May 2010, has ativacted S000 people who “like” it 5,000 of them are
active monthly users, and the majority of themare not called workers, Within the first few months of its introdection, the
WELS Facebook page had morve peopla Hige it than the Miweirkae fourral Senttesl (this has revarsed in recent months as
mil-size companies have takenup the Facebook craze) In May 2011 the WELS Facebook page connected to 28332 811 post
views (numiber of times anyone viewed a wall post, evan repeated views, amd views appearineg on a person's page] as
coampared bo 106,373 total visits to the WELS wabsite (including repeat visits] during the same pariod. (Hochmuch, |osl,
WELS Director af Communications, Interelew by Daron Lindemann, conversatbons during May/uane 2001
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that breaking one of God™s Ten Commandments is a sin punishable by damnation o hell,
Waould God forgive me for this sin?

[Comment]: I'm hanking on forgiveness

[Comment]): We all sin. All sins are punishable by damnation to bell. That's why Jesus died to
save 15 from our sins. ALL of our sins! The ten commandments [sic] didn't rate the
seriousness of our sins, break one, break them ALL,

[Comment]): Al have sinned and Eall short of the glory of God

[Comment]): And we are all forgiven by the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior [esus Christ. To
believe that we will be still punished for our sins is like doubiing God and the sacrifice Jesus
suffered for us...

[Comment]: forgiven [sic] through il .. o other way,
[Comment]): Forgiven by Christ sabvation no other way!

[Comment): | am Lutheran (ELCA). I wanted to say that | have also veondered if 1 am going to
Hell for my sins eventhough (sic] [ have repented (not adultery]. What [ read here brought
m peace. Thanks tomy Lutheran brothers and sisters, even from a different syood for the
reminders of God's merey and love

In God's creating activity only one thing on that sixth day prevented it from receiving God's
accolade of “good.” Aloneness. God solved that by creating a companion for Adam. The
companionship of another—whether in God's institution of marriage or in the friendships we
treasure—is a gift. Friendship blesses people in special ways not usually enjoved in other
relationships, especially professional relationships like pastors, teachers, and staff ministers,
Church professionals can think and act more relationally at given opportunities, and they can also
plan and promate groups where non-professionals can interact with each other in ways that draw
out the faith, hope, and love of Christians otherwise reserved in deference for the trained skills of
the professional. What many pastors and teachers have discovered about the organic interactivity
of peer partners and breakout groups in the cassroom setting for discussion, study, and projects
also applies to the wider relational ministry of the church. Groups help God's people grow and let
them shine, serving and being served, caring and being cared for, learning, and discovering that
Christ’s calling belongs not only to the professionals, Ministry is multiplied. And God saw that 1t was
good, 10

Christians are going to enjoy the fellowship of friendships. Why not capitalize on the eager
and organic nature of Christian friendships by creating more arenas for relational means of grace
ministry? More “one another-ness” that multiplies gospel ministry and cares for souls like the
Christians in the early church.197,

198 | the snme pamgraph where he mentions his “priestly duty,” Paul also empoweers the Romaon Christians, *1 myself am
conylnced, my brothers, that you yourselwes are full of geod ness, complete [n knowledge and competent to instruct ons
another” [Romsans 15:14) And Luther on relationships: “We see Cheist, wise is straggling with temptation inthe gardes,
look For comfort in the soclety of thres disciples (Matt 26400 When Paul sees brathren coming toward him [Acts 28;15],
the very sight of these revives his spint, and he feels comforted. Therefore solitude s o be avoided, We shoold long For
the soclety of people we know, especially in times of dangerows splritual troubles.. As for myself, | judge the loss of sll
one's possess ions easierto bear than the loss of o faithbd friend.” [Plass 1959, 1326.527)

17 *They devoted themsedves to the apostles” veaching amd vo the fellowship, wo the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everpone was filled with swe, and many wonders and mirsculoes signs were done by the apostles. AN the belimvers wore
together and had everpthing in commor Selling their possessions amd goods, they gave to anpone as he had need. Every
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Your may be called to serve some af the friiendliest BRAINSTORM

Chrstans, yet discover that being a friendly church i mice ot What groups currently exdst, whase
ot etough. Additiosally in soie cases, being a big church hasits | rolationships could provide a

henctits bat also its challenges, especially related bo Christians starting plive fur more imtentional
connecting in meanmgful frendships that extend means of grace imsans of grace ministry?
minkstry. Spend some time analyzing this challenge, studying the
Scriptures, researching the pros and cons of grouap minlstry What kdeas for group minkstry have
through reading a5 well s cvaluating group life in nther v had ar beand?

