
 
 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

 
Pastor, teacher, and staff minister call report 
 
10/25/2016 - 10/31/2016 
 
The call report details when pastors, teachers, and staff ministers change positions 
within WELS. The Conference of Presidents oversees and coordinates the calling 
process. 
 
 
NO DECISION REPORTED 
 

Pastors Current call New call Date issued 

    
Rev Jeffrey J Schmidt  Trinity LC 

Merrill WI 
Emanuel LC 
Flint MI 
Pastor  

9/27/2016 

    
Rev Jonathan E Scharf  Abiding Grace LC 

Covington GA 
Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary 
Mequon WI 
Professor of Evangelism 
and New Testament 

9/27/2016 

    
Rev Joshua M Krieger  Immanuel LC 

Medford WI 
St Paul LC 
Livonia MI 
Associate Pastor  

9/29/2016 

    
Rev Timothy S Denney  Redeemer LC 

Big Rapids MI 
Zion LC 
Greenleaf WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/2/2016 

    
Rev Kevin L Wattles  Grace LC 

Falls Church VA 
Good Shepherd LC 
Omaha NE 
Pastor  

10/3/2016 

    
Rev Daniel E Moll  Gethsemane LC 

Tigard OR 
Immanuel LC 
De Pere WI 
St Paul LC 
Greenleaf WI 
Pastor 

10/5/2016 

    
Rev David P Arndt  St John LC 

Two Rivers WI 
Gethsemane LC 
Oklahoma City OK 
Pastor  

10/6/2016 

    
Rev Craig A Engel  Immanuel LC 

Willmar MN 
Trinity LC 
Belle Plaine MN 
Associate Pastor  

10/9/2016 

    



Rev Jonathan G 
Zimpelmann  

St John LC 
Hastings MN 

Redeemer LC 
Tomahawk WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/9/2016 

    
Rev Steven W Neuman  St Matthew LC 

Ontario WI 
St John LC 
Kendall WI 

St John's LC 
Pigeon MI 
Pastor 

10/9/2016 

    
Rev Stephen P Kuehl  Shepherd of Peace LC 

Powell OH 
Sure Foundation LC 
Woodside NY 
Associate Pastor  

10/9/2016 

    
Rev Daron J Lindemann  Holy Word LC 

Austin TX 
Wisconsin Lutheran 
Chapel 
Madison WI 
Pastor  

10/11/2016 

    
Rev Peter A Panitzke  St Paul LC 

Muskego WI 
Saint John LC 
St John's Antigua 
Pastor  

10/13/2016 

    
Rev Alexander F Groth  Beautiful Savior LC 

Cincinnati OH 
Atlanta Mission 
Intown GA 
Pastor  

10/13/2016 

    
Rev Daniel R Schmidt  St Matthew's LC 

Oconomowoc WI 
Peace LC 
Sun Prairie WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/17/2016 

    
Rev John M Koelpin  Calvary LC 

Dallas TX 
St John LC 
Lake City MN 
Pastor  

10/18/2016 

    
Rev Jacob R Hanneman  Trinity LC 

Terry MT 
Salem LC 
Circle MT 
Good Shepherd LC 
Wolf Point MT 

Shepherd of the Hills LC 
Duluth MN 
Pastor 

10/20/2016 

    
Rev Joseph M Dietrich  St Peter LC 

Rib Lake WI 
St Andrew LC 
Medford WI 

Our Savior LC 
Bylas AZ 
Missionary 

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Ethan E Steinbrenner  Bethany LC 

Fort Atkinson WI 
St John LC 
Lake Benton MN 
Good Shepherd LC 
Pipestone MN 
Pastor 

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Dennis J Harbach  St John's LC 

Dakota MN 
Good Shepherd LC 
Burnsville MN 
Associate Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Mark S Voss  Divine Grace LC 

Lake Orion MI 
Living Water LC 
Wind Lake WI 
Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev David P Schneider  Cross of Christ LC 

Universal City TX 
Trinity LC 
Minocqua WI 
Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    



Rev Jay W Bickelhaupt  Apostles LC 
Billings MT 

St John's LC 
New Ulm MN 
Associate Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Justin C Cloute  Living Savior LC 

Missoula MT 
Our Savior LC 
Longmont CO 
Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Johann W Caauwe  Trinity LC 

El Paso TX 
St John's LC 
Juneau WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Daniel J Walters  St John LC 

Two Rivers WI 
Good Shepherd LC 
Burnsville MN 
Associate Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Aaron A Nitz  St Mark LC 

Bemidji MN 
Eternal Love LC 
Appleton WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Jesse K Johnston  Mt Calvary LC 

Menasha WI 
Mountain View LC 
Great Falls MT 
Pastor  

10/23/2016 

    
Rev Daniel M Wagenknecht  Grace LC 

Yorba Linda CA 
St Paul LC 
Wisconsin Rapids WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/24/2016 

    
Rev Dennis W Meier   

 
Good Shepherd LC 
Beaver Dam WI 
Associate Pastor; 
Retirement call 

10/30/2016 

    

Teachers Current call New call Date issued 

    
Mrs Jennifer K Rannow   Crown of Life LS 

Hubertus WI 
ECM Director  

10/23/2016 

    
 
CALLS ACCEPTED 
 

Pastors Current call New call Date accepted 

    
Rev John D Roebke  Lamb of God LC 

Madison AL 
Malawi Africa 
Missionary 

10/30/2016 

    
 
CALLS DECLINED 
 

Pastors Current call New call Date declined 

    
Rev Timothy J Westendorf  Abiding Word LC 

Highlands Ranch CO 
St Paul LC 
Saginaw MI 
Associate Pastor  

10/24/2016 

    
Rev Rodney W Warnecke  St John LC 

Watertown WI 
St John LC 
Colfax WI 
St Paul LC 
Ridgeland WI 
Pastor 

10/25/2016 



    
Rev Mark T Luetzow  Bethel LC 

Bay City MI 
St Paul's LC 
Fort Atkinson WI 
Associate Pastor  

10/25/2016 

    
Rev Mark E Schutz  Hope LC 

Spearfish SD 
St Peter LC 
Dorr MI 
Pastor  

10/25/2016 

    
Rev Nathan W Strutz  Resurrection LC 

Verona WI 
Centennial LC 
Milwaukee WI 
Pastor  

10/27/2016 

    
Rev Geoffrey C Cortright  Saviour of the Nations LC 

Vancouver BC Canada 
New Mission  
Victoria TX 
Pastor 

10/27/2016 

    
Rev Shaun M Arndt  Good Shepherd LC 

Holmen WI 
Amazing Grace LC 
Florence KY 
Pastor  

10/29/2016 

    
Rev Joel D Free  St Luke LC 

New Lisbon WI 
Faith LC 
Excelsior MN 
Pastor  

10/30/2016 

    
 
RESIGNED 
 

Teachers Current call Date resigned 

   
Mrs Jessica D Panitzke  Shepherd of the Hills Preschool 

Knoxville TN 
10/31/2016 

   
 
CALLED TO ETERNAL GLORY 
 

Pastors Home church Death date 

   
Rev Warren R 
Steffenhagen  

St Mark LC 
Spruce WI 

10/24/2016 

   
Rev Charles L Tessmer  Pilgrim LC 

Menomonee Falls WI 
10/27/2016 

   
 
RETIREMENT 
 

Pastors Current call Date retired 

   
Rev Glen F Schmiege  Eastside LC 

Madison WI 
10/31/2016 

   
Rev Randall L Kuznicki  St Peter LC 

Goodhue MN 
10/31/2016 

 