chirches, ard velating all of it 1o your local context. In what wayse

camn your charch or school Intentionalize relational minksry with
Froups e

Fastoral care

Mear puasing,

When vou were ondaimed indo the boly mimistry and installed to care for sonls in this
carngrogalman vae callee] s e Tl e Chiv D Shephend, Jesos Chees), He b ooe Sawboe md
yum reprssnl him pmong ws,

Wlven we call upon vou for greater bkeadership and act as if the seccess of the church resis on
your showlders, remerober your Shepherd, Jesus Christ, amd follow hime It sy seem thai
rclhang osan e demse o ithoat s desma s aml doesinen) heolership vk Bl vwhen il ixs
malleral nuriuee amd prsah ee Ui leck aver Vime, Uha servand is The meshel Boses el
Elijab coarme dowm T the mountsing aiie e sll Ceme deion b e B wich 4 What we il
mare than your greatness is your servanibood—patient and bovieg, Mesd and carieg. Hyou
aren't sure what this looks Hke in your ministoy or  you are dodeg 1f well, please ask ns. 'We
cane sl van amd v msisiey logeelher

Wihen weo cxport that you are respansible for gettieg things donc cifcerively in the
cangregation, remenober that people maner more than things. Be effective with peopde and
efficient with projects. Projects aren’t a5 urgent as we make them seer, and although they
Ferve dhesnllimees, Dhen (leen'l Bevens sombs Bikee pascpler i, Paasple malber

Wlheen wo comes bo vou with cur problems, cxpesting von to make thoe all bBeticr, before
diznosing solwtions or making everything olay, help us first see the grace of God operating
in owr byver Thisis the theology of the oross., [lelp us inourseakness see Chrsl as oer
slrenglh aml shiehl, pobering our lowhbes aml oor solfering as Savior esenin the =leem. Your
[ s el b ey Lhe chonds irinmphasl, sdving prohlemys sml calming ey wind aml
waes of whichwe arc afrald, b tocare for oar soals. Before resowing us, bowiih us And
bring esas Chrisy our only Savior.

Weleen v lowrk 1z o e all Uhe righi ansassers, mebae e G sl Galk, Gor opeem dledogee,
far spivirme] ooeersation, and for listening o us We dos't weamt you T have an answer for
cvery guestion, because it helps us scarch the Seripieres and secl the righteousess of God
as hix own people. It ghves us greater owmership of our Gith, our congregagion, and 1
mini=try. [t puts oy on the agenda, oo,

ol i iy ocTEE ] 1 e cogertheae iRl o] e ool e1E. Theay Tencdoo Disiad i theain Teostiis aod] ate sogadicr with glaed dd
sl cen bt 1, praksing God seed anf o g e Grvor of ol o pacpde And the Lond sdded m cheir nesibar didy thege who
i D figd S i At 220247

Seeappendix 0 on o5 forabaariplion of cur sepece e al Geses Lidbecsn Chond in Sl wea ke, W0 alilioeg 2 grog

strurture e relatinral micistny, Giher chorches kave also dose this,and in some weyes hetier, lene's cur ey,
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When the pressuves exerted on vour pastoral professionalistm begin hardening it into
ecclesiastical impersonalism, when you want to be more relational in vour means of grace
ministry but don’t know where to begin, twrn first to vour Lord. Spend more time with him—
personal fime, A closed room and safe place, just you and your Lord, with no ofher projects
or wortles. Nobody needing vou but rather you needing your Lord. Nobody calling you bat
vour Lord, who bid every one of his disciples, "Come,” hefore commanding them, *Go.” Learn
tor e more relational with your Lord, You matter to him, and tous, Then take time o he
relational cutside the day-to-day operations of this congregation, Develop friendships with
others. Enjoy hobbies. Eat and exercise because you are a person, not just a pastor. Stay
healthy and fit so that your First Article gifts can serve and support our Second and Third
Article ministry,

When yvour job becomes running the church from Sunday to Sunday with institutional dutles,
much like running a house where the to-do list grows as fast as the summer grass, practics
the virtue af building a home, not running a house, You're not the manager of the Lawn but
the caregiver of the family. Nurture us with the peaceful pastures of Christ's love. Lead us on
the paths of Clirist's righteousness by walking alongside of ng in a relationship. Hestore
souls, Comfort ws, The howse of the Lord is not a structure or a system bat a shepherd calling
the Good Shepherd's sheep closer, safer, farther. We are following.

Thank you for being our shepherd amd pastor,

Fagtors, more than encouragement from God’s people, consider encouragement from God's
Word in the spiritual leaders of the Scriptures who understood and practiced relational ministry to
embodied souls 1% Tt is okay to be people, after all.” With all that said, the person who matters
most in your pastoral ministry is vou, Understand that correctly, however, defined by Paul's words,

[ thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me fithful,
appeinting me to his service. Even though [ was once a blasphemer and a persecator and a
violent man, I was shown merey because Lacted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our
Lord was pourcd out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that ame in Christ Jesos,
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners—of whom [ am the worst. (1 Timothy 1:12-15)

1w Splomon's ruling intle cage of the protesting prostinates saved an innocent chibd bacange part of his God-given
wisdom was understanding human natura, and he applied it a5 leader of God's people (1 Kings 318-28) People matter,
Moses, after he learned from the teoror of marder thst be didn't need to be needed, benefisted from understanding his
nigd to be netwoerked, The peopla surrounding Moses —Miriam [Exodus 15:1,20,21]), Jetchrs (Excdus 18, and Aaron
{Exadus 4:14; 17:12}—filled in gaps, provided support, and equipped him to become a better leader. People matter,
Mordecai respected both the direction he saw for Gad's people and the decision of Esther as to her parsonal
participation Mo bullying. no crisis mode of laying guilt frips on her if she doesn™ get more invelved, His trnost i the work
of God wasn't reduced to depending on her [Esther 4:14]. People matter. Joseph could have divorced Mary and possibily
changed the setting of redemptive history, but hiz splritual leadership trusted In the Lord's word and took Into scoou nt
the Lard's work ambdst the messiness of human and diving, physical and spivitual (Matthew 1:18-25) Paople matter, Saul
wias made new Inconversien and became the pew guy on the team. but his past preceded him and “he tried to join the
discigles but they were all afraid of him, mot believing he really was o disciple” (Acts 92 6], Barnabas took a chance, tool
the rleen Christ st his word, and took Saul by the hand know ing that even big bows peed handholding onca ina while,
People matter. Saul took up the name Paul, neither ashamed of the gospel nor ignorant of the peaple to whom he
proclaimed its power for salvation Trapped in accusations &t 8 Sanhedrin assembly, Pasl demonstrated & working
Enomwledge of people and relationships by appesling to his belief in the resurvection. The Saddocess, who “say that there is
iy regurrectbon® [Acts 2348, protested so vebeme ntly that the men of the Sarhedrin turned on each other in debate,
raging imter & mob seene sa violent that the commander rescoed Paul People matter
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Pastors, who you are and how you see yourself as Christ Jesus our Lord sees you, saves you, and
strengthens you makes more of a difference in your pastoral calling than any other person. There is
only one you, Nohody else wears your fingerprints or carries your personality and gifts, Nobody
else, in your view, sins more. This focus of reality—of faith, really—is the foundation of relational
ministry, the interest in administering the means of grace to people who are no different than you
i their sins. And in their Savior, His abundant grace and love appoint you, your history, your
personality, your strengths and weaknesses, even your potential to the public ministry. You matter,
after all, Christ cares for your soul first before calling you to care for others, and when he calls you
he calls all of (who) you (are). Lead as a sheep, Follow as a shepherd.

Caring for souls: people matter

Today we have listened once again for that calling of Christ. In his promising shepherd’s
voice. At our dirty feet cleansed by his care-full living water, Throughout his ministry to all kinds of
people and “sinners.” And certainly on the cross where our shame found its end. The inspired Word
of God instrocted us that souls on this earth belong to bodies and bodies to souls, therefore when
we minister we do 5o to the whole person. The creating, redeeming, and sanctifyring work of God
gives and renews value to people—after all, God is relational himself and equips his children to be
relational in our love to him and others. The practices of relational means of grace ministry
sometimes indivectly support the gospel and sometimes directly serve people with the gospel, the
visible church striving to keep in step with the invisible church.

The means of grace enrich, equip, engage, empower, and encourage people, with pastoral
rites, and through personal relationships. And often both wonderfully at the same time,

Those cards just get in the way.

Cluttering his window sill next to his desk they try their best to remain standing on edge but
some of them are starting to curl and droop a little bit. That's okay. They may not look pretty, but
they mean a lot to him. He knocks them over when he reaches for his blinds and, not so bothered,
really, repositions them, appreciating the people they represent. The fine graphic images on the
front of the cards don’t catch his eye as much as the photos tucked lovingly inside a few of them,
photos of souls in his care. He can see them—smiling. The perfect rhyme and rhythm of the
professional poetry was a good read, but when he takes a peek at a few of the cards on a ditficult
day now and then, he re-reads the handwritten sentences, some of them in sloppy handwriting. The
design and poetry of Hallmark—uwell, anyone can buy that for a couple bucks, The relationships of
peaple, of souls to whom and with whom he ministers, these matter more. Even as they matter to
Christ, and his lowve, and his calling,

“Da as I have done for you .. You will be blessed,” Christ speaks with command and promise.
This is our calling.
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Appendix A - Caring for Souls: People Matter

Psalm 77:1-12

Identify the thinking, willing, and feeling of the author’s soul in this psalm by circling the words that
Indicate such. Mark each with a T for thinking, a W for willing, or an F for feeling.

1] cried out to God for help;
I cried out to God to hear me,
*When I was in distress, | sought the Lord;

at night I stretched out untiring hands
and my soul refused to be comforted.

| remembered you, O God, and [ groaned;
I muged, and my spirit grew faint.

+You kept my eves from closing;
1 was too troubled to speak.

3 | thought about the former days,
the years of long ago;

& | remembered my songs in the night,
My heart mused and my spirit inquired:

T “Will the Lord reject forever?
Will he never show his favor again?
& Has his unfailing love vanished forever?
Has his promise failed for all time?
* Has God forgotten to be merciful?
Has he in anger withheld his compassion?”

19 Then | thought, “To this [ will appeal:
the years of the right hand of the Most High."
11 ] will remember the deeds of the LorD;
yes, | will remember your miracles of long ago.
12 | will meditate on all vour works
and consider all your mighty deeds.
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Appendix B - Caring for Souls: People Matter

The balance between caring for the means of grace and caring for the people it saves and serves
challenges us. S0 does the balance between caring for the means of grace and for the people—
fellow called workers—administering it. [esus shepherds us here, too. Both Martin Franzmann and
Prof. Forrest Bivens urge our relational interests here, too, Caring synodically tor tellow pastors,
teachers, and staff ministers is also our calling,

Read and reflect on their encouragements below. First, consider Frangzmann's presentation of being
called to greatness. Then, turn the page and contemplate which of Brother Bivens' many resolves or
renewals is a battleground in your heart where you need the Spirit's work to fight off flesh, world,
and Satan. Be honest with yourself and take it home by transferring a key word or two from this
appendix to the text box on p. 18 of this essay, taking it with you to bring to God Later.

In a sermon on Luke 1:15, "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord,” Franzmann writes:

[ohn the Baptist is the only man in the New Testament who is called great in a
laudatory sense, except, of course, the Man Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. And
yet he of all men is totally unconcerned about any greatness of his own...What does
it lnok like, this greatness of John the Baptist, this Advent greatness?

It is marked, first of all, by a great and free independence. By throwing himself
whaolly upon God and upon His greater Coming One, and by depending completely
upon Him, John made himself free of everyone and everything else, He was free from
the passion for conformity to patterns. He broke them all. He broke the Judalc
pattern..he called men away from the settled sanctities of the temple and the
synagogues, from all thelr hallowed habituations, and called them Into the desert to
contront there the bare majesty of |[God]...

We with our awed respect for patterns, our passion for belonging, our avidity for
acceptance, our yvearning for the security of a certified mediocrity, our fear of
renouncing the majority. [t's nice to be normal, it’s nice to be accepted, it's nice to
belong...With independence comes that quality which we find hard to give a single
name to. The Bible calls it parrhesio, boldness, confidence, the courage for
antagonism, if you will. John..bade all Israel, without exception, all the pietists of
penance, all the hierarchy, evervbody, to put themselves on a level with the dirty
Gentlle and be washed with his Baptism of repentance unto the remission of sin.
Does this quite square with our idea of the good, solid church in a good, solid
neighborhood, with a nice sign out in front, the church which pays its debts,
including the debt of lip service to a pattern...?

S0 we are funny-looking figures too, we who inherit John the Baptist’s mouth, finger,
and voice, as Luther put it .. John renounced all bigness, and he became great in the
sight of the Lord, (Frangmann, Martin H., Fenerhahn, Ronald, ed. Ha! Ha! Among the
Trumpets. St Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1966, 1994, 25-30)

In an essay on spiritual renewal, Prof, Forrest Bivens writes:
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“Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have
been taught hy God to love each other, Yet we urge you, hrothers, to do so more and
more” (I Th 4:9-10). Love for fellow saints is a cherished gift from God and a key
eapression of spiritual renewal ...

Our resolve 15 not simply to be loyal to the organization” for the survival or
expansion of the institutional church, Our resolve is to guard tongue and hand that
we treat brothers as brothers, Implying testimony and discipline, encouragement

and rebuking—but requiring love in all things...

The temptation will remain among us to decry any... synod structure [as] being
placed above oragalnst kingdom concerns. The temptation will Hkewlse remain for
organizational overseers to lament what appears to be local parochialism and offer
solutions without the benefit of an on-site appraisal of how the kingdom fares in a
given locality,

Let us resolve to observe together how terrifically frustrating our ministries can be
in this world .. Pastors and teachers scrap for time to devote themselves to the
diligent and devotional study of Scripture that renewal might flourish through their
ministries. Administrators also seek and make plans for renewal emphases but are
unable personally to apply law and gospel in many classrooms and congregations to
further the cause, Let us resolve to remember our shared frustrations.

Let us resolve to confess the presence of a pope within each of us that ultimarely
seeks a renewal that is nelther radical nor truly relatlonal, but merely a
reaffirmation of personal prestige. The tendency is to do what we want at the
expense of our gracious God's honor and our tellow laborers” good name, These and
similar temptations are like the poor; they are always with us.

Let us also resolve to “be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry,
tor man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires” (Ja 1:19-
20). The diligent perusal of Scripture again and again reminds us how difficult it
often is to appraise another's faith and life without divine declaration...Relational
renewal, flowing from heart and mind, will check improper tendencies and nourish
the mutual and brotherly application of law and gospel. Concerning this we may be
quick to speal.

Let ug therefore resolve to seek radical and relational renewal for and with one another,

(Bivens, Forrest, “Spiritual Renewal as Expressed in the Christlan's Life.” Mequon:
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Essay File)
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Appendix C - Caring for Souls: People Matter

David Benner identifies a list of characteristics that identify Jesus as the model soul shepherd in his
dealings with people (Benner, David G. Care of Souls: Revisioning Christion Nurture and Cotinsel,
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1998, 27,28).

met them where they were

wias compassionate

acted out of an explicit moral context but was never condemning
spoke with authority

invited choice

asked probing questions

affirmed faith responses

was scandalously inclusive

set limits and tool care of himself

dealt with each person uniquely and individually

related in a manner that affirmed people’s value

was never coercive or manipulative

spoke in ordinary language

didn't minimize the costs ot discipleship

dealt at the level of motivation, not just behavior

preferred dialogue over monologue

respected, but wasn't limited by, cultural norms

demonstrated a holistic respect for the close relationship of body and soul
never allowed his own needs to get in the way of meeting the needs of others
challenged people never to settle for less than God's best for them
gave in proportion to receptivity and spiritual hunger

invited engagement, not passive receptivity

gave what people needed, not what they asked for

identified embedded spiritual issues

allowed people to ignore or reject his help

gave himself, not just advice

accepted the trust people placed in him

® & & & & & & & & & & F & & & & & & & & & & & & & & @
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Appendix D - Caring for Souls: People Matter
Group life

You may be called to serve some of the friendliest Christians, yet discover that being a friendly
church is nice but not enough, Additlonally in some cases, being a big church has its benefits but
also its challenges, espedally related to Christians connecting in meaningtul triendships that extend
means of grace ministry. Spend some time analyzing this challenge, studying the Scriptures,
researching the pros and cons of group ministry through reading as well as evaluating group life in
other churches, and relating all of it to your local context. In what ways can your church or school
intentionalize relational ministry with groups?

This is what we did at Grace Lutheran Church, and the result was creating a number of new
opportunities for relational ministry both serving and supporting the means of grace. We now
foster group life among our diversified membership in three areas: 1) a systern of Grace Groups
where we want people to be connected and cared for, 2] an intentional support of common interest
groups (some of which already exist like the choir or the sottball team, and others we created, for
instance a new running club and a reading cub), and 2) we are beginning to form some support
groups, starting with a griet support group, Next on the list is a focused effort on groups devoted to
Bible study.

What has become key is the connecting point between the groups and the ministry of the wider
congregation, and we've made concerted efforts to manage that intersection. The intent is for each
to complement the other, Wider ministry adapts [tself to group participation which in turm
strengthens souls who are active in wider minlstry. 5o, for example, we encourage groups to attend
our church-wide Bible studies, participate in our church-wide summer Bible reading, or sit at our
church plenle—as their own group. We provide service opportunities, ke preparing fellowship
meals before Advent and Lent services, and promote them for groups to sign up and own them.
Some groups have even decided to take on the annual responsibility of an evangelism, education, or
tellowship event.

Finally, group life at Grace is where our new member nurture [assimilation) happens, rather than in
large scale settings like worship. Group life, initially partnered with pastoral instruction, eventually
takes over in the new member nurture process. All new members, whether confirmands or
professions of faith or WELS transfers, participate in new member nurture.
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Closing service sermon

July 28,2011

St. Mark, Watertown, Wis.

Rev. Joel Petermann

Theme: As the Lord fills us with love, he also spills us with love.
Scripture reference: 1 Thessalonians 3:12,13

er name was Hadassah. She was a Jew, bearing the name of a famous biblical Jew whose Persian name was

Esther. She was the granddaughter of the Widow of Nain. Her father was the child being carried in the funeral
procession whom Jesus restored to life. She was a only a teenager in 70 A.D. when the Roman General Titus, Vespa-
sian’s son, destroyed Jerusalem. Her family were all killed or died in the siege, and she was carried away to Rome and
sold as a slave.

She was a Christian Jew. She believed that Jesus was the Messiah. Her father had taught of the forgiveness Jesus had
won for her. She believed in God’s grace to save her and lived her life filled with that loved to serve Jesus by being a
servant to others. Yet, while anyone could see from her dark hair, her deep eyes, and her outward dress that she was
a Jewess, she did not tell others that she was a Christian. Christians were fed to the lions in Rome. Yet though she did
not tell others, it was obvious something was different about her. She was not like other Jews. She loved with a self-
lessness that stood out.

Finally it was her love that gave her away. She loved unconditionally without thought of personal gain. She loved her
youthful mistress, Julia, even though that mistress in her own self-absorption often berated and mocked her. Still
Hadassah loved her as a sister, or even as a mother, once even placing her body between that of her mistress and the
whip of her abusive husband. Hadassah often gave her meager slaves’ income to Romans who were in need, though
Romans despised her race. She loved others despite and beyond their treatment of her, despite what they had done in
their lives. She would not compromise her morals, and yet she was not judgmental of others. She rather felt compas-
sion for the depth of their lostness.

Her love simply spilled out of her because of the love of Jesus Christ that filled her. Finally that love spilling out of her
was the clue that she was not just a Jew. First others guessed and then they asked whether she was a Christian. Love
was the mark of a Christian’s life.

Hadassah is not a real person. She is a fictional character created by Francine Rivers in her fictional novel A Voice in
the Wind. Yet she could have been real. Her life illustrates the power of Christ’s love in his followers. It is this same
love that Paul is praying for when he wrote to Thessalonian Christians—who not unlike fictional Hadassah did face
persecution for being Christians in a heathen Roman world: “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blame-
less and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones” (1 Thessalo-
nians 3:12,13). This serves as a fitting prayer to end this convention.

Why is it Hadassah could not hide her Christianity? Why was the love and faith of the Thessalonian Christians so well
known that Paul had heard about it before penning his first letter to them? Why did Jesus say that all people would
know that we are his disciples if we love one another? The answer is because Jesus’ love for us is so powerful, so
amazing, so uplifting that we are like a glass someone just keeps pouring more and more water into until what hap-
pens? The water overflows, doesn’t it? It spills out! It has to happen. Jesus’ love for us is just so vast, that it just has to
spill out of us and flow into the lives of others around us.

So why do we so often NOT see that love spilling out of us into our lives? Why are we struggling as a synod, in such a
wealthy nation, to fund ministry plans instead of our Ministry of Christian Giving telling our members to keep some
of their gifts because we have more than we can use? Why are fewer than 50 percent of our membership spilling
over with praise for our Lord Jesus each worship service when we can worship without fear of persecution? Why are
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even fewer of us involved in regular Bible study either on our own or in group Bible studies or our children in Sunday
school? Why do we so often struggle to get volunteers to help with evangelism efforts in our congregations?

The only answer can be that somehow we are not being filled to overflowing with Christ’s amazing love. How can that
be? The problem is here—in our hearts, yours and mine. It can be so subtle that we don’t know it is happening. There
is a prideful part of our nature that slowly begins to believe a lie about ourselves. Little by little, unconsciously, the
thought slips in that because we belong to the conservative WELS or are a convention delegate or a called worker we
are a shoe-in to get to heaven instead of realizing that there is nothing in us that deserves this. There’s that ungodly
arrogance that looks out and sees the miserable lives of others, their weaknesses, their sins, their pitiful lifestyles or
downtrodden lives and thinks, “I'm better than they” and imagines that God is impressed with me. There’s that fatal
forgetfulness that deletes the phrases “there is no one who does good,” “all have sinned,” “the wages of sin is death” or
“by nature objects of his wrath” from our daily consciousness of God. Then we fail to appreciate his incredible love for
us. Our hearts stop longing for a love we see no need for. So our love cup grows empty and stops overflowing.

Amazingly, even then our Lord and Savior does not stop pouring his undeserved love upon us so that we might be
filled up again and spill over with his love in our lives even more. Paul prayed for this for the Thessalonian Chris-
tians: “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow.” This is not something we can do. We can’t fill ourselves
with love so that it overflows. It's something that only the Lord can do. But how does he do this? Scriptures says, “We
love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Jesus said, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John
13:34). Our love overflows for others when we first remember and ponder how much Jesus loves us. When we with
unfeigned humility come to him and say, “Lord have mercy on me, a sinner!” then he pours out incredible love into us.
He does this in his Word and sacraments.

This is what we have been hearing about this past week as we’ve looked at the Christian’s sacramental life. That life is
about Jesus coming to us and pouring his love into our lives. He pours his love into our lives when we bring our chil-
dren, little bundles of sinful nature from the time of conception, sinful flesh born of our sinful flesh, and he washes
them through Baptism. He gives them new birth by his Spirit and makes them his dear children.

He pours his love into us when we, like the tax collector in the temple, strike our chest with a grieved hand at the be-
ginning of our worship service and confess: “I am by nature sinful. I deserve your punishment, Lord. Have mercy on

me.” Our Lord pours his love into us as he turns to us through his called servant and responds: “I have been merciful.
Jesus paid for your sins. You are reconciled to me. You are forgiven. Be reconciled to me. Don’t be afraid. Go in peace.”

He pours his love into us when we, like Peter, shed bitter tears at how we, in our self-centered pride, have denied

we know Jesus with thoughts and lips and lives. Rather than deny us, our Savior gives to us his body and blood. He
speaks to us assuringly as he gives it to us, “Here, this is for you, for the forgiveness of all your sins. Eat and drink and
know that I love you anyway. Though you forsake me, I will never forsake you.”

In that Word and sacrament Jesus does not come and pat us on the back and say, “What a good person you are!” Rather
he says, “What a wretched sinner you are! But I love you anyway. I retched in pain and agony because of your wretch-
edness, so you would never have to. I treat you now not as a wretched sinner, but as the crown jewel of my heart.”

As the Lord pours this love into us in such abundance it creates also a love in us that begins to spill out. Paul writes
that first this love spills out for one another. So I'd like to ask you, “How do you respond to those who have stopped
making regular and faithful use of the Word and sacraments in your congregations?” Do you perceive them as “those
weaker members.” Do we say, “Good riddance. If they don’t want to hear, then let’s get them off the books!” Do we
ignore them and think, “It’s their business what they do, not mine”? Lord, forgive us again in your love for these atti-
tudes. Instead, Lord, seeing and hearing your love for us, help us to spill that love to these brothers and sisters. Help us
to love them as lost souls, needing to be found again by your love. Help us to love them as slaves of sin and Satan, need-
ing to be freed again by your love and forgiveness. Help us to love them so much that we won’t give up on them just as
you don’t give up on us. Help us to love them so that we patiently and unfailingly show them their need for your love.
Help us to lead them back to the use of the Word and sacraments that they again may see and be filled with the depth
of your love for them in your forgiveness and grace.

Paul then spills Christ’s love in us even further. Paul had not kept the love that Jesus had shown him to himself or
even to just other Jews. He shared it freely with all so that in Thessalonica “a large number of God-fearing Greeks and
not a few prominent women” (Acts 17:4) believed. So also he prays our love will spill into the lives of all people. This
might be by doing acts of love to others—even our enemies—as we treat them with kindness and gentleness and re-
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spect. But above all we love all people by longing to share Jesus’ sacramental gifts with them. Perhaps we are hesitant
to share the love found in all these gifts because some may not be ready or able to make use of them all just yet. But
these gifts are at the heart of all our outreach. These sacramental gifts are the personal distribution of forgiveness

to each soul in the most intimate way from our Savior. Instead of de-emphasizing these gifts to those outside our
congregations, I submit we need to showcase them, even the Lord’s Supper. Show what wonderful blessings Christ
gives through them and how glad we are to receive them and the love he gives through them. The power of Jesus’ love
found there will change hearts so that others gladly and eagerly come in a way and at a time that Jesus wants them to
come as united members of his church.

Speaking of changed hearts, Paul declares that the result of God’s increasing love in our lives is that our hearts are
more securely blameless and holy in his presence when Jesus returns. We need that assurance. For we know our
hearts, and we know the love that spills from us is far from blameless and holy. But God’s love, which produces that
love, gives an additional assurance to us. Jesus not only died for our lovelessness; he also lived the perfect love we
couldn’t. This perfect love of our Savior covers what is lacking in our best efforts to love one another. Don’t be dis-
couraged when our love is not as perfect as we would like. Jesus’ love perfects our love done in faith so that in God’s
sight it is blameless and holy and we are holy ones with Christ.

Yet here is our dilemma: How can we be more like our Savior and love even those who are nasty to us? How do

we turn over more of our wealth to serve the purpose of the Lord instead of ourselves? How do we develop more
compassion for people that compels us to speak about Jesus? The answer: when Jesus’ love fills us more and more
through Word and sacraments. Hadassah called God’s Word her meat. That’s because it fed her and gave her strength
to love the unlovable and to serve those who were not worth being served. It filled her with Jesus’ love and then
spilled his love through her to many others. Paul prays for this for real Christians like you and me. Let it be our prayer
as we go home from this convention. Lord, fill us with your love and then spill us with your love for one another and
for all people. Amen.

President’s closing remarks

July 29, 2011
Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.
Rev. Mark Schroeder

rothers, I don’t know if you noticed it, but within the last week or so the space shuttle flew for the last time. Long

before the end of the shuttle program, long before the shuttle program even began, years before man walked on
the moon, our country was involved in a heated space race with the Soviet Union. And when that race was heating up,
there was a group of hot-shot pilots at Edwards Air Force Base out in California, guys who would push the latest in jet
aircraft to the very limits. And those men were men who were known for the risks that they would take and the chal-
lenges they would face. And to do it, they had to be some extraordinary guys. They had to be men of incredible flying
skills. They had to be people with tremendous physical and mental capabilities, amazing determination, men with
kind of a recklessness about them. And they coined a phrase for what those pilots out in California had. People said
they had the “right stuff.” And that simply meant that they had the ability, they had the gift, they had the talent, they
had the mindset to take on the greatest challenge and to do what they needed to do.

Brothers, we have a much greater challenge than breaking the sound barrier or reaching the moon, and a much
greater opportunity. We know that God has placed a tremendous challenge and opportunity in front of us to reach the
world with the precious saving gospel of Jesus. And I guess it is probably fitting and natural that we would ask if, up
against that challenge, we have the right stuff. There are two answers to that question, I think.

The first answer is obvious. Just like those first disciples that Jesus gathered around himself shortly before he was
going to ascend, guys who had been with Jesus for three years listening to him, eating with him, speaking with him,
watching him perform miracles—even at that late date, those men were asking some pretty dumb questions. Those
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men were showing that they really weren’t equipped to do anything that the soon-to-ascend Savior was going to ask
of them. And we are kind of in the same boat. When we look at the mission that God has given us to do, we have to
look at ourselves and say that we certainly don’t have any right stuff to do what God asks us to do. We look at our-
selves and we see nothing but sinners, nothing but weakness, nothing but doubt, nothing but faults in character and
personality, nothing but short-sighted vision, nothing but guilt, nothing but unworthiness. And so we say we don’t
have the right stuff.

On the other hand, there is another answer to that question. Everyone here in this room has the right stuff to do what
God wants us to do. Why? Because of what God has done for us. We have the right stuff because he has given us the
mission. It’s not a mission we came up with. He’s given us the mission. He’s defined it for us. And it is a wonderful,
glorious, clear mission. It doesn’t come out of a room where people are putting sticky notes on the wall and trying to
craft words and statements. It's a mission that’s beautiful and clear. Jesus simply says to us, “Go.” Go and preach the
gospel. Go into all the world. Make disciples of all nations by baptizing them with the sacrament, by teaching them
through the Word, so that they can know Jesus as their Savior.

What a beautiful, clear mission, to take the words that God has given us to heart and then to take them to the world.
He gives us the mission. And that gives us the right stuff. We also have the right message, a powerful message that we
didn’t come up with. It is a message that God has entrusted to us and that he has given to us. He sends us out into the
world as his ambassadors, as his spokesmen, and he says, “Here is the word that I want you to speak.” A word of law,
powerful law, condemning words that drive people to their knees because of their guilt, but also the sweet sound of
what Jesus did for us in love on the cross and the wonderful news of what he did on Easter Sunday leaving that tomb
empty behind him. He gives us a message that he says is a powerful message, a message that’s sharper than a two-
edged sword. A message that God says when the Word goes out it will not return to him empty but will accomplish
what he pleases. A powerful gospel, the power of God for salvation. We have the right stuff, because he has given us
the right stuff, the right message.

And finally we have the right stuff to carry out that mission and meet the challenge that God has given us to do be-
cause he has given us an amazing promise. When Jesus was about to ascend, he said to his disciples, “When you go
out there you are not going alone.” He said, “I will be with you. I will be with you to the very end of the age.” So we
know as we carry out his mission together as a synod, or as individuals in our families and communities, that we are
not going alone and we know that the mission does not depend on us. He says, “I'll be with you. I'll be with you to
protect you. I'll be with you to guide you with my word. And I'll be with you to bless the words you speak, working
through those words by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

So brothers, do we have the right stuff to do that mission? Yes, we do, by the grace of God because of everything he
has given us: the mission, the message, and the promise. And as you go away from this convention, [ pray that you will
go back to your congregations to remind them that they too have the right stuff and that this little corner of the world,
this little corner of the Christian church that we call the Wisconsin Synod, is still God’s instrument in one small little
way to take that saving message of Christ to a world that’s dying in sin. And what a joy it is to be a part, to be privi-
leged, to serve God in that way. And we thank him for that. And what a wonderful encouragement then it is for us to
look at the mission in front of us not as any kind of a burden, not as something to be feared, but as a special privilege.
You and I who can’t help speaking about the things we have seen and heard will be blessed with the right stuff that
God gives us.

Thank you for your work during this week. Thank you for all of your words, words [ know that the Lord guided you in
speaking from a wisdom that he gave you. Thank you for your love of the gospel and your love for a world of sinners
who need to hear that gospel. It is my privilege to have spent this week with you, and it is certainly my privilege as

[ look forward to working with you and all of the members of our synod to continue to do the mission that God has
given us to do. May God bless us, and may he bless the people who will hear the good news through us. Thank you.
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